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Director Energy and Resource Policy,

Parramatta NSW 2124

Carol Ray
SCONE 2337 NSW

17th August 2021

Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

| am against the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration. My reasons and how it will impact me are outlined
below.

| am 71 years of age and have been visiting the area for 50 years.

The PRIA Process Issues

The Government prepared REF The Hawkins Rumker that is fundamentally flawed. . One question how the
government can assure that any future exploration licenses would include “strict environmental management
conditions to protect native vegetation, fauna, land, water resources, heritage and community values” when their
own exploration process couldn’t get it right. The area does not correctly represent the Hawkins Rumker area,
and it also states there are no known Aboriginal objects or declared Aboriginal places in the area, and no
threatened fauna and fauna

The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment has been aware of the potential coal release areas in
Hawkins and Rumker for a year, however they only issued notices for community consultation in June 2021.
The Independent Commission against Corruption Report, Reducing the opportunities and incentives for
corruption in the state’s management of coal resources 2013, included recommendations that there should be
community consultation

NO notifying of a potential new coal release to nearly 3000 residents live in surrounding areas of Rylstone,
Kandos, Charbon, Clandulla, Lue, Dabbe, Olinda and Kelgoola. Why is it that these people would not be notified
of potential new coal release areas when they receive their water from the potential release areas, and the coal
would be transported through these areas?

Community consultations were advertised for 29 and 30 July 2021, yet the portal for online submissions opened
two weeks before this on 14 June 2021. The only people in the region who were notified were landowners who
properties fell within the boundaries of the exploration zones. Apart from this, the only other notification
provided were one-off advertisements in a few newspapers.

A consultation, really ! How could this possibly be a real attempt with a population of nearly 3000 people?
When the community consultation meetings were capped at four groups of 50 people, with one of these to be
held in Mudgee.

This is also contrary to the Independent Commission against Corruption findings, which highlighted the role of
public officials in providing frank and independent advice to a minister and noted that public officials continue to
remain vulnerable to potential demands to change recommendations to align with a minister’s wishes.



The Government has not agreed to make the report on the PRIA outcomes publicly available prior to its
submission to Cabinet----WHY not?

There is no transparency in how the Government will weight and evaluate the submissions during the PRIA
process.

Worldwide trend to move to sustainable energy sources

Australia exports 75 percent of its coal to Japan, South Korea and China. These countries have followed other
countries in a worldwide trend and committed to move away from fossil fuels, which will result in decreased
demand for coal

In its Strategic Statement on Coal Exploration and Mining in NSW released in June 2020, the NSW Government
describes one of its four actions is supporting diversification of coal-reliant regional economies to assist with the
phase-out of thermal coal mining

International thermal coal demand to decline in the long-term as renewable electricity generation becomes more
viable.as anticipated by The Reserve Bank of Australia.

This year, the G7 has committed to end public support for unabated coal generation by end of 20214

The International Energy Agency Roadmap for the global energy sector states the world’s coal will decline to just
one fifth of current levels by 2040, and to one tenth by 2050.

Water

Once the water is gone, it is lost forever! Open cut and underground coal mines have caused water contamination
and have destroyed biodiversity in waterways. One of the greatest threats is to our region’s precious water
supplies, this area is rich in natural springs and bores. Exploration and mining can have significant impacts on the
water resources of a local area. Drilling can crack and drain underground aquifers.

Without water, there is no life. There are no communities. There is no agriculture, no tourism, nothing to fight
bushfires with.

The Hawkins Rumker proposed release areas in the Rylstone Dam catchment is in the proposed exploration
areas. The upper catchment of the Cudgegong River feeds into the water supplies of Rylstone Dam and
Windamere Dam. threaten the water supply for the towns of Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon and Clandulla; water
flow to Mudgee may also be negatively impacted.

Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss of fish habitat and threatened fish
species

Flora and Fauna

The riparian meadows along Reedy Creek and Breakfast Creek could be lost. The Swamp Grassland and Sphagnum
Bog in the central part of Coxs Creek is thoroughly unique and would be under threat.

There are a lot of endangered flora and fauna species as well as endangered ecological communities which could
be lost. NSW BioNet has recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Mid-Western Regional Council
LGA.

Mines would transform our beautiful area into an unsightly, industrialised one and negatively impact on the
value of the amazing World Heritage area on our doorstep.



Aboriginal Heritage

There are a significant number of Aboriginal heritage sites within the areas, including art and ceremonial sites,
that are at risk. We have a duty as a nation to protect these sites for future generations to study their heritage.
Our laws are inadequate to protect these sites and significant sites have already been destroyed by mining.

Impact on current local economy

32,000 ha of land and would directly affect 180 landholders. Large areas would become coal mines by the
proposed Hawkins Rumker coal release areas There will be a loss of agricultural lands, farms would disappear or
lose their water, and productive agricultural lands would be dug up or left fallow and a huge scar on this beautiful
land forever.

Just the threat of new mines being developed decimates many of the existing businesses as people stop investing
or move away — even if the mine ultimately does not get approved. This has already happened in nearby Ulan,
Wollar and Bylong.

Businesses that have helped build the tourism industry in the region include vineyards, olive groves, horse studs,
beef and sheep farms, eco-tourism, short stay accommodation, restaurants, cafes, antique shops, soft furnishings
and knick-knacks for example The people in the region have built long-term sustainable economic stability for this
region. This revenue stays in the pockets of our local businesses.

These businesses are incompatible with mining: tourists do not come to see coal mines.

Mining is a specialist industry. People with the skills tend to follow the mines and very few additional local jobs
are created. Like many industries, mining is becoming more automated, requiring fewer people. Over the next
five years, mining is predicted to create just 0.4 percent of new jobs across all of Australia.

Mines provide a flow of revenue to governments and their (mostly foreign) owners, however, the flow on to local
businesses and local communities is generally not seen. The Hunter in the biggest coal export terminal, yet they
only contribute to two percent (2%) of State Revenue; the rest goes overseas.

The cost of living, especially housing, is often driven up to levels locals can no longer afford, as they cannot
compete with the high wages miners receive. Miners do live in a mining area but travel hours living in another
area.

The very reason strategies such as transitioning communities dependent on coal mining in NSW are required.
Towns are effected once the mines move on they no longer have the income from the mines, they were
dependent on; and unemployment and associated issues such as crime, increase..

Health & Social Implications

Health effects are already being felt as people experience anxiety and stress about the threat to their region and
economic stability. Mines can be associated with increased rates of alcohol and drug abuse, violence, sexual
assaults, and other crimes in adjoining communities.

Boundaries of the coal mining sites do not stop air, water, soil and noise pollution. The neighbouring Hunter
Valley is now a pollution ‘hotspot’ and has some of the highest rates for respiratory and cardiac conditions in
NSW.



Vibration and Noise will dramatically increase with blasting, heavy earthmoving equipment and machinery
operating in the mines 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and by coal being transported out on trains and trucks
running through our towns. Trains and trucks are not covered and the coal dust and associated pollution from
transporting the coal can travel for kilometres.

The quality of our roads is already very poor and they are not suited to increased or heavy load traffic.
Historically, mines in a council area have been loath to put money into fixing any traffic issues created by mine

traffic, including heavy vehicles on our local and rural roads. Traffic incidents increase from mine workers
travelling to and from work.

| wish my name to be not withheld from the PRIA submission site:

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Carol /(Oaf
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Director Energy and Resource Policy,

Parramatta NSW 2124

Ms Frances Fagan

17 August 2021

Wingham 2429 NSW

Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

| am arguing against the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration. My reasons are outlined
below.

| am a retired clinical psychologist and keen bushwalker and nature lover. | am also very aware
of the release last week of the most recent report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC). This report contains dire warnings to us all about our Climate and Ecological
Emergency. There has also been a leaked part of the IPCC’s report reported in the Guardian,
which was to be released in March 2022.

This leaked document says that global greenhouse emissions must peak in the next 4 years if
we are to keep temperature rises below 1.5 degrees C. It reaffirms the need to halve emissions
in the next decade, and says no new fossil fuel development can take place if the world is to
stay within 1.5 degrees of heating.

Our TV news coverage at present is enough to convince most people that the Climate
Emergency is already happening. We see catastrophic fires in Southern Europe, Russia,
Canada and the Western U.S., and Brazil, and major flooding in China, Japan and Western
Europe.

Another issue | have with coal exploration is to do with water. Mining always seems to require
large quantities of water. As Australia is the world’s driest continent, | believe we should cherish
our water as a precious commodity, while we still have it. Contamination of water or draining of
aquifers would be problematic for local communities, and also for llivelihoods of locals, and for
animals and vegetation.

Another important problem with the current coal exploration proposal is that most of our trading
partners are moving towards renewable energy, and the demand for Australia’s thermal coal is
declining. A new coal mine in the area would be a destructive way of creating a stranded asset.

If the IPCC guidelines are to be taken seriously, the above coal exploration should not go
ahead. The IPCC report summarises the evidence. | believe the future viability of our planet is
of utmost importance.

Yours Sincerely
Frances Fagan.
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Director Energy and Resource Policy,

Department of Planning, Industry and Environment
Locked Bag 502

Parramatta NSW 2124

Coogee
NSW 2034

August 17, 2021

Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

For more than 30 years, | have co-owned a property at_ [Iford, near Bradleys Head, just

south of the area proposed for exploration.

In the more than 30 years we have had the property we have witnessed a drop in the water table, the
disappearance of wildlife, severe drought conditions and dying bush, not too mention the scarring of the
surrounding landscapes from open cut mining and exploration ventures. It beggars belief that coal mining can still
be considered a viable proposition with the Earth warming and the dire warnings from the latest IPCC report.

| object to the proposal on the grounds listed below.

Issues with the PRIA Process

The Hawkins Rumker REF that the Government prepared is fundamentally flawed. The area does not correctly
represent the Hawkins Rumker area, and it also states there are no known Aboriginal objects or declared
Aboriginal places in the area, and no threatened fauna and fauna. One questions how the government can assure
that any future exploration licenses would include “strict environmental management conditions to protect native
vegetation, fauna, land, water resources, heritage and community values” , when their own exploration process
couldn’t get it right.

The Independent Commission Against Corruption Report, Reducing the opportunities and incentives for
corruption in the state’s management of coal resources 2013, included recommendations that there should be
community consultation. The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment has been aware of the potential
coal release areas in Hawkins and Rumker for a year, however they only issued notices for community
consultation in June 2021.

Community consultations were advertised for 29 and 30 July 2021, yet the portal for online submissions opened
two weeks before this on 14 June 2021. The only people in the region who were notified were landowners who
properties fell within the boundaries of the exploration zones. Apart from this, the only other notification
provided were one-off advertisements in a few newspapers. This is not notifying the nearly 3000 residents in
surrounding areas on Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon, Clandulla, Lue, Dabbe, Olinda and Kelgoola. Why is it that these
people would not be notified of potential new coal release areas when they receive their water from the potential
release areas, and the coal would be transported through these areas?

The community consultation meeting were capped at four groups of 50 people, with one of these to be held in
Mudgee. How could this possibly be a real attempt to have consultation with a population of nearly 3000 people?



There is no transparency in how the Government will weight and evaluate the submissions during the PRIA
process. The Government has not agreed to make the report on the PRIA outcomes publicly available prior to its
submission to Cabinet. This is also contrary to the Independent Commission Against Corruption findings, which
highlighted the role of public officials in providing frank and independent advice to a minister and noted that
public officials continue to remain vulnerable to potential demands to change recommendations to align with a
minister’s wishes.

Worldwide trend to move to sustainable energy sources

The Reserve Bank of Australia anticipates international thermal coal demand to decline in the long-term as
renewable electricity generation becomes more viable.

In its Strategic Statement on Coal Exploration and Mining in NSW released in June 2020, the NSW Government
describes one of its four actions is supporting diversification of coal-reliant regional economies to assist with the
phase-out of thermal coal mining

Australia exports 75 percent of its coal to Japan, South Korea and China. These countries have followed other
countries in a worldwide trend and committed to move away from fossil fuels, which will result in decreased
demand for coal.

This year, the G7 has committed to end public support for unabated coal generation by end of 2021.

The International Energy Agency Roadmap for the global energy sector states the world’s coal will decline to just
one fifth of current levels by 2040, and to one tenth by 2050.

Water

One of the greatest threats is to our region’s precious water supplies. This area is rich in natural springs and
bores. Exploration and mining can have significant impacts on the water resources of a local area. Drilling can
crack and drain underground aquifers'® !, Once the water is gone, it is lost forever.

Open cut and underground coal mines have caused water contamination and have destroyed biodiversity in
waterways.

The Rylstone Dam catchment is in the proposed exploration areas. The upper catchment of the Cudgegong River
feeds into the water supplies of Rylstone Dam and Windamere Dam. The Hawkins Rumker proposed release areas
threaten the water supply for the towns of Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon and Clandulla; water flow to Mudgee may
also be negatively impacted.

Without water, there is no life. There are no communities. There is no agriculture, no tourism, nothing to fight
bushfires with.

Flora and Fauna

There are a lot of endangered flora and fauna species as well as endangered ecological communities which could
be lost. NSW BioNet has recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Mid-Western Regional Council

LGA.

Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss of fish habitat and threatened fish
species.



The riparian meadows along Reedy Creek and Breakfast Creek®® could be lost. The Swamp Grassland and
Sphagnum Bog in the central part of Coxs Creek is thoroughly unique®® and would be under threat.

Mines would transform our beautiful area into an unsightly, industrialised one and negatively impact on the value
of the amazing World Heritage area on our doorstep.

Aboriginal Heritage

There are a significant number of Aboriginal heritage sites within the areas, including art and ceremonial sites,
that are at risk. We have a duty as a nation to protect these sites.

Significant sites have already been destroyed by mining and our laws are inadequate to protect these sites.

Impact on current local economy

Large areas would become coal mines. The proposed Hawkins Rumker coal release areas cover approximately
32,000 ha of land and would directly affect 180 landholders. There will be a loss of agricultural lands, farms
would disappear or lose their water, and productive agricultural lands would be dug up or left fallow.

The people in the region have built long-term sustainable economic stability for this region. This revenue stays in
the pockets of our local businesses. Businesses that have helped build the tourism industry in the region include
vineyards, olive groves, horse studs, beef and sheep farms, eco-tourism, short stay accommodation, restaurants,
cafes, antique shops, soft furnishings and knick-knacks for example. These businesses are incompatible with
mining: tourists do not come to see coal mines.

Mines provide a flow of revenue to governments and their (mostly foreign) owners, however, the flow on to local
businesses and local communities is generally not seen. The Hunter in the biggest coal export terminal, yet they
only contribute to two percent (2%) of State Revenue; the rest goes overseas.

Mining is a specialist industry. People with the skills tend to follow the mines and very few additional local jobs
are created. Like many industries, mining is becoming more automated, requiring fewer people. Over the next
five years, mining is predicted to create just 0.4 percent of new jobs across all of Australia.

Just the threat of new mines being developed decimates many of the existing businesses as people stop investing
or move away — even if the mine ultimately does not get approved. This has already happened in nearby Ulan,

Wollar and Bylong.

The cost of living, especially housing, is often driven up to levels locals can no longer afford, as they cannot
compete with the high wages miners receive.

Local towns close once the mines move on as they no longer have the income from the mines they were
dependent on; and unemployment and associated issues such as crime, increase. This is the very reason
strategies such as transitioning communities dependent on coal mining in NSW are required.

Social & health implications

Air, water, soil and noise pollution, do not stay within the boundaries of the coal mining sites.

The neighbouring Hunter Valley is now a pollution ‘hotspot’ and has some of the highest rates for respiratory and
cardiac conditions in NSW.



There would be a lot more traffic, including heavy vehicles on our local and rural roads. Traffic incidents increase
from mine workers travelling to and from work. The quality of our roads is already very poor and they are not
suited to increased or heavy load traffic. Historically, mines in this council area have been loath to put money into
fixing any traffic issues created by their presence.

Noise and vibration will dramatically increase with blasting, heavy earthmoving equipment and machinery
operating in the mines 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and by coal being transported out on trains and trucks
running through our towns.

Trains and trucks are not covered and the coal dust and associated pollution from transporting the coal can travel
for kilometres.

Please withhold my name from the PRIA submission site.

Yours sincerely,
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| am a mother of four and grandmother of ten and very concerned to protect them and future generations from the current climate crisis being
caused by human activity and especially coal and other fossil fuel mining and burning.

| therefore object to this release of the Hawkins and Rumker areas, located about 30 km east of Mudgee NSW, for coal exploration.
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Submission against Preliminary
Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins
Rumker

| am distressed and angry to see the NSW State government considering this
exploration application for yet another coal mine. This proposition flies in the face of
the scientific evidence and advice that carbon emissions must be halted if we have
any chance of curbing the Climate emergency threatening both Australia and the
world.

The recent IPCC report released Aug 2021 was described by UN Secretary General
as:

*'code red for humanity", ...."The alarm bells are deafening and the evidence is
irrefutable: Greenhouse gas emissions from fossil fuel burning and deforestation are
choking our planet and putting billions of people at immediate risk," he said. ...."This
report must sound a death knell for coal and fossil fuels, before they destroy our planet.

"The viability of our societies depends on leaders from government, business
and civil society uniting behind policies, actions and investments that will limit
temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius."

NSW state government must take notice and halt ALL further fossil fuel development
in the state. Fossil fuels must be kept in the ground. This mining exploration must be
refused. Coal is the most destructive single contributor to the climate crisis.

Whilst paramount this is not the only objection | have to this mining exploration
proposal. Briefly they are as follows:

1. NSW does not need any more coal, we have more than enough renewable
energy options which do not cause climate damage and more cost effective.

2. We need forests and vegetation as they act as both heat sinks and carbon
dioxide absorbers. They protect the land from extremes. Forests and national
parks must be protected and safeguarded not exploited.

3. Forests and vegetated land provide habitat for wildlife and biodiversity and
agriculture provides essential food.

4. Destruction of beautiful landscape diminishes the growing economic value of
tourism.

5. Coal mining is invasive, destroys land, communities, creates dust, noise and
light pollution, and poor air quality together with serious cardiac and
respiratory health problems adding to government costs for health services

6. Mining destroys local and rural countryside and makes ugly scars on the
landscape. Insufficient remediation is undertaken leaving a toxic legacy for
future generations.



7. Increasing traffic movements created noise pollution

8. With increasing mechanisation and robots the economic and jobs value of
coal mining is no longer an excuse for destroying the land in this way.

9. Destruction of forests threatens water supplies, coal mining uses a lot of
precious water, detonation for coal causes cracking of rocks and leads to
subsidence, damages aquifers, lowers water tables and exacerbates
droughts..

10.Coal mining causes pollution of water, and damages biodiversity in water
ways, drains valuable swamps essential for water catchment filtering and
purification.

11.There are significant Aboriginal heritage sites in the exploration area which
must be documented and preserved not disregarded and wantonly destroyed.

This project must be rejected without further waste of public funds. No more
fossil fuel projects should be accepted. We have only this one planet.
Government and public service time and energy must be focused on transitioning
communities away from fossils fuel jobs and supporting and encouraging
alternatives.

Angela Burrows

North Sydney 2060
17-08-21

*The IPCC has released the most comprehensive climate change report ever. Here's what you need
to know - ABC News
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Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

| am against the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration. My reasons are outlined below.

The IPCC report released on Monday has frightening warnings about the future for people on this planet | am a concerned 60 year old Australian
who has been visiting this stunning area for the last 30 years The IPCC report clearlyindicates that no new coal mines should occur anywhere in
the world and yet the current NSW and Australian Government are letting this happen. | fear for the lives of all our grandchildren. What a terrible
legacyto give them!

Global trend to move to renewable energy

The Reserve Bank of Australia anticipates international thermal coal demand to decline in the long-term as renewable electricity generation
becomes more viable.

Inits Strategic Statement on Coal Exploration and Mining in NSW released in June 2020, the NSW Government describes one of its four actions is
supporting diversification of coal-reliant regional economies to assist with the phase-out of thermal coal mining

Australia exports 75 percent of its coal to Japan, South Korea and China. These countries have followed other countries in a worldwide trend and
committed to move away from fossil fuels, which will resultin decreased demand for coal.

This year, the G7 has committed to end public support for unabated coal generation by end of 2021.

The International Energy Agency Roadmap for the global energy sector states the world’s coal will decline to just one fifth of current levels by 2040,
and to one tenth by 2050.

Water/Aquifers

One of the greatest threats is to our region’s precious water supplies. This area is rich in natural springs and bores. Exploration and mining can
have significantimpacts on the water resources of a local area. Drilling can crack and drain underground aquifers10, 11. Once the water is gone, it
is lost forever.

Open cut and underground coal mines have caused water contamination and have destroyed biodiversity in waterways.

The Ryistone Dam catchment is in the proposed exploration areas. The upper catchment of the Cudgegong River feeds into the water supplies of
Rylstone Dam and Windamere Dam. The Hawkins Rumker proposed release areas threaten the water supply for the towns of Rylstone, Kandos,
Charbon and Clandulla; water flow to Mudgee may also be negativelyimpacted.

Without water, there is no life. There are no communities. There is no agriculture, no tourism, nothing to fight bushfires with.

Wildlife

There are a lot of endangered flora and fauna species as well as endangered ecological communities which could be lost. NSW BioNet has
recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Md-Western Regional Council LGA

Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss of fish habitat and threatened fish species.
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Coxs Creek is thoroughly unique16 and would be under threat.
Concerns with the PRIAProcess

The Hawkins Rumker REF that the Government prepared is profoundly flawed. The area does not correctly correspond to the Hawkins Rumker
area, and it also states there are no known Aboriginal objects or declared Aboriginal places in the area, and no threatened fauna and fauna. One
questions how the government can assure that any future exploration licenses would include “strict environmental management conditions to
protect native vegetation, fauna, land, water resources, heritage and community values” , when their own exploration process couldn’t get it right.

The Independent Commission Against Corruption Report, Reducing the opportunities and incentives for corruption in the state’s management of
coal resources 2013, included recommendations that there should be community consultation. The Department of Planning, Industry and
Environment has been aware of the potential coal release areas in Hawkins and Rumker for a year, however they only issued notices for
community consultation in June 2021.

Community consultations were advertised for 29 and 30 July 2021, yet the portal for online submissions opened two weeks before this on 14 June
2021. The only people in the region who were notified were landowners who properties fell within the boundaries of the exploration zones. Apart
from this, the only other notification provided were one-off advertisements in a few newspapers. This is not notifying the nearly 3000 residents in
surrounding areas on Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon, Clandulla, Lue, Dabbe, Olinda and Kelgoola. Why s it that these people would not be notified of
potential new coal release areas when they receive their water from the potential release areas, and the coal would be transported through these
areas?

The community consultation meeting were capped at four groups of 50 people, with one of these to be held in Mudgee. How could this possibly be
areal attempt to have consultation with a population of nearly 3000 people?

There is no transparencyin how the Government will weight and evaluate the submissions during the PRIA process. The Government has not
agreed to make the report on the PRIA outcomes publicly available prior to its submission to Cabinet. This is also contrary to the Independent
Commission Against Corruption findings, which highlighted the role of public officials in providing frank and independent advice to a minister and
noted that public officials continue to remain wilnerable to potential demands to change recommendations to align with a minister's wishes.
Aboriginal Heritage

There are a significant number of Aboriginal heritage sites within the areas, including art and ceremonial sites, that are at risk. We have a dutyas a
nation to protect these sites.

Significant sites have already been destroyed by mining and our laws are inadequate to protect these sites.

Impact on current local economy

Mnes provide a flow of revenue to governments and their (mostly foreign) owners, however, the flow on to local businesses and local communities
is generally not seen. The Hunter in the biggest coal export terminal, yet they only contribute to two percent (2%) of State Revenue; the rest goes
overseas.

Large areas would become coal mines. The proposed Hawkins Rumker coal release areas cover approximately 32,000 ha of land and would
directly affect 180 landholders. There will be a loss of agricultural lands, farms would disappear or lose their water, and productive agricultural
lands would be dug up or left fallow.

The people in the region have built long-term sustainable economic stability for this region. This revenue stays in the pockets of our local
businesses. Businesses that have helped build the tourism industryin the region include vineyards, olive groves, horse studs, beef and sheep
farms, eco-tourism, short stay accommodation, restaurants, cafes, antique shops, soft furishings and knick-knacks for example. These
businesses are incompatible with mining: tourists do not come to see coal mines.

Mning is a specialistindustry. People with the skills tend to follow the mines and very few additional local jobs are created. Like manyindustries,
mining is becoming more automated, requiring fewer people. Over the next five years, mining is predicted to create just 0.4 percent of new jobs
across all of Australia.

Just the threat of new mines being developed decimates many of the existing businesses as people stop investing or move away—even if the
mine ultimately does not get approved. This has already happened in nearby Ulan, Wollar and Bylong.

The cost of living, especially housing, is often driven up to levels locals can no longer afford, as they cannot compete with the high wages miners
receive.

Local towns close once the mines move on as they no longer have the income from the mines they were dependent on; and unemployment and

associated issues such as crime, increase. This is the very reason strategies such as transitioning communities dependent on coal mining in
NSW are required.

Social & health implications

Air, water, soil and noise pollution, do not stay within the boundaries of the coal mining sites.

The neighbouring Hunter Valleyis now a pollution ‘hotspot’ and has some of the highest rates for respiratory and cardiac conditions in NSW.
There would be a lot more traffic, including heawy vehicles on our local and rural roads. Traffic incidents increase from mine workers travelling to
and from work. The quality of our roads is already very poor and they are not suited to increased or heawy load traffic. Historically, mines in this

council area have been loath to put money into fixing any traffic issues created by their presence.

Noise and vibration will dramaticallyincrease with blasting, heawy earthmoving equipment and machinery operating in the mines 24 hours a day, 7
days a week, and by coal being transported out on trains and trucks running through our towns.

Trains and trucks are not covered and the coal dust and associated pollution from transporting the coal can travel for kilometres.

Mnes can be associated with increased rates of alcohol and drug abuse, violence, sexual assaults, and other crimes in adjoining communities.
Health effects are already being felt as people experience anxiety and stress about the threat to their region28 and economic stability.

| wish my name to be withheld from the PRIAsubmission site: No

Yours sincerely,

Dr Christine Underhill

| agree to the above statement
Yes
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Director Energy and Resource Policy,

Parramatta NSW 2124

Dr Christine Underhill

Bronte
NSW 2024

17™ August 2021
Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment
| am against the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration. My reasons are outlined below.

The IPCC report released on Monday has frightening warnings about the future for people on this planet
| am concerned 60 year old Australian who has been visiting this stunning area for the last 30 years The
IPCC report clearly indicates that no new coal mines should occur anywhere in the world and yet the
current NSW and Australian Government are letting this happen. | fear for the lives of all our
grandchildren. What a terrible legacy to give them!

Global trend to move to renewable energy

The Reserve Bank of Australia anticipates international thermal coal demand to decline in the long-term as
renewable electricity generation becomes more viable.

In its Strategic Statement on Coal Exploration and Mining in NSW released in June 2020, the NSW Government
describes one of its four actions is supporting diversification of coal-reliant regional economies to assist with the
phase-out of thermal coal mining

Australia exports 75 percent of its coal to Japan, South Korea and China. These countries have followed other
countries in a worldwide trend and committed to move away from fossil fuels, which will result in decreased
demand for coal.

This year, the G7 has committed to end public support for unabated coal generation by end of 2021.

The International Energy Agency Roadmap for the global energy sector states the world’s coal will decline to just
one fifth of current levels by 2040, and to one tenth by 2050.

Water/Aquifers

One of the greatest threats is to our region’s precious water supplies. This area is rich in natural springs and
bores. Exploration and mining can have significant impacts on the water resources of a local area. Drilling can

crack and drain underground aquifers?® 1. Once the water is gone, it is lost forever.

Open cut and underground coal mines have caused water contamination and have destroyed biodiversity in
waterways.

The Rylstone Dam catchment is in the proposed exploration areas. The upper catchment of the Cudgegong River
feeds into the water supplies of Rylstone Dam and Windamere Dam. The Hawkins Rumker proposed release areas



threaten the water supply for the towns of Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon and Clandulla; water flow to Mudgee may
also be negatively impacted.

Without water, there is no life. There are no communities. There is no agriculture, no tourism, nothing to fight
bushfires with.

Wildlife

There are a lot of endangered flora and fauna species as well as endangered ecological communities which could
be lost. NSW BioNet has recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Mid-Western Regional Council
LGA.

Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss of fish habitat and threatened fish
species.

The riparian meadows along Reedy Creek and Breakfast Creek®® could be lost. The Swamp Grassland and
Sphagnum Bog in the central part of Coxs Creek is thoroughly unique®® and would be under threat.

Concerns with the PRIA Process

The Hawkins Rumker REF that the Government prepared is profoundly flawed. The area does not correctly
correspond to the Hawkins Rumker area, and it also states there are no known Aboriginal objects or declared
Aboriginal places in the area, and no threatened fauna and fauna. One questions how the government can assure
that any future exploration licenses would include “strict environmental management conditions to protect native
vegetation, fauna, land, water resources, heritage and community values” , when their own exploration process
couldn’t get it right.

The Independent Commission Against Corruption Report, Reducing the opportunities and incentives for
corruption in the state’s management of coal resources 2013, included recommendations that there should be
community consultation. The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment has been aware of the potential
coal release areas in Hawkins and Rumker for a year, however they only issued notices for community
consultation in June 2021.

Community consultations were advertised for 29 and 30 July 2021, yet the portal for online submissions opened
two weeks before this on 14 June 2021. The only people in the region who were notified were landowners who
properties fell within the boundaries of the exploration zones. Apart from this, the only other notification
provided were one-off advertisements in a few newspapers. This is not notifying the nearly 3000 residents in
surrounding areas on Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon, Clandulla, Lue, Dabbe, Olinda and Kelgoola. Why is it that these
people would not be notified of potential new coal release areas when they receive their water from the potential
release areas, and the coal would be transported through these areas?

The community consultation meeting were capped at four groups of 50 people, with one of these to be held in
Mudgee. How could this possibly be a real attempt to have consultation with a population of nearly 3000 people?

There is no transparency in how the Government will weight and evaluate the submissions during the PRIA
process. The Government has not agreed to make the report on the PRIA outcomes publicly available prior to its
submission to Cabinet. This is also contrary to the Independent Commission Against Corruption findings, which
highlighted the role of public officials in providing frank and independent advice to a minister and noted that
public officials continue to remain vulnerable to potential demands to change recommendations to align with a
minister’s wishes.



Aboriginal Heritage

There are a significant number of Aboriginal heritage sites within the areas, including art and ceremonial sites,
that are at risk. We have a duty as a nation to protect these sites.

Significant sites have already been destroyed by mining and our laws are inadequate to protect these sites.

Impact on current local economy

Mines provide a flow of revenue to governments and their (mostly foreign) owners, however, the flow on to local
businesses and local communities is generally not seen. The Hunter in the biggest coal export terminal, yet they
only contribute to two percent (2%) of State Revenue; the rest goes overseas.

Large areas would become coal mines. The proposed Hawkins Rumker coal release areas cover approximately
32,000 ha of land and would directly affect 180 landholders. There will be a loss of agricultural lands, farms
would disappear or lose their water, and productive agricultural lands would be dug up or left fallow.

The people in the region have built long-term sustainable economic stability for this region. This revenue stays in
the pockets of our local businesses. Businesses that have helped build the tourism industry in the region include
vineyards, olive groves, horse studs, beef and sheep farms, eco-tourism, short stay accommodation, restaurants,
cafes, antique shops, soft furnishings and knick-knacks for example. These businesses are incompatible with
mining: tourists do not come to see coal mines.

Mining is a specialist industry. People with the skills tend to follow the mines and very few additional local jobs
are created. Like many industries, mining is becoming more automated, requiring fewer people. Over the next
five years, mining is predicted to create just 0.4 percent of new jobs across all of Australia.

Just the threat of new mines being developed decimates many of the existing businesses as people stop investing
or move away — even if the mine ultimately does not get approved. This has already happened in nearby Ulan,
Wollar and Bylong.

The cost of living, especially housing, is often driven up to levels locals can no longer afford, as they cannot
compete with the high wages miners receive.

Local towns close once the mines move on as they no longer have the income from the mines they were
dependent on; and unemployment and associated issues such as crime, increase. This is the very reason
strategies such as transitioning communities dependent on coal mining in NSW are required.

Social & health implications

Air, water, soil and noise pollution, do not stay within the boundaries of the coal mining sites.

The neighbouring Hunter Valley is now a pollution ‘hotspot’ and has some of the highest rates for respiratory and
cardiac conditions in NSW.

There would be a lot more traffic, including heavy vehicles on our local and rural roads. Traffic incidents increase
from mine workers travelling to and from work. The quality of our roads is already very poor and they are not
suited to increased or heavy load traffic. Historically, mines in this council area have been loath to put money into
fixing any traffic issues created by their presence.



Noise and vibration will dramatically increase with blasting, heavy earthmoving equipment and machinery
operating in the mines 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and by coal being transported out on trains and trucks
running through our towns.

Trains and trucks are not covered and the coal dust and associated pollution from transporting the coal can travel
for kilometres.

Mines can be associated with increased rates of alcohol and drug abuse, violence, sexual assaults, and other
crimes in adjoining communities.

Health effects are already being felt as people experience anxiety and stress about the threat to their region? and
economic stability.

| wish my name to be withheld from the PRIA submission site: No
Yours sincerely,

Dr Christine Underhill
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—'
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17 August, 2021

Submission for the Hawkins/Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

| would like to voice my opposition to the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration
project.

| am a retired school teacher and, for a number of years, took a great many students
from suburban Chatswood in Sydney to this area to participate in the Duke of Edinburgh
Award Scheme. These were students who had very little experience of such a beautiful
rural and natural area. They hiked, navigated, camped and thoroughly enjoyed the
experience. They appreciated the natural beauty of the area and the pristine wilderness
of the Wollomi National Park. They interacted with farmers and the local community and
learnt a little about primary production and the importance of caring for such a
wonderful part of the country.

Coal exploration inevitably leads to coal production and that, | believe, will be damaging
to the local community and environment and not in the best interests of the state or the
country.

My reasons for opposing this project are as follows:

1. The potential impact on the natural environment is obvious. Coal mining leaves a
scar on the landscape that cannot be repatriated: look at Singleton as an example.
This proposal covers more than 30,000ha and impacts a great many landowners.
Underground and open cut mining impacts local water supplies: both in terms of
quality and quantity. There are a great many natural springs and aquifers in the
area and the Rylestone Dam catchment is in the proposed exploration area,
meaning this project will threaten the water supplies of local communities like
Rylestone and Kandos. A study in 2017, commissioned by the state government,
pointed to the impact of coal mining in the lllawarra on the Sydney water
catchment. It found substantial cracking and bulging in the ground above a mine
that increased the permeability, and loss of surface water, by a factor of up to one



thousand. There can be no confidence that a coal mine in the Rylestone area wont
have the same impact.

2. The Rylestone area is becoming an increasingly important tourist destination.
People travel there for the natural beauty, the peace and quiet, camping at Dunns
Swamp, the Wollomi National Park, eco-tourism, the wineries and cafes, the B&Bs,
and so on. This brings significant income and prosperity to the area. Coal mining is
clearly incompatible with any of these activities and will only serve to increase
noise, congestion and air pollution, and generally reduce the social amenity of local
communities.

3. Coal mines do not contribute greatly to local economies. Coal mining relies on a
specialised workforce and is increasingly mechanized. These specialist workers go
where the coal mines are, meaning very little increase in employment for local
people and pressure on housing availability in the area. Coal mining profits go to
the owners (who dont live there) and to government revenue. The employees
work there during their shifts and return to their places of residence (often on the
coast) afterward.

4. Most importantly, at a time when the world is facing a climate change crisis, and
there is no longer any rational doubt that the production and use of fossil fuels is
the major driver of global warming, why are we even contemplating opening more
coal mines? The world is moving away from developing fossil fuels and rapidly
expanding renewable energy options. Large organsiations are moving away from
investing in oil, coal, and gas and financial institutions are much more reluctant to
finance such exploration. The IPCC recently released a very dire report on the state
of global warming and called on countries to cease developing new coal mines and
oil and gas fields. In its Strategic Statement on Coal Exploration and Mining in NSW,
released in June 2020, the NSW Government said it is supporting the diversification
of coal-reliant regional economies to assist with the phasing out of thermal coal
mining. Any move to facilitate the development of a new mine in the Rylestone
area is environmentally and socially irresponsible and flies in the face of scientific
knowledge and world opinion.

| urge you to consider my submission and reject this coal exploration proposal.
Yours sincerely,

Murray Williams



1707

From:

Sent: 17/08/2021 12:10:53 PM

To: DPE Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Mailbox

Cc: DPE PS ePlanning BExhibitions Mailbox >;
Subject: Webform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Attachments: submission-hawkins-rumker-proposed-coal-mine.docx

Submitted on Tue, 17/08/2021 - 12:09
Submitted by: Anonymous
Submitted values are:

Submission Type
| am making a personal submission

Name

Frst name
Ross

Last name
Stewart

1 would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info

Email

Suburb/Town & Postcode

Giralang

Submission file
submission-hawkins-rumker-proposed-coal-mine.docx

Submission
| oppose the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal mine.
Document attached.

Ross Stewart

| agree to the above statement
Yes

0636



Director Energy and Resource Policy,

Parramatta NSW 2124
Ross Stewart
GIRALANG ACT 2617
16 August 2021
Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment
| oppose the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration. My reasons are outlined below.

Time to move from coal, oil, gas and nuclear to alternative technologies and strategies

Coal is full of hideous chemicals and particles that seriously damage the environment for hundreds of miles
around mining areas. It's time to stop doing this and look at both alternative energy options and lifestyle options.
We can do much better on the energy conservation front than we do now. If we can slow down global warming
that will save some cooling energy too.

Water
Uncontrolled pollutants from the mine will make water in the area undrinkable and dangerous. There is no way
the mining company can control the release of poisons.

Occupational Health and Safety
Mining is fantastically dangerous. Recent history proves mining companies cut corners and ignore health and
safety of their staff.

Flora and Fauna

There are a lot of endangered flora and fauna species as well as endangered ecological communities which could
be lost. | am most concerned that this region is important habitat for both the Regent Honeyeater and the
Hooded Robin.

Aboriginal Community

You only have to look at the pitiful attempts by Rio Tinto to say sorry for destroying artwork in Western Australia
to see how much miners care about first nations people. Miners are alienated from the land. It is there for
exploitation only —they do not care. If they did, they would leave it alone. The region they are seeking to dig up is
the land of both creators of the world and powerful evil that needs to stay where it is, safely asleep in the ground.

Local economy

A lot of local landholders will be impacted negatively by this mine if it is approved. There will be a loss of
farmlands and productivity. The region has a significant honey industry and this will be seriously impacted by the
loss of forests.

Mines would transform this land into an unsightly, industrialised one and negatively impact on the value of the
amazing World Heritage area nearby. The region has long-term sustainable economic stability already. Why
change what is already working? The mining will contribute almost nothing to the economy of the area. It will
create an economic drain on the area.

Final point -do not approve this mine.
My name can be published on the website.
Yours sincerely,

Ross Stewart
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Hawkins Rumker PRIA Submission: Aboriginal Cultural Heritage

Prepared by:

Lucy Gray Traditional Custodian Dabee Wiradjuri Country
ﬂ, Windang, NSW, 2528

August 2021

My name is Lucy Gray and | am a Descendant of the Dabee Wiradjuri Apical Ancestors of the area
covered by the Hawkins Rumker proposal. | am a Member of the Native Title Claimants Group covering
the area proposed and a Traditional Custodian.

| strongly oppose that the proposed exploration areas are opened for exploration under
the Strategic Framework and request that the Advisory Board recommend against release
of the proposed areas.

| oppose the Hawkins Rumker proposal due to the potential risks of destroying or harming the many
Aboriginal heritage sites already known in the area and destroying or harming the Land and waters
of my people.

There are currently 28 publicly listed Aboriginal cultural sites in the proposed Hawkins and Rumker
release areas, six in the Hawkins area and 22 in the Rumker area (see Table 1). It should be noted that
this is a gross underestimation of the number of sites in the area: in collaboration with other
Traditional Custodians | have been connecting with residents and landowners in the Hawkins Rumker
and surrounding areas to be able to visit sites and Country, previously locked off due to it being
privately owned, and to prevent further destruction to Aboriginal cultural heritage sites.

Many further Significant Sites have been identified and Artefacts found, these are in the process of
being provided to AHIMS.

INTRODUCTION

Yindyamarra is a key way of being for the Wiradjuri peoples, to respect and honour everything.
Yindyamarra is interconnected with identity, belonging, culture, spirituality, language, law and
kinshipr.

Aboriginal peoples relationship with the land is based on respect: the land has cared for Aboriginal
peoples; Aboriginal peoples have cared for land in return. Each Aboriginal person is entrusted with
the knowledge and responsibility to care for their Country. The deep relationship with Country means
that disrespect, damage or destruction of Country leads to negative impacts on the health and
wellbeing of Aboriginal peoples.

INTERGENERATIONAL TRAUMA

Over centuries, Australian colonists have eroded Aboriginal culture and identity with Australia’s
various abhorrent laws, including the 1901 Constitution, which did not recognize our First Nations
peoples as human beings until the 1967 Referendum, the state sanctioned removal of my family from
traditional land and the land granted to non Aboriginal pastoralists, the state sanctioned massacres of
my family, the state sanctioned forced labour inflicted on my family and the forced removal of children
under the Assimilation Policy:

As a Traditional Custodian | feel strongly that the Hawkins Rumker proposal contributes to the ongoing
cycle of intergenerational trauma.



INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF CULTURAL SITES

The Traditional Custodians and Aboriginal Community members believe that sites are interconnected
and not isolated entities. Each site represents only one part of a bigger picture. If you find an artefact,
for example, the shard of a knife, it is not just an artefact. By looking at the surrounding landscape
(reading Country), and looking at the food sources, water sources and surrounding landscape, one can
connect that artefact to the larger story of who was there and what they did:

Mining operations of any kind, risk disturbing sites. Moving, damaging, or destroying one site,
destroys the meaning of the sites and their interconnectedness:

You cannot simply move an artefact for safe keeping during mining operations and then put it back
afterwards in the altered landscape; the meaning of sites are lost in altered landscapes.

Destroying sites or Country has an enormous negative impact at the individual and community level:
CONTINUED EROSION OF CULTURAL SITES

Songlines are an important part of Aboriginal culture and have been passed down from generation to
generation for tens of thousands of years. They not only map travel routes, but talk of the Creation
events, the connectedness between places, and the ceremonies associated with those places=. When
land routes are blocked or changed, the Songlines are broken.

Mining operations have already significantly impacted the Wiradjuri people’s Culture, Irreversible
damage to Country through altered landscapes has also resulted in devastating loss to Cultural sites.

DESECRATION OF ANCESTRAL RESTING GROUNDS

There has been approximately seven to eight non-Aboriginal generations in Australia since
colonization. Yet there are thought to be approximately 3000 generations of Aboriginal peoples in
Australia. A new mine would add to the already countless Ancestors and family of mine who have
already been disturbed.

PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACTS

The news of the proposed Hawkins Rumker land release areas for coal mining had far reaching
negative effects on the social and emotional wellbeing of myself and the local Wiradjuri people:

Ingrained in Aboriginal culture is the responsibility to care for Country for future generations. Needing
to protect Country and culture from the impacts of the Hawkins Rumer proposal placed a heavy
burden on us to take action. The impact on the Wiradjuri people if they were to suffer even more
disruption or destruction to Country is too painful to contemplate.

DAMAGE TO COUNTRY AND WATER

I am deeply worried that Mining Operation will have a heavy impact on our Waterways and
Swamps. The area under the PRIA has been drought affected for a long period and water
resources are already heavily impacted by farming practices.

Traditional Owners believe subsidence from Mining practices affect the Newnes Plateau area
and fear that the Hawkins Rumker Mining Proposal could equally affect the waterways swamps
and vital ecological hanging swamps in this area.

CONCLUSION



| strongly oppose the proposed Hawkins Rumker potential release areas for the following reasons:

Disproportionate impacts on the Wiradjuri peoples through the disruption and or destruction of
cultural sites;

Negative impact on Wiradjuri peoples’ culture and wellbeing seeing more Songlines broken
Negative impact on wellbeing to the Wiradjuri peoples seeing Country altered or destroyed
Reinforcement of the exclusion of Aboriginal peoples from accessing their cultural heritage;
Continued intergenerational trauma.

Unsustainable use of water and negative affect on swamps and waterways in a drought affected
area.

The level of community opposition to the Hawkins Rumker potential proposed release area with
concerns raised regarding the impacts Aboriginal Cultural Heritage and negative impact to wellbeing
due to damage or destruction of Country and culture, clearly indicate that a social license to operate
for this project has not been achieved.

I believe as a Custodian that this proposal places our Country and Water at unacceptable
risk. Further Mining in the area puts the birthrights of a clean and safe environment at
risk and affects the lives of our children and our children’s children.

| ask that Traditional Custodians of the land in the Hawkins and Rumker areas should be represented
on the DPIE team or Advisory Board.



From:

Sent: 17/08/2021 11:50:19 AM

To: DPE Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Mailbox >
Cc: DPE PS ePlanning Exhibitions Mailbo:

Subject: Webform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Attachments: mine-submission-jade-miskle.docx

Submitted on Tue, 17/08/2021 - 11:49
Submitted by: Anonymous
Submitted values are:

Submission Type
| am making a personal submission
Name

Frst name
Jade

Last name
Mskle

1 would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info

Email

Suburb/Town & Postcode

RYLSTONE

Submission file
mine-submission-jade-miskle.docx

Submission

See attached submission - | DO NOT CONSENT to the release of this land for Coal Exploration
| agree to the above statement

Yes

0639

1709



| am a young mother to an 18-month-old little boy & it is my responsibility to do everything | can to
ensure a safe future for him and his generation.

| ask myself everyday what the future will look like for him, what can | do now to ensure there is a
future for him.

| live on a small farming property just outside Rylstone, where my family has the luxury of space and
fresh air, a place where | can teach my son about the environment, growing food for us to eat and
caring for our animals.

This very farm is land that our government would like to release for Coal exploration, our home to
become a Mine, our community to have a mine on its doorstep. This is not the future | want for my
family or community.

Our town is under the false pretences that a coal mine will boost the economy of our community.
Right now, in the midst of a pandemic | drive into the neighbouring community of Mudgee where
multiple coal mines are still operating and | do not see local business in the town flourishing, instead
the are struggling to keep their doors open. The operation of the coal mine has not changed instead
the thing that is missing is the tourism. Without the tourism industry our small towns simply cannot
thrive. Tourism does not come at a cost to our environment. The introduction of another coal mine
will not mean our town will flourish. It will mean a lot of our local farming families will be displaced
and must move on.

Farming families have been the backbone of our community for generations & right now need our
support more than ever, so they do not loose their homes.

Does our Australian Government really believe that making money from another coal mine is more
important than the future of our farming communities and their homes?

We have a moral duty to protect our environment against the climate emergency we now face. We
must teach our children to defend and protect the environment against further destruction.

Our Australian government is already drastically behind the rest of the world in relation to helping
fight the climate crisis, by allowing the release of this land not only will you destroy the livelihood &
homes of many local families they will also be contributing to the CODE RED climate crisis we are
facing.

Lets me apart of the solution not the problem, | WILL NOT CONSENT to the release of this land for
Coal exploration.

Regards

Jade Miskle
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Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

Thank you for allowing me to make a submission regarding the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal
exploration and potential mining.

My name is Richard Miller. | live in the Hunter region of NSW and I’'m writing on my family’s behalf—
| have two young daughters—and to speak up for the millions of NSW residents who are deeply
concerned about the potential for new coal mines in western NSW.

| am opposed to the proposed exploration for the following reasons.

Coal’s disastrous contribution to a heating planet.

Put simply, if we are to avert the worst effects of climate change and a heating planet, we can’t
afford to dig up more coal. The most recent IPCC report found that Australia has already warmed by
around 1.4 degrees from pre-industrial levels—and coal is the number one contributor.

The consequences of this heating are all around us: record heatwaves, droughts, bushfires and
floods. With every tonne of coal dug up, the effects will only become worse. That should be enough
reason for this new exploration proposal to be knocked on the head. Our livelihoods and wellbeing
depend on us stopping fossil fuels. It’s not a question of some nebulous impact occurring decades in
the future. These are real-life impacts that are occurring right now.

The Federal Court recently ruled that the Federal Environment Minister has a duty of care to account
for the impact of coal on future generations when deciding on new mines. | understand that this is
not a federal matter, but the principle stands. Politicians and decision makers like you, and every day
citizens like me, all have a duty of care to our children and the next generations. That makes new
coal indefensible from an ethical viewpoint.

Besides, NSW has a net-zero target and has committed to rapidly moving away from coal and gas—
so why would we open up more land for coal mines? It’s illogical and self-defeating.

International (and domestic) markets are moving away from coal.

Our biggest coal markets and consumers—South Korea, Japan, even China—are actively moving
away from coal and building out new sources of renewable energy, according to the International
Energy Agency. NSW (and other Australian states and territories) are in a rapid transition from old
(fossil-fuel) technology to new (renewable) technology to meet our power needs, so there is no
domestic market for new coal, either.

This declining demand means that no new coal mines are required. The expense and damage caused
by opening up the Hawkins-Rumker area would be for nothing. New mines, new coal, will quickly
become stranded assets or at the least suffer massive write-downs.



The Hawkins-Rumker area will be irreversibly damaged by new mines.

Local Indigenous communities, farmers and citizens are all opposed to this exploration, based on the
very reasonable conclusion that exploring for coal will damage their local environment. Koalas and
many species of endangered birds also stand to be badly affected or even wiped out entirely.

Coal has a catastrophic impact on water supplies; it is an incredibly thirty business. Mining in the
area will pollute and destabilise aquifers and leave an already drought-prone region even more
vulnerable to the rising risk of water shortage. The flow on effects—rivers dying, towns suffering,
fiercer and more widespread bushfires—all make this decision a straightforward one: leave the coal
in the ground. Care for the local environment. Put people’s wellbeing and the natural world before
coal miners’ profits.

Conclusion.

| am just one person; | don’t have a lot of power to influence this process. Yet | feel | must speak up
and express my view as a citizen.

You are charged with making good decisions for the people of NSW and | hope and pray that you will
be open to hearing the concerns of people like me, recognising the reality of the rapidly changing
world we all face, and making the right decision to nip this exploration in the bud.

Your decision to stop this exploration before it begins will benefit local communities and
ecosystems, save water, protect native animals and plants, and save the NSW taxpayer a /ot of
money. There is no good reason to pursue any new mine in the area; and dozens of reasons to
decide to keep the coal in the ground and the Hawkins-Rumker area untouched.

Thank you for your time in considering my submission in this matter,

Richard Miller
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Definition Of War —

Armed conflict between different countries or different groups within a country.

Definition of Warred —

Small States warred against each other.

Definition of War Clouds —

A threatening situation of instability or against each other.

These definitions are all examples our Australian Government is using its power and political
strength on small country communities. The Australian Government aggressively dominating its
power and controlling the landowners.

As we have previously watched what the Australian Government has done this very act to the Bylong
community, Slowly the community forms a side. The War begins in the community. The majority
who are in favour for these mines to go ahead are residential people not land holders, there
property is not a threat to be bulldozed over or be made move on, these people are blindsided or
ignorant or even persuaded by money. People who tick the boxes that are in favour of mines are
under the Sumption that our community it will grow and benefit, little do they know that mines
nearby still have vacancies and unable to fill the job sector. So why do we need more dirt
disintegrated and farming land destroyed.

The Bylong landowners’ spirits were broken as they drove out the front gates for the last time,
watching the large chains with padlocks go on their gates, waiting for the heavy mining force to
come in and destroy their lives by foreign owned companies. This community once had their own
fire brigade, there was a local shop that supplied food and fuel and other essentials, there was a
school for the Bylong children which employed a schoolteacher, a bus run and this community had
raised thousands of dollars for local charities but now all that remains is the ruminants of a
community that was once there & for what a coal mine that has never been able to get of the
ground and a path of corruption left in its place.

The Australian Government is trying implement a tax of $1.60 per kg on cattle raised on pasture but
will not apply this tax to feedlots. Eventually once all farming and agriculture land is swallowed up by
mining, we will eventually see a short chain food supply.

The Australian farming families brings 75 billion dollars to the Australian economy, but the ignorance
of our government will be destroying our food supply and contributing to the greenhouse gas
emissions through the mining sector, as we are seeing in front of our eyes the devastation of floods
and bush fires all over the world as the planet is heating up. The disrespect that our politicians show
towards the highly intelligent David Edinburgh and his warnings to the Australian Government is

appalling.



Our Beautiful town RYLSTONE is heritage listed. This town does not need to see a mine develop on
its doorstep.

This is my home, where | have raised my children and now my grandchildren, please do not destroy
our beautiful community & our homes, we DO NOT need any more coal mines here.

Regards

Jo Miskle
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Hawkins Rumker PRIA Submission: Aboriginal Cultural Heritage

Prepared by:
Peter Swain Traditional Custodian Dabee Wiradjuri Country
Kandos NSW 2848

August 2021

My name is Peter Swain and | am a Descendant of the Dabee Wiradjuri Apical Ancestors of the area
covered by the Hawkins Rumker proposal. | am a Member of the Native Title Claimants Group covering
the area proposed and a Traditional Custodian.

| strongly oppose that the proposed exploration areas are opened for exploration under
the Strategic Framework and request that the Advisory Board recommend against release
of the proposed areas.

| oppose the Hawkins Rumker proposal due to the potential risks of destroying or harming the many
Aboriginal heritage sites already known in the area and destroying or harming the Land and waters
of my people.

There are currently 28 publicly listed Aboriginal cultural sites in the proposed Hawkins and Rumker
release areas, six in the Hawkins area and 22 in the Rumker area (see Table 1). It should be noted that
this is a gross underestimation of the number of sites in the area: in collaboration with other
Traditional Custodians | have been connecting with residents and landowners in the Hawkins Rumker
and surrounding areas to be able to visit sites and Country, previously locked off due to it being
privately owned, and to prevent further destruction to Aboriginal cultural heritage sites.

Many further Significant Sites have been identified and Artefacts found, these are in the process of
being provided to AHIMS.

INTRODUCTION

Yindyamarra is a key way of being for the Wiradjuri peoples, to respect and honour everything.
Yindyamarra is interconnected with identity, belonging, culture, spirituality, language, law and
kinshipr.

Aboriginal peoples relationship with the land is based on respect: the land has cared for Aboriginal
peoples; Aboriginal peoples have cared for land in return. Each Aboriginal person is entrusted with
the knowledge and responsibility to care for their Country. The deep relationship with Country means
that disrespect, damage or destruction of Country leads to negative impacts on the health and
wellbeing of Aboriginal peoples.

INTERGENERATIONAL TRAUMA

Over centuries, Australian colonists have eroded Aboriginal culture and identity with Australia’s
various abhorrent laws, including the 1901 Constitution, which did not recognize our First Nations
peoples as human beings until the 1967 Referendum, the state sanctioned removal of my family from
traditional land and the land granted to non Aboriginal pastoralists, the state sanctioned massacres of
my family, the state sanctioned forced labour inflicted on my family and the forced removal of children
under the Assimilation Policy:

As a Traditional Custodian | feel strongly that the Hawkins Rumker proposal contributes to the ongoing
cycle of intergenerational trauma.



INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF CULTURAL SITES

The Traditional Custodians and Aboriginal Community members believe that sites are interconnected
and not isolated entities. Each site represents only one part of a bigger picture. If you find an artefact,
for example, the shard of a knife, it is not just an artefact. By looking at the surrounding landscape
(reading Country), and looking at the food sources, water sources and surrounding landscape, one can
connect that artefact to the larger story of who was there and what they did:

Mining operations of any kind, risk disturbing sites. Moving, damaging, or destroying one site,
destroys the meaning of the sites and their interconnectedness:

You cannot simply move an artefact for safe keeping during mining operations and then put it back
afterwards in the altered landscape; the meaning of sites are lost in altered landscapes.

Destroying sites or Country has an enormous negative impact at the individual and community level:
CONTINUED EROSION OF CULTURAL SITES

Songlines are an important part of Aboriginal culture and have been passed down from generation to
generation for tens of thousands of years. They not only map travel routes, but talk of the Creation
events, the connectedness between places, and the ceremonies associated with those places=. When
land routes are blocked or changed, the Songlines are broken.

Mining operations have already significantly impacted the Wiradjuri people’s Culture, Irreversible
damage to Country through altered landscapes has also resulted in devastating loss to Cultural sites.

DESECRATION OF ANCESTRAL RESTING GROUNDS

There has been approximately seven to eight non-Aboriginal generations in Australia since
colonization. Yet there are thought to be approximately 3000 generations of Aboriginal peoples in
Australia. A new mine would add to the already countless Ancestors and family of mine who have
already been disturbed.

PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACTS

The news of the proposed Hawkins Rumker land release areas for coal mining had far reaching
negative effects on the social and emotional wellbeing of myself and the local Wiradjuri people:

Ingrained in Aboriginal culture is the responsibility to care for Country for future generations. Needing
to protect Country and culture from the impacts of the Hawkins Rumer proposal placed a heavy
burden on us to take action. The impact on the Wiradjuri people if they were to suffer even more
disruption or destruction to Country is too painful to contemplate.

DAMAGE TO COUNTRY AND WATER

I am deeply worried that Mining Operation will have a heavy impact on our Waterways and
Swamps. The area under the PRIA has been drought affected for a long period and water
resources are already heavily impacted by farming practices.

Traditional Owners believe subsidence from Mining practices affect the Newnes Plateau area
and fear that the Hawkins Rumker Mining Proposal could equally affect the waterways swamps
and vital ecological hanging swamps in this area.

CONCLUSION



| strongly oppose the proposed Hawkins Rumker potential release areas for the following reasons:

Disproportionate impacts on the Wiradjuri peoples through the disruption and or destruction of
cultural sites;

Negative impact on Wiradjuri peoples’ culture and wellbeing seeing more Songlines broken
Negative impact on wellbeing to the Wiradjuri peoples seeing Country altered or destroyed
Reinforcement of the exclusion of Aboriginal peoples from accessing their cultural heritage;
Continued intergenerational trauma.

Unsustainable use of water and negative affect on swamps and waterways in a drought affected
area.

The level of community opposition to the Hawkins Rumker potential proposed release area with
concerns raised regarding the impacts Aboriginal Cultural Heritage and negative impact to wellbeing
due to damage or destruction of Country and culture, clearly indicate that a social license to operate
for this project has not been achieved.

I believe as a Custodian that this proposal places our Country and Water at unacceptable
risk. Further Mining in the area puts the birthrights of a clean and safe environment at
risk and affects the lives of our children and our children’s children.

| ask that Traditional Custodians of the land in the Hawkins and Rumker areas should be represented
on the DPIE team or Advisory Board.
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Director Energy and Resource Policy,

Department of Planning, Industry and Environment
Locked Bag 502

Parramatta NSW 2124

Faulconbridge 2776

18 August 2021

Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

| am against the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration. My reasons are outlined below.

| am 59 years of age and have been visiting this beautiful part of the world for 40 years.

| am horrified that yet another coal mine is proposed in this area.

The rest of the world is planning for coal free energy production and moving towards the renewable energy
future that we need to ensure this planet remains habitable for humanity.

This landscape is precious and when it is gone it is gone forever along with the wildlife that inhabits it.

We have lost so much habitat for our rare flora and fauna, especially after the recent devastating bushfires.
We need to preserve it for future generations to enjoy.

Issues with the PRIA Process

The Hawkins Rumker REF that the Government prepared is fundamentally flawed. The area does not correctly
represent the Hawkins Rumker area, and it also states there are no known Aboriginal objects or declared
Aboriginal places in the area, and no threatened fauna and fauna. One questions how the government can assure
that any future exploration licenses would include “strict environmental management conditions to protect native
vegetation, fauna, land, water resources, heritage and community values” , when their own exploration process
couldn’t get it right.

The Independent Commission Against Corruption Report, Reducing the opportunities and incentives for
corruption in the state’s management of coal resources 2013, included recommendations that there should be
community consultation. The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment has been aware of the potential
coal release areas in Hawkins and Rumker for a year, however they only issued notices for community
consultation in June 2021.

Community consultations were advertised for 29 and 30 July 2021, yet the portal for online submissions opened
two weeks before this on 14 June 2021. The only people in the region who were notified were landowners who
properties fell within the boundaries of the exploration zones. Apart from this, the only other notification
provided were one-off advertisements in a few newspapers. This is not notifying the nearly 3000 residents in
surrounding areas on Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon, Clandulla, Lue, Dabbe, Olinda and Kelgoola. Why is it that these
people would not be notified of potential new coal release areas when they receive their water from the potential
release areas, and the coal would be transported through these areas?

The community consultation meeting were capped at four groups of 50 people, with one of these to be held in
Mudgee. How could this possibly be a real attempt to have consultation with a population of nearly 3000 people?



There is no transparency in how the Government will weight and evaluate the submissions during the PRIA
process. The Government has not agreed to make the report on the PRIA outcomes publicly available prior to its
submission to Cabinet. This is also contrary to the Independent Commission Against Corruption findings, which
highlighted the role of public officials in providing frank and independent advice to a minister and noted that
public officials continue to remain vulnerable to potential demands to change recommendations to align with a
minister’s wishes.

Worldwide trend to move to sustainable energy sources

The Reserve Bank of Australia anticipates international thermal coal demand to decline in the long-term as
renewable electricity generation becomes more viable.

In its Strategic Statement on Coal Exploration and Mining in NSW released in June 2020, the NSW Government
describes one of its four actions is supporting diversification of coal-reliant regional economies to assist with the
phase-out of thermal coal mining

Australia exports 75 percent of its coal to Japan, South Korea and China. These countries have followed other
countries in a worldwide trend and committed to move away from fossil fuels, which will result in decreased
demand for coal.

This year, the G7 has committed to end public support for unabated coal generation by end of 2021.

The International Energy Agency Roadmap for the global energy sector states the world’s coal will decline to just
one fifth of current levels by 2040, and to one tenth by 2050.

Water

One of the greatest threats is to our region’s precious water supplies. This area is rich in natural springs and
bores. Exploration and mining can have significant impacts on the water resources of a local area. Drilling can
crack and drain underground aquifers'® !, Once the water is gone, it is lost forever.

Open cut and underground coal mines have caused water contamination and have destroyed biodiversity in
waterways.

The Rylstone Dam catchment is in the proposed exploration areas. The upper catchment of the Cudgegong River
feeds into the water supplies of Rylstone Dam and Windamere Dam. The Hawkins Rumker proposed release areas
threaten the water supply for the towns of Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon and Clandulla; water flow to Mudgee may
also be negatively impacted.

Without water, there is no life. There are no communities. There is no agriculture, no tourism, nothing to fight
bushfires with.

Flora and Fauna

There are a lot of endangered flora and fauna species as well as endangered ecological communities which could
be lost. NSW BioNet has recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Mid-Western Regional Council

LGA.

Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss of fish habitat and threatened fish
species.



The riparian meadows along Reedy Creek and Breakfast Creek®® could be lost. The Swamp Grassland and
Sphagnum Bog in the central part of Coxs Creek is thoroughly unique®® and would be under threat.

Mines would transform our beautiful area into an unsightly, industrialised one and negatively impact on the value
of the amazing World Heritage area on our doorstep.

Aboriginal Heritage

There are a significant number of Aboriginal heritage sites within the areas, including art and ceremonial sites,
that are at risk. We have a duty as a nation to protect these sites.

Significant sites have already been destroyed by mining and our laws are inadequate to protect these sites.

Impact on current local economy

Large areas would become coal mines. The proposed Hawkins Rumker coal release areas cover approximately
32,000 ha of land and would directly affect 180 landholders. There will be a loss of agricultural lands, farms
would disappear or lose their water, and productive agricultural lands would be dug up or left fallow.

The people in the region have built long-term sustainable economic stability for this region. This revenue stays in
the pockets of our local businesses. Businesses that have helped build the tourism industry in the region include
vineyards, olive groves, horse studs, beef and sheep farms, eco-tourism, short stay accommodation, restaurants,
cafes, antique shops, soft furnishings and knick-knacks for example. These businesses are incompatible with
mining: tourists do not come to see coal mines.

Mines provide a flow of revenue to governments and their (mostly foreign) owners, however, the flow on to local
businesses and local communities is generally not seen. The Hunter in the biggest coal export terminal, yet they
only contribute to two percent (2%) of State Revenue; the rest goes overseas.

Mining is a specialist industry. People with the skills tend to follow the mines and very few additional local jobs
are created. Like many industries, mining is becoming more automated, requiring fewer people. Over the next
five years, mining is predicted to create just 0.4 percent of new jobs across all of Australia.

Just the threat of new mines being developed decimates many of the existing businesses as people stop investing
or move away — even if the mine ultimately does not get approved. This has already happened in nearby Ulan,

Wollar and Bylong.

The cost of living, especially housing, is often driven up to levels locals can no longer afford, as they cannot
compete with the high wages miners receive.

Local towns close once the mines move on as they no longer have the income from the mines they were
dependent on; and unemployment and associated issues such as crime, increase. This is the very reason
strategies such as transitioning communities dependent on coal mining in NSW are require

Yours sincerely,
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Submission to the Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment
Hawkins Rumker

Dear NSW state government,

I have been an NSW resident for my entire life. When travelling overseas I find that it is the
NSW landscape, in its unparalleled flora and unique fauna, that defines my pride for where I
live. And so, I simply cannot believe that, with the International Energy Agency renouncing
coal! and many countries already abandoning it?, our state government would risk such
natural assets in the pursuit of the short-term gains of coal mining.

With much of my family living in Newcastle, we have had many jaunts into the Wollemi
national park that the proposed Rumker and Hawkins release sites border. On the lucky
occasions we spotted Koalas snoozing in the tree-tops or were delighted by the concert of
indigenous birdsong there. Many of these local animals are already endangered, with the
Regent honeyeater so close to extinction that it is in the heartbreaking process of forgetting
its own song’. Not only do these animals live within the proposed regions, but it is almost
inevitable that the environmental damage caused by coal mines spills over into the regions
surrounding it*. These proposals therefore represent too great a risk for the Wollemi national
park itself and the Cudgegong and Goulburn rivers, both important suppliers of significant
water catchments areas.

I was so impressed with our state government at their decision to buy and convert the
Narriearra station as a national park. I became hopeful that this represented a new leaf in the
Liberal government’s understanding of the natural world we live in. With climate change on
the rampage and with Australia having one of the worst records for animal extinction rates®,
we cannot trade new national park areas for the destruction of others. I, nor my family, will
vote for a government that supports such action. I implore you to not release these crucial
areas, and instead to preserve one of the foundations of our pride in our state.

Sincerely,

Nicholas Ranson.

L https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-05-20/international-energy-agency-report-shift-gas-coal-
government/100150296

2 https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/20-countries-phasing-out-goal-un-cop23/

3 https://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/wildlife/2021/03/the-regent-honeyeater-is-forgetting-its-
song-as-the-species-dies-out/

4 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environmental_effects_of mining

5 https://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-08-19/fact-check-does-australia-have-one-of-the-highest-
extinction/6691026
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Director Energy and Resource Policy,

Parramatta NSW 2124

Sarah Redshaw
Katoomba 2780 NSW

17/08/2021

Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

| am against the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration. My reasons and/or how it will impact me are
outlined below.

| am 63 years of age and have been visiting the area for many years. | live in the World Heritage Blue Mountains. |
am aware of and have great appreciation for the delicate and fragile ecological environment we are surrounded
by. This includes adjacent areas such as Gardens of Stone and out to Ryleston.

WE CANNOT KEEP DESTROYING OUR ENVIRONMENT unless we just want to see the planet burn and become
unlivable for every living thing in the future. It is madness to continue to mine fossil fuels to be burnt thus
increasing global warming and destroying more local environment. This is not tenable no matter how much profit
can be made in a declining market for coal.

In light of the urgent need to reduce fossil fuel mining and burning as highlighted in the recent IPCC report | beg
you to leave the Hawkins Rumker region intact to help give us a chance for a healthier planet not one that is
further destroyed for short term profit.

Yours sincerely

Sarah Redshaw

| wish my name to be withheld from the PRIA submission site: No



Issues with the PRIA Process

The Hawkins Rumker REF that the Government prepared is fundamentally flawed. The area does not correctly
represent the Hawkins Rumker area, and it also states there are no known Aboriginal objects or declared
Aboriginal places in the area, and no threatened fauna and fauna. One questions how the government can assure
that any future exploration licenses would include “strict environmental management conditions to protect native
vegetation, fauna, land, water resources, heritage and community values” , when their own exploration process
couldn’t get it right.

The Independent Commission Against Corruption Report, Reducing the opportunities and incentives for
corruption in the state’s management of coal resources 2013, included recommendations that there should be
community consultation. The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment has been aware of the potential
coal release areas in Hawkins and Rumker for a year, however they only issued notices for community
consultation in June 2021.

Community consultations were advertised for 29 and 30 July 2021, yet the portal for online submissions opened
two weeks before this on 14 June 2021. The only people in the region who were notified were landowners who
properties fell within the boundaries of the exploration zones. Apart from this, the only other notification
provided were one-off advertisements in a few newspapers. This is not notifying the nearly 3000 residents in
surrounding areas on Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon, Clandulla, Lue, Dabbe, Olinda and Kelgoola. Why is it that these
people would not be notified of potential new coal release areas when they receive their water from the potential
release areas, and the coal would be transported through these areas?

The community consultation meeting were capped at four groups of 50 people, with one of these to be held in
Mudgee. How could this possibly be a real attempt to have consultation with a population of nearly 3000 people?

There is no transparency in how the Government will weight and evaluate the submissions during the PRIA
process. The Government has not agreed to make the report on the PRIA outcomes publicly available prior to its
submission to Cabinet. This is also contrary to the Independent Commission Against Corruption findings, which
highlighted the role of public officials in providing frank and independent advice to a minister and noted that
public officials continue to remain vulnerable to potential demands to change recommendations to align with a
minister’s wishes.

Worldwide trend to move to sustainable energy sources

The Reserve Bank of Australia anticipates international thermal coal demand to decline in the long-term as
renewable electricity generation becomes more viable.

In its Strategic Statement on Coal Exploration and Mining in NSW released in June 2020, the NSW Government
describes one of its four actions is supporting diversification of coal-reliant regional economies to assist with the
phase-out of thermal coal mining

Australia exports 75 percent of its coal to Japan, South Korea and China. These countries have followed other
countries in a worldwide trend and committed to move away from fossil fuels, which will result in decreased
demand for coal.

This year, the G7 has committed to end public support for unabated coal generation by end of 2021.

The International Energy Agency Roadmap for the global energy sector states the world’s coal will decline to just

one fifth of current levels by 2040, and to one tenth by 2050.

Water



One of the greatest threats is to our region’s precious water supplies. This area is rich in natural springs and
bores. Exploration and mining can have significant impacts on the water resources of a local area. Drilling can
crack and drain underground aquifers!® 1. Once the water is gone, it is lost forever.

Open cut and underground coal mines have caused water contamination and have destroyed biodiversity in
waterways.

The Rylstone Dam catchment is in the proposed exploration areas. The upper catchment of the Cudgegong River
feeds into the water supplies of Rylstone Dam and Windamere Dam. The Hawkins Rumker proposed release areas
threaten the water supply for the towns of Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon and Clandulla; water flow to Mudgee may
also be negatively impacted.

Without water, there is no life. There are no communities. There is no agriculture, no tourism, nothing to fight
bushfires with.

Flora and Fauna

There are a lot of endangered flora and fauna species as well as endangered ecological communities which could
be lost. NSW BioNet has recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Mid-Western Regional Council
LGA.

Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss of fish habitat and threatened fish
species.

The riparian meadows along Reedy Creek and Breakfast Creek!® could be lost. The Swamp Grassland and
Sphagnum Bog in the central part of Coxs Creek is thoroughly unique®® and would be under threat.

Mines would transform our beautiful area into an unsightly, industrialised one and negatively impact on the value
of the amazing World Heritage area on our doorstep.

Aboriginal Heritage

There are a significant number of Aboriginal heritage sites within the areas, including art and ceremonial sites,
that are at risk. We have a duty as a nation to protect these sites.

Significant sites have already been destroyed by mining and our laws are inadequate to protect these sites.

Impact on current local economy

Large areas would become coal mines. The proposed Hawkins Rumker coal release areas cover approximately
32,000 ha of land and would directly affect 180 landholders. There will be a loss of agricultural lands, farms
would disappear or lose their water, and productive agricultural lands would be dug up or left fallow.

The people in the region have built long-term sustainable economic stability for this region. This revenue stays in
the pockets of our local businesses. Businesses that have helped build the tourism industry in the region include
vineyards, olive groves, horse studs, beef and sheep farms, eco-tourism, short stay accommodation, restaurants,
cafes, antique shops, soft furnishings and knick-knacks for example. These businesses are incompatible with
mining: tourists do not come to see coal mines.

Mines provide a flow of revenue to governments and their (mostly foreign) owners, however, the flow on to local
businesses and local communities is generally not seen. The Hunter in the biggest coal export terminal, yet they
only contribute to two percent (2%) of State Revenue; the rest goes overseas.



Mining is a specialist industry. People with the skills tend to follow the mines and very few additional local jobs
are created. Like many industries, mining is becoming more automated, requiring fewer people. Over the next
five years, mining is predicted to create just 0.4 percent of new jobs across all of Australia.

Just the threat of new mines being developed decimates many of the existing businesses as people stop investing
or move away — even if the mine ultimately does not get approved. This has already happened in nearby Ulan,
Wollar and Bylong.

The cost of living, especially housing, is often driven up to levels locals can no longer afford, as they cannot
compete with the high wages miners receive.

Local towns close once the mines move on as they no longer have the income from the mines they were
dependent on; and unemployment and associated issues such as crime, increase. This is the very reason
strategies such as transitioning communities dependent on coal mining in NSW are required.

Social & health implications
Air, water, soil and noise pollution, do not stay within the boundaries of the coal mining sites.

The neighbouring Hunter Valley is now a pollution ‘hotspot’ and has some of the highest rates for respiratory and
cardiac conditions in NSW.

There would be a lot more traffic, including heavy vehicles on our local and rural roads. Traffic incidents increase
from mine workers travelling to and from work. The quality of our roads is already very poor and they are not
suited to increased or heavy load traffic. Historically, mines in this council area have been loath to put money into
fixing any traffic issues created by their presence.

Noise and vibration will dramatically increase with blasting, heavy earthmoving equipment and machinery
operating in the mines 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and by coal being transported out on trains and trucks
running through our towns.

Trains and trucks are not covered and the coal dust and associated pollution from transporting the coal can travel
for kilometres.

Mines can be associated with increased rates of alcohol and drug abuse, violence, sexual assaults, and other
crimes in adjoining communities.

Health effects are already being felt as people experience anxiety and stress about the threat to their region? and
economic stability.
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Dr Emily Hynes

Anglesea
3230

17" August 2021

Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

| am strongly opposed to the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration for a number of reasons.

The world is moving on from coal, so why invest in something where there is no demand?

The Reserve Bank of Australia anticipates international thermal coal demand to decline in the long-term
as renewable electricity generation becomes more viable.

In its Strategic Statement on Coal Exploration and Mining in NSW released in June 2020, the NSW
Government describes one of its four actions is supporting diversification of coal-reliant regional
economies to assist with the phase-out of thermal coal mining

Australia exports 75 percent of its coal to Japan, South Korea and China. These countries have followed
other countries in a worldwide trend and committed to move away from fossil fuels, which will result in
decreased demand for coal.

This year, the G7 has committed to end public support for unabated coal generation by end of 2021.

The International Energy Agency Roadmap for the global energy sector states the world’s coal will
decline to just one fifth of current levels by 2040, and to one tenth by 2050.

No destruction of ecosystems

Mining poses a key threat to the persistence of a number of endangered species and ecological
communities. NSW BioNet has recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Mid-Western
Regional Council LGA.

Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss of fish habitat and threatened
fish species.

The riparian meadows along Reedy Creek and Breakfast Creek could be lost. The Swamp Grassland
and Sphagnum Bog in the central part of Coxs Creek is thoroughly unique. and would be under threat.

Mines would transform our beautiful area into an unsightly, industrialised one and negatively impact on
the value of the amazing World Heritage area on our doorstep.

Water



One of the greatest threats is to our region’s precious water supplies. This area is rich in natural springs
and bores. Exploration and mining can have significant impacts on the water resources of a local area.
Drilling can crack and drain underground aquifers'® ', Once the water is gone, it is lost forever.

Open cut and underground coal mines have caused water contamination and have destroyed
biodiversity in waterways.

The Rylstone Dam catchment is in the proposed exploration areas. The upper catchment of the
Cudgegong River feeds into the water supplies of Rylstone Dam and Windamere Dam. The Hawkins
Rumker proposed release areas threaten the water supply for the towns of Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon
and Clandulla; water flow to Mudgee may also be negatively impacted.

Without water, there is no life. There are no communities. There is no agriculture, no tourism, nothing to
fight bushfires with.

Aboriginal Heritage

We need to preserve aboriginal heritage sites which represent the longest continuous culture in the
world.

There are a significant number of Aboriginal heritage sites within the areas, including art and ceremonial
sites, that are at risk. We have a duty as a nation to protect these sites.

Significant sites have already been destroyed by mining and our laws are inadequate to protect these
sites.

Social & health implications

Air, water, soil and noise pollution, do not stay within the boundaries of the coal mining sites.

The neighbouring Hunter Valley is now a pollution ‘hotspot’ and has some of the highest rates for
respiratory and cardiac conditions in NSW.

There would be a lot more traffic, including heavy vehicles on our local and rural roads. Traffic incidents
increase from mine workers travelling to and from work. The quality of our roads is already very poor and
they are not suited to increased or heavy load traffic. Historically, mines in this council area have been
loath to put money into fixing any traffic issues created by their presence.

Noise and vibration will dramatically increase with blasting, heavy earthmoving equipment and
machinery operating in the mines 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and by coal being transported out on
trains and trucks running through our towns.

Trains and trucks are not covered and the coal dust and associated pollution from transporting the coal
can travel for kilometres.

Mines can be associated with increased rates of alcohol and drug abuse, violence, sexual assaults, and
other crimes in adjoining communities.

Health effects are already being felt as people experience anxiety and stress about the threat to their
region?® and economic stability.

Yours sincerely,

Dr Emily Hynes



From:

Sent: 17/08/2021 5:53:55 AV

To:

Cc:

Subject: Webform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Attachments: submission-template-for-public-final.docx

Submitted on Tue, 17/08/2021 - 05:53
Submitted by: Anonymous
Submitted values are:

Submission Type
| am making a personal submission
Name

Frst name
Cat

Last name
Wright

1 would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info

Email

Suburb/Town & Postcode
Randwick

Submission file

submission-template-for-public-final.docx

Submission
Altached.

| agree to the above statement
Yes

0658

1717



Director Energy and Resource Policy,

Department of Planning, Industry and Environment
Locked Bag 502

Parramatta NSW 2124

Cat Clare Wright

Randwick 2031
NSW

17/08/2021

Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

| am against the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration. My reasons and/or how it will impact me are
outlined below.

| am 52 years of age and have been living the area for 10 years.
Issues with the PRIA Process

The Hawkins Rumker REF that the Government prepared is fundamentally flawed. The area does not correctly
represent the Hawkins Rumker area, and it also states there are no known Aboriginal objects or declared
Aboriginal places in the area, and no threatened fauna and fauna. One questions how the government can assure
that any future exploration licenses would include “strict environmental management conditions to protect native
vegetation, fauna, land, water resources, heritage and community values” , when their own exploration process
couldn’t get it right.

The Independent Commission Against Corruption Report, Reducing the opportunities and incentives for
corruption in the state’s management of coal resources 2013, included recommendations that there should be
community consultation. The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment has been aware of the potential
coal release areas in Hawkins and Rumker for a year, however they only issued notices for community
consultation in June 2021.

Community consultations were advertised for 29 and 30 July 2021, yet the portal for online submissions opened
two weeks before this on 14 June 2021. The only people in the region who were notified were landowners who
properties fell within the boundaries of the exploration zones. Apart from this, the only other notification
provided were one-off advertisements in a few newspapers. This is not notifying the nearly 3000 residents in
surrounding areas on Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon, Clandulla, Lue, Dabbe, Olinda and Kelgoola. Why is it that these
people would not be notified of potential new coal release areas when they receive their water from the potential
release areas, and the coal would be transported through these areas?

The community consultation meeting were capped at four groups of 50 people, with one of these to be held in
Mudgee. How could this possibly be a real attempt to have consultation with a population of nearly 3000 people?

There is no transparency in how the Government will weight and evaluate the submissions during the PRIA
process. The Government has not agreed to make the report on the PRIA outcomes publicly available prior to its
submission to Cabinet. This is also contrary to the Independent Commission Against Corruption findings, which
highlighted the role of public officials in providing frank and independent advice to a minister and noted that
public officials continue to remain vulnerable to potential demands to change recommendations to align with a
minister’s wishes.



Worldwide trend to move to sustainable energy sources

The Reserve Bank of Australia anticipates international thermal coal demand to decline in the long-term as
renewable electricity generation becomes more viable.

In its Strategic Statement on Coal Exploration and Mining in NSW released in June 2020, the NSW Government
describes one of its four actions is supporting diversification of coal-reliant regional economies to assist with the
phase-out of thermal coal mining

Australia exports 75 percent of its coal to Japan, South Korea and China. These countries have followed other
countries in a worldwide trend and committed to move away from fossil fuels, which will result in decreased
demand for coal.

This year, the G7 has committed to end public support for unabated coal generation by end of 2021.

The International Energy Agency Roadmap for the global energy sector states the world’s coal will decline to just
one fifth of current levels by 2040, and to one tenth by 2050.

Water

One of the greatest threats is to our region’s precious water supplies. This area is rich in natural springs and
bores. Exploration and mining can have significant impacts on the water resources of a local area. Drilling can

crack and drain underground aquifers!® 1. Once the water is gone, it is lost forever.

Open cut and underground coal mines have caused water contamination and have destroyed biodiversity in
waterways.

The Rylstone Dam catchment is in the proposed exploration areas. The upper catchment of the Cudgegong River
feeds into the water supplies of Rylstone Dam and Windamere Dam. The Hawkins Rumker proposed release areas
threaten the water supply for the towns of Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon and Clandulla; water flow to Mudgee may
also be negatively impacted.

Without water, there is no life. There are no communities. There is no agriculture, no tourism, nothing to fight
bushfires with.

Flora and Fauna

There are a lot of endangered flora and fauna species as well as endangered ecological communities which could
be lost. NSW BioNet has recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Mid-Western Regional Council

LGA.

Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss of fish habitat and threatened fish
species.

The riparian meadows along Reedy Creek and Breakfast Creek!® could be lost. The Swamp Grassland and
Sphagnum Bog in the central part of Coxs Creek is thoroughly unique®® and would be under threat.

Mines would transform our beautiful area into an unsightly, industrialised one and negatively impact on the value
of the amazing World Heritage area on our doorstep.

Aboriginal Heritage



There are a significant number of Aboriginal heritage sites within the areas, including art and ceremonial sites,
that are at risk. We have a duty as a nation to protect these sites.

Significant sites have already been destroyed by mining and our laws are inadequate to protect these sites.

Impact on current local economy

Large areas would become coal mines. The proposed Hawkins Rumker coal release areas cover approximately
32,000 ha of land and would directly affect 180 landholders. There will be a loss of agricultural lands, farms
would disappear or lose their water, and productive agricultural lands would be dug up or left fallow.

The people in the region have built long-term sustainable economic stability for this region. This revenue stays in
the pockets of our local businesses. Businesses that have helped build the tourism industry in the region include
vineyards, olive groves, horse studs, beef and sheep farms, eco-tourism, short stay accommodation, restaurants,
cafes, antique shops, soft furnishings and knick-knacks for example. These businesses are incompatible with
mining: tourists do not come to see coal mines.

Mines provide a flow of revenue to governments and their (mostly foreign) owners, however, the flow on to local
businesses and local communities is generally not seen. The Hunter in the biggest coal export terminal, yet they
only contribute to two percent (2%) of State Revenue; the rest goes overseas.

Mining is a specialist industry. People with the skills tend to follow the mines and very few additional local jobs
are created. Like many industries, mining is becoming more automated, requiring fewer people. Over the next
five years, mining is predicted to create just 0.4 percent of new jobs across all of Australia.

Just the threat of new mines being developed decimates many of the existing businesses as people stop investing
or move away — even if the mine ultimately does not get approved. This has already happened in nearby Ulan,
Wollar and Bylong.

The cost of living, especially housing, is often driven up to levels locals can no longer afford, as they cannot
compete with the high wages miners receive.

Local towns close once the mines move on as they no longer have the income from the mines they were
dependent on; and unemployment and associated issues such as crime, increase. This is the very reason
strategies such as transitioning communities dependent on coal mining in NSW are required.

Social & health implications
Air, water, soil and noise pollution, do not stay within the boundaries of the coal mining sites.

The neighbouring Hunter Valley is now a pollution ‘hotspot’ and has some of the highest rates for respiratory and
cardiac conditions in NSW.

There would be a lot more traffic, including heavy vehicles on our local and rural roads. Traffic incidents increase
from mine workers travelling to and from work. The quality of our roads is already very poor and they are not
suited to increased or heavy load traffic. Historically, mines in this council area have been loath to put money into
fixing any traffic issues created by their presence.

Noise and vibration will dramatically increase with blasting, heavy earthmoving equipment and machinery
operating in the mines 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and by coal being transported out on trains and trucks
running through our towns.



Trains and trucks are not covered and the coal dust and associated pollution from transporting the coal can travel
for kilometres.

Mines can be associated with increased rates of alcohol and drug abuse, violence, sexual assaults, and other
crimes in adjoining communities.

Health effects are already being felt as people experience anxiety and stress about the threat to their region? and
economic stability.

| wish my name to be withheld from the PRIA submission site: Yes / No

Yours sincerely,

Cat Wright
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Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

| am against the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration This submission explains my opposition and reasoning against the the Harkins
Rumker coal exploration.

| am a regular visitor to Rylstone and surrounding areas and am attracted byits diversity of flora and fauna clean waterways and spectacular
scenery.

I was shocked when | last visited this area in July 2021 to find that this unique area was under threat from coal exploration.

When | investigated further talking to the local residents of this area many were not informed of this proposal for coal exploration and those that
were aware were not consulted until the month before in June 2021. Further to investigations |leamnt that the Department of Planning Industry and
Environment had been aware of the potential coal release areas in Harkins and Rumker for a year prior with no community consultations until June
2021. Formal notifications were only provided to landowners whom properties fell within the boundaries of the exploration areas. No consultations
were given to the 3000 residents whom would be adversity effected by the new coal proposal byincrease in heavytraffic, degraded water and air
qualityas well as environmental degradation.

This goes against The Independent Commission Against Corruption Report 2013 to reduce the opportunities and incentives for Corruption in the
states management of coal resources which included community consultation.

The Hawkins Rumker REF that the Government prepared is fundamentally flawed. The area does not correctly represent the Hawkins Rumker
area, and it also states there are no known Aboriginal objects or declared Aboriginal places in the area, and no threatened fauna and fauna. One
questions how the government can assure that any future exploration licenses would include “strict environmental management conditions to
protect native vegetation, fauna, land, water resources, heritage and community values” , when their own exploration process couldn’t get it right.

| have hike through many of these area deemed for exploration and have seen many aboriginal artifacts including canoe trees and tools. All of
Australia's native flauna and fauna are threatened with our diminishing native forest and threat from climate change. The exploration of coal in this
area will further add to many more extinctions of our unique biodiversity . NSW BioNet has recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the
Md-Western Regional Council LGA

Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss of fish habitat and threatened fish species.

The riparian meadows along Reedy Creek and Breakfast Creek16 could be lost. The Swamp Grassland and Sphagnum Bog in the central part of
Coxs Creek is thoroughly unique16 and would be under threat.

One of the greatest threats is to this region’s precious water supplies. This area is rich in natural springs and bores. Exploration and mining can
havwe significantimpacts on the water resources of a local area. Drilling can crack and drain underground aquifers Once the water is gone, itis lost
forever.

Open cut and underground coal mines have caused water contamination and have destroyed biodiversity in waterways.

The Ryistone Dam catchment is in the proposed exploration areas. The upper catchment of the Cudgegong River feeds into the water supplies of
Rylstone Dam and Windamere Dam. The Hawkins Rumker proposed release areas threaten the water supply for the towns of Rylstone, Kandos,
Charbon and Clandulla; water flow to Mudgee may also be negativelyimpacted.

Without water, there is no life. There are no communities. There is no agriculture, no tourism.

Mnes would transform this beautiful area into an unsightly, industrialised one and negativelyimpact on the value of the amazng World Heritage
area.
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times that amount ~—2.2 billion tonnes.

This year the G7 has committed to end public support for unabated coal generation by the end of 2021

It does not make economic, environmental or climatic sense to continue with coal exploration. Many countries are moving away from polluting fossil
fuels which will decrease the demand for coal

Inits Strategic Statement on Coal Exploration and Mining in NSW released in June 2020, the NSW Government describes one of its four actions is
supporting diversification of coal-reliant regional economies to assist with the phase-out of thermal coal mining

Air, water, soil and noise pollution, do not stay within the boundaries of the coal mining sites.

The neighbouring Hunter Valleyis now a pollution ‘hotspot’ and has some of the highest rates for respiratory and cardiac conditions in NSW.

Noise and vibration will dramatically increase with blasting, heawy earthmoving equipment and machinery operating in the mines 24 hours a day, 7
days a week, and by coal being transported out on trains and trucks running through our towns.

Trains and trucks are not covered and the coal dust and associated pollution from transporting the coal can travel for kilometres.

Health effects are already being felt as people experience anxiety and stress about the threat to their region28 and economic stability.

| wish my name to be withheld from the PRIAsubmission site: /No
Yours sincerely,

Pascale Dujardin

| agree to the above statement
Yes
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Director Energy and Resource Policy,

Department of Planning, Industry and Environment
Locked Bag 502

Parramatta NSW 2124

Pascale Dujardin
145 Bamarang Road
Bamarang

NSW 2540
17/08/2021

Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

| am against the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration This submission explains my opposition and
reasoning against the the Harkins Rumker coal exploration.

| am a regular visitor to Rylstone and surrounding areas and am attracted by its diversity of flauna and fauna clean
waterways and spectacular scenery.

| was shocked when | last visited this area in July2021 to find that this unique area was under threat from coal
exploration.

When | investigated further talking to the local residents of this area many were not informed of this proposal for
coal exploration and those that were aware were not consulted until the month before in June 2021. Further to
investigations | learnt that the Department of Planning Industry and Environment had been aware of the potential
coal release areas in Harkins and Rumker for a year prior with no community consulations until June 2021. Formal
notifications were only provided to landowners whom properties fell within the boundaries of the exploration areas.
No consultations were given to the 3000 residents whom would be adversity effected by the new coal proposal by
increase in heavy traffic, degraded water and air quality as well as environmental degradation.

This goes against The Independent Commission Against Corruption Report 2013 to reduce the opportunities and
incentives for Corruption in the staes management of coal resources which included community consultation.

The Hawkins Rumker REF that the Government prepared is fundamentally flawed. The area does not correctly
represent the Hawkins Rumker area, and it also states there are no known Aboriginal objects or declared Aboriginal
places in the area, and no threatened fauna and fauna. One questions how the government can assure that any
future exploration licenses would include “strict environmental management conditions to protect native vegetation,
fauna, land, water resources, heritage and community values” , when their own exploration process couldn’t get it
right.

| have hike through many of these area deemed for exploration and have seen many aboriginal artifacts including
canoe trees and tools. All of Australias native flauna and fauna are threatened with our diminishing native forest
and threat from climate change. The exploration of coal in this area will further add to many more extinctions of
our unique flauna and flora There are a lot of endangered flora and fauna species as well as endangered
ecological communities which could be lost. NSW BioNet has recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in
the Mid-Western Regional Council LGA

Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss of fish habitat and threatened fish
species.

The riparian meadows along Reedy Creek and Breakfast Creek'® could be lost. The Swamp Grassland and
Sphagnum Bog in the central part of Coxs Creek is thoroughly unique'® and would be under threat.

One of the greatest threats is to this region’s precious water supplies. This area is rich in natural springs and
bores. Exploration and mining can have significant impacts on the water resources of a local area. Drilling can
crack and drain underground aquifers Once the water is gone, it is lost forever.

Open cut and underground coal mines have caused water contamination and have destroyed biodiversity in
waterways.

The Rylstone Dam catchment is in the proposed exploration areas. The upper catchment of the Cudgegong River
feeds into the water supplies of Rylstone Dam and Windamere Dam. The Hawkins Rumker proposed release areas
threaten the water supply for the towns of Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon and Clandulla; water flow to Mudgee may
also be negatively impacted.

Without water, there is no life. There are no communities. There is no agriculture, no tourism, nothing to fight
bushfires with.



Mines would transform this beautiful area into an unsightly, industrialised one and negatively impact on the value of
the amazing World Heritage area.

Australia’s total annual emissions are currently around 528 million tonnes of carbon dioxide. If fully mined, this new
coal area would release four times that amount — 2.2 billion tonnes.

This year the G7 has committed to end public support for unabated coal generation by the end of 2021

It does not make economic, environmental or climatic sense to continue with coal exploration. Many countries are
moving away from polluting fossil fuels which will decrease the demand for coal

In its Strategic Statement on Coal Exploration and Mining in NSW released in June 2020, the NSW Government
describes one of its four actions is supporting diversification of coal-reliant regional economies to assist with the
phase-out of thermal coal mining

Air, water, soil and noise pollution, do not stay within the boundaries of the coal mining sites.

The neighbouring Hunter Valley is now a pollution ‘hotspot’ and has some of the highest rates for respiratory and
cardiac conditions in NSW.

Noise and vibration will dramatically increase with blasting, heavy earthmoving equipment and machinery operating
in the mines 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and by coal being transported out on trains and trucks running through
our towns.

Trains and trucks are not covered and the coal dust and associated pollution from transporting the coal can travel
for kilometres.

Health effects are already being felt as people experience anxiety and stress about the threat to their region?® and
economic stability.

| wish my name to be withheld from the PRIA submission site: /No

Yours sincerely,

Pascale Dujardin
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Director Energy and Resource Policy,

Department of Planning, Industry and Environment
Locked Bag 502

Parramatta NSW 2124

16 August 2021

Wollstonecraft NSW 2065

Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

[ am against the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration. My reasons and/or how it will impact me are
outlined below.

We am 79 and 77 years of age and have been visiting this area for 57 years. We enjoy the peace of this area
and enjoy returning frequently.

Issues with the PRIA Process

The Hawkins Rumker REF that the Government prepared is fundamentally flawed. The area does not
correctly represent the Hawkins Rumker area, and it also states there are no known Aboriginal objects or
declared Aboriginal places in the area, and no threatened fauna and fauna. One questions how the
government can assure that any future exploration licenses would include “strict environmental management
conditions to protect native vegetation, fauna, land, water resources, heritage and community values” , when
their own exploration process couldn’t get it right.

The Independent Commission Against Corruption Report, Reducing the opportunities and incentives for
corruption in the state’s management of coal resources 2013, included recommendations that there should
be community consultation. The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment has been aware of the
potential coal release areas in Hawkins and Rumker for a year, however they only issued notices for
community consultation in June 2021.

Community consultations were advertised for 29 and 30 July 2021, yet the portal for online submissions
opened two weeks before this on 14 June 2021. The only people in the region who were notified were
landowners who properties fell within the boundaries of the exploration zones. Apart from this, the only
other notification provided were one-off advertisements in a few newspapers. This is not notifying the
nearly 3000 residents in surrounding areas on Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon, Clandulla, Lue, Dabbe, Olinda and
Kelgoola. Why is it that these people would not be notified of potential new coal release areas when they
receive their water from the potential release areas, and the coal would be transported through these areas?

The community consultation meeting were capped at four groups of 50 people, with one of these to be held
in Mudgee. How could this possibly be a real attempt to have consultation with a population of nearly 3000
people?

There is no transparency in how the Government will weight and evaluate the submissions during the PRIA
process. The Government has not agreed to make the report on the PRIA outcomes publicly available prior to
its submission to Cabinet. This is also contrary to the Independent Commission Against Corruption findings,
which highlighted the role of public officials in providing frank and independent advice to a minister and



noted that public officials continue to remain vulnerable to potential demands to change recommendations
to align with a minister’s wishes.

Worldwide trend to move to sustainable energy sources

The Reserve Bank of Australia anticipates international thermal coal demand to decline in the long-term as
renewable electricity generation becomes more viable.

In its Strategic Statement on Coal Exploration and Mining in NSW released in June 2020, the NSW
Government describes one of its four actions is supporting diversification of coal-reliant regional economies
to assist with the phase-out of thermal coal mining

Australia exports 75 percent of its coal to Japan, South Korea and China. These countries have followed other
countries in a worldwide trend and committed to move away from fossil fuels, which will result in decreased
demand for coal.

This year, the G7 has committed to end public support for unabated coal generation by end of 2021.

The International Energy Agency Roadmap for the global energy sector states the world’s coal will decline to
just one fifth of current levels by 2040, and to one tenth by 2050.

Water

One of the greatest threats is to our region’s precious water supplies. This area is rich in natural springs and
bores. Exploration and mining can have significant impacts on the water resources of a local area. Drilling
can crack and drain underground aquifers?0 11. Once the water is gone, it is lost forever.

Open cut and underground coal mines have caused water contamination and have destroyed biodiversity in
waterways.

The Rylstone Dam catchment is in the proposed exploration areas. The upper catchment of the Cudgegong
River feeds into the water supplies of Rylstone Dam and Windamere Dam. The Hawkins Rumker proposed
release areas threaten the water supply for the towns of Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon and Clandulla; water
flow to Mudgee may also be negatively impacted.

Without water, there is no life. There are no communities. There is no agriculture, no tourism, nothing to
fight bushfires with.

Flora and Fauna

There are a lot of endangered flora and fauna species as well as endangered ecological communities which
could be lost. NSW BioNet has recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Mid-Western Regional

Council LGA.

Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss of fish habitat and threatened fish
species.

The riparian meadows along Reedy Creek and Breakfast Creek!¢ could be lost. The Swamp Grassland and
Sphagnum Bog in the central part of Coxs Creek is thoroughly uniqueé and would be under threat.

Mines would transform our beautiful area into an unsightly, industrialised one and negatively impact on the
value of the amazing World Heritage area on our doorstep.



Aboriginal Heritage

There are a significant number of Aboriginal heritage sites within the areas, including art and ceremonial
sites, that are at risk. We have a duty as a nation to protect these sites.

Significant sites have already been destroyed by mining and our laws are inadequate to protect these sites.

Impact on current local economy

Large areas would become coal mines. The proposed Hawkins Rumker coal release areas cover
approximately 32,000 ha of land and would directly affect 180 landholders. There will be a loss of
agricultural lands, farms would disappear or lose their water, and productive agricultural lands would be
dug up or left fallow.

The people in the region have built long-term sustainable economic stability for this region. This revenue
stays in the pockets of our local businesses. Businesses that have helped build the tourism industry in the
region include vineyards, olive groves, horse studs, beef and sheep farms, eco-tourism, short stay
accommodation, restaurants, cafes, antique shops, soft furnishings and knick-knacks for example. These
businesses are incompatible with mining: tourists do not come to see coal mines.

Mines provide a flow of revenue to governments and their (mostly foreign) owners, however, the flow on to
local businesses and local communities is generally not seen. The Hunter in the biggest coal export terminal,
yet they only contribute to two percent (2%) of State Revenue; the rest goes overseas.

Mining is a specialist industry. People with the skills tend to follow the mines and very few additional local
jobs are created. Like many industries, mining is becoming more automated, requiring fewer people. Over
the next five years, mining is predicted to create just 0.4 percent of new jobs across all of Australia.

Just the threat of new mines being developed decimates many of the existing businesses as people stop
investing or move away - even if the mine ultimately does not get approved. This has already happened in
nearby Ulan, Wollar and Bylong.

The cost of living, especially housing, is often driven up to levels locals can no longer afford, as they cannot
compete with the high wages miners receive.

Local towns close once the mines move on as they no longer have the income from the mines they were
dependent on; and unemployment and associated issues such as crime, increase. This is the very reason
strategies such as transitioning communities dependent on coal mining in NSW are required.

Social & health implications
Air, water, soil and noise pollution, do not stay within the boundaries of the coal mining sites.

The neighbouring Hunter Valley is now a pollution ‘hotspot’ and has some of the highest rates for
respiratory and cardiac conditions in NSW.

There would be a lot more traffic, including heavy vehicles on our local and rural roads. Traffic incidents
increase from mine workers travelling to and from work. The quality of our roads is already very poor and
they are not suited to increased or heavy load traffic. Historically, mines in this council area have been loath
to put money into fixing any traffic issues created by their presence.



Noise and vibration will dramatically increase with blasting, heavy earthmoving equipment and machinery
operating in the mines 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and by coal being transported out on trains and trucks
running through our towns.

Trains and trucks are not covered and the coal dust and associated pollution from transporting the coal can
travel for kilometres.

Mines can be associated with increased rates of alcohol and drug abuse, violence, sexual assaults, and other
crimes in adjoining communities.

Health effects are already being felt as people experience anxiety and stress about the threat to their region?8
and economic stability.

We wish our names to be withheld from the PRIA submission site.

Yours sincerely,
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Submission

Dear Director,

Having heard about the Hawkins-Rumker areas being opened up for coal exploration | want to express my opposition. | live in the Blue Mountains
and hawe visited these areas. As a \isitor | am drawn to the natural beauty of this area. Ganguddyis a place with beautiful and remarkable natural
features. The range of birds, animals, rock features and aboriginal markings are amazing. | saw myfirst Rakali here, swimming in the water. The
Cudgegong river here is significant as it forms the Rylstone Dam. One of the greatest threats we have is our water supplies. Coal mines have
significant effects on the water resources of a local area. Even exploratory drilling can crack and drain underground aquafers. Water supply
decreases, is lost and gone forever, not to mention the contamination and subsidence. The Ryistone dam catchment is in the proposed
exploration areas. The upper catchment of the Cudgegong River feeds into the water supplies of Rylstone Dam and Windemere Dam. The
proposed release areas threaten the water supply for the towns of Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon and Candulla. Even Mudgee could be negatively
impacted. We can’t afford to reduce any amount of water to these villages and towns, knowing how droughts and bush fires are becoming more
and more common.

Mnes would change these beautiful areas into unsightly, ugly messes with dust and dirt and noise impacting on the World Heritage area that is
right next door. | have lived in the Hunter region and | know how unsightly and destructive the coal mines there have been. Health issues increase
around mines, especially respiratory and cardiac conditions. Air quality would be severelyimpacted.

Traffic and traffic noise is not acceptable on small country roads and tourist routes around the area.

| am loathe to see any of this area destroyed and | haven’t even mentioned all the aboriginal significant locations, the farms and the economy of the
local people.

Why do we need more coal? The premise supporting the release of these areas undermines and contradicts with more recent government
policies. The world is trending to sustainable energy sources. This is where we deed to be heading, not with polluting coal.

Please, please, please, do not let this advance any further. Our health, the health of our land, our country, and planet demand that this be stopped,
now.

Yours Faithfully,

Merril Hillis
| agree to the above statement
Yes
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Director Energy and Resource Policy,

Department of Planning, Industry and Environment
Locked Bag 502

Parramatta NSW 2124

Merril R. Hillis

Katoom!a NSW 2780

Submission concerning the Hawkins Rumker
Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

Dear Director,

Having heard about the Hawkins-Rumker areas being opened up for coal
exploration I want to express my opposition. I live in the Blue Mountains and have
visited these areas. As a visitor | am drawn to the natural beauty of this area.
Ganguddy is a place with beautiful and remarkable natural features. The range of
birds, animals, rock features and aboriginal markings are amazing. I saw my first
Rakali here, swimming in the water. The Cudgegong river here is significant as it
forms the Rylstone Dam. One of the greatest threats we have is our water supplies.
Coal mines have significant effects on the water resources of a local area. Even
exploratory drilling can crack and drain underground aquafers. Water supply
decreases, is lost and gone forever, not to mention the contamination and
subsidence. The Rylstone dam catchment is in the proposed exploration areas. The
upper catchment of the Cudgegong River feeds into the water supplies of Rylstone
Dam and Windemere Dam. The proposed release areas threaten the water supply
for the towns of Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon and Candulla. Even Mudgee could be
negatively impacted. We can’t afford to reduce any amount of water to these villages
and towns, knowing how droughts and bush fires are becoming more and more
common.

Mines would change these beautiful areas into unsightly, ugly messes with dust
and dirt and noise impacting on the World Heritage area that is right next door. I
have lived in the Hunter region and I know how unsightly and destructive the coal
mines there have been. Health issues increase around mines, especially respiratory
and cardiac conditions. Air quality would be severely impacted.

Traffic and traffic noise is not acceptable on small country roads and tourist routes
around the area.

I am loathe to see any of this area destroyed and I haven’t even mentioned all the
aboriginal significant locations, the farms and the economy of the local people.

Why do we need more coal? The premise supporting the release of these areas
undermines and contradicts with more recent government policies. The world is
trending to sustainable energy sources. This is where we deed to be heading, not
with polluting coal.

Please, please, please, do not let this advance any further. Our health, the health of
our land, our country, and planet demand that this be stopped, now.

Yours Faithfully,
TR Hithis

Merril Hillis
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Director Energy and Resource Policy,

Department of Planning, Industry and Environment
Locked Bag 502

Parramatta NSW 2124

Ranuka Tandan
Darlington 2008

August 16, 2021
Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

| am strongly against the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration.

| grew up in the Blue Mountains, have friends in Rylstone and have been \isiting the area for many years. As someone who has grown up in the
outdoors, | appreciate the beautiful region for all that itis and brings NSW.

At atime when Australia needs to be moving away from fossil fuels and focusing on clean energy and keeping global warming to 1.5 degrees,
allowing more coal exploration seems delusional, and based on nothing more than economic benefit for a few at the expense of a safe world and
future for the many.

Issues with the PRIAProcess

The Hawkins Rumker REF that the Government prepared is fundamentally flawed. The area does not correctly represent the Hawkins Rumker
area, and it also states there are no known Aboriginal objects or declared Aboriginal places in the area, and no threatened fauna and fauna. One
questions how the government can assure that any future exploration licenses would include “strict environmental management conditions to
protect native vegetation, fauna, land, water resources, heritage and community values” , when their own exploration process couldn’t get it right.

The Independent Commission Against Corruption Report, Reducing the opportunities and incentives for corruption in the state’s management of
coal resources 2013, included recommendations that there should be community consultation. The Department of Planning, Industry and
Environment has been aware of the potential coal release areas in Hawkins and Rumker for a year, however they only issued notices for
community consultation in June 2021.

Community consultations were advertised for 29 and 30 July 2021, yet the portal for online submissions opened two weeks before this on 14 June
2021. The only people in the region who were notified were landowners who properties fell within the boundaries of the exploration zones. Apart
from this, the only other notification provided were one-off advertisements in a few newspapers. This is not notifying the nearly 3000 residents in
surrounding areas on Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon, Clandulla, Lue, Dabbe, Olinda and Kelgoola. Why s it that these people would not be notified of
potential new coal release areas when they receive their water from the potential release areas, and the coal would be transported through these
areas?

The community consultation meeting were capped at four groups of 50 people, with one of these to be held in Mudgee. How could this possibly be
areal attempt to have consultation with a population of nearly 3000 people?

There is no transparencyin how the Government will weight and evaluate the submissions during the PRIA process. The Government has not
agreed to make the report on the PRIA outcomes publicly available prior to its submission to Cabinet. This is also contrary to the Independent
Commission Against Corruption findings, which highlighted the role of public officials in providing frank and independent advice to a minister and
noted that public officials continue to remain wlnerable to potential demands to change recommendations to align with a minister’s wishes.

Worldwide trend to move to sustainable energy sources

The Reserve Bank of Australia anticipates international thermal coal demand to decline in the long-term as renewable electricity generation
becomes more viable.

Inits Strategic Statement on Coal Exploration and Mining in NSW released in June 2020, the NSW Government describes one of its four actions is
supporting diversification of coal-reliant regional economies to assist with the phase-out of thermal coal mining
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Australia exports 75 percent of its coal to Japan, South Korea and China. These countries have followed other countries in a worldwide trend and
committed to move away from fossil fuels, which will result in decreased demand for coal.

This year, the G7 has committed to end public support for unabated coal generation by end of 2021.

The International Energy Agency Roadmap for the global energy sector states the world’s coal will decline to just one fifth of current levels by 2040,
and to one tenth by 2050.

Water

One of the greatest threats is to our region’s precious water supplies. This area is rich in natural springs and bores. Exploration and mining can
hawe significant impacts on the water resources of a local area. Drilling can crack and drain underground aquifers 10, 11. Once the water is gone, it
is lost forever.

Open cut and underground coal mines have caused water contamination and have destroyed biodiversityin waterways.

The Rylstone Dam catchment is in the proposed exploration areas. The upper catchment of the Cudgegong River feeds into the water supplies of
Ryistone Dam and Windamere Dam. The Hawkins Rumker proposed release areas threaten the water supply for the towns of Rylstone, Kandos,

Charbon and Clandulla; water flow to Mudgee may also be negativelyimpacted.

Without water, there is no life. There are no communities. There is no agriculture, no tourism, nothing to fight bushfires with.

Flora and Fauna

There are a lot of endangered flora and fauna species as well as endangered ecological communities which could be lost. NSW BioNet has
recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Md-Western Regional Council LGA

Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss of fish habitat and threatened fish species.

The riparian meadows along Reedy Creek and Breakfast Creek16 could be lost. The Swamp Grassland and Sphagnum Bog in the central part of
Coxs Creek is thoroughly unique16 and would be under threat.

Mnes would transform our beautiful area into an unsightly, industrialised one and negativelyimpact on the value of the amazing World Heritage
area on our doorstep.
Aboriginal Heritage

There are a significant number of Aboriginal heritage sites within the areas, including art and ceremonial sites, that are at risk. We have a dutyas a
nation to protect these sites.

Significant sites have already been destroyed by mining and our laws are inadequate to protect these sites.

Impact on current local economy

Large areas would become coal mines. The proposed Hawkins Rumker coal release areas cover approximately 32,000 ha of land and would
directly affect 180 landholders. There will be a loss of agricultural lands, farms would disappear or lose their water, and productive agricultural
lands would be dug up or left fallow.

The people in the region have built long-term sustainable economic stability for this region. This revenue stays in the pockets of our local
businesses. Businesses that have helped build the tourism industryin the region include vineyards, olive groves, horse studs, beef and sheep
farms, eco-tourism, short stay accommodation, restaurants, cafes, antique shops, soft furishings and knick-knacks for example. These
businesses are incompatible with mining: tourists do not come to see coal mines.

Mnes provide a flow of revenue to governments and their (mostly foreign) owners, however, the flow on to local businesses and local communities
is generally not seen. The Hunter in the biggest coal export terminal, yet they only contribute to two percent (2%) of State Revenue; the rest goes
overseas.

Mning is a specialistindustry. People with the skills tend to follow the mines and very few additional local jobs are created. Like manyindustries,
mining is becoming more automated, requiring fewer people. Over the next five years, mining is predicted to create just 0.4 percent of new jobs
across all of Australia.

Just the threat of new mines being developed decimates many of the existing businesses as people stop investing or move away— even if the
mine ultimately does not get approved. This has already happened in nearby Ulan, Wollar and Bylong.

The cost of living, especially housing, is often driven up to levels locals can no longer afford, as they cannot compete with the high wages miners
receive.

Local towns close once the mines move on as they no longer have the income from the mines they were dependent on; and unemployment and
associated issues such as crime, increase. This is the very reason strategies such as transitioning communities dependent on coal mining in
NSW are required.

Social & health implications

Air, water, soil and noise pollution, do not stay within the boundaries of the coal mining sites.

The neighbouring Hunter Valleyis now a pollution ‘hotspot’ and has some of the highest rates for respiratory and cardiac conditions in NSW.
There would be a lot more traffic, including heavy vehicles on our local and rural roads. Traffic incidents increase from mine workers travelling to
and from work. The quality of our roads is already very poor and they are not suited to increased or heavyload traffic. Historically, mines in this

council area have been loath to put moneyinto fixing anytraffic issues created by their presence.

Noise and vibration will dramaticallyincrease with blasting, heavy earthmoving equipment and machinery operating in the mines 24 hours a day, 7
days a week, and by coal being transported out on trains and trucks running through our towns.

Trains and trucks are not covered and the coal dust and associated pollution from transporting the coal can travel for kilometres.
Mnes can be associated with increased rates of alcohol and drug abuse, violence, sexual assaults, and other crimes in adjoining communities.

Health effects are already being felt as people experience anxiety and stress about the threat to their region28 and economic stability.

Thank you for reading this submission, and considering the future of this community and our planet.

Yours sincerely,
Ranuka Tandan

| agree to the above statement
Yes
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Director Energy and Resource Policy,

Department of Planning, Industry and Environment
Locked Bag 502

Parramatta NSW 2124

Ranuka Tandan

Darlington 2008

August 16, 2021

Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

I am strongly against the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration.

I grew up in the Blue Mountains, have friends in Rylstone and have been visiting the area for many years.
As someone who has grown up in the outdoors, I appreciate the beautiful region for all that it is and
brings NSW.

At a time when Australia needs to be moving away from fossil fuels and focusing on clean energy and
keeping global warming to 1.5 degrees, allowing more coal exploration seems delusional, and based on
nothing more than economic benefit for a few at the expense of a safe world and future for the many.

Issues with the PRIA Process

The Hawkins Rumker REF that the Government prepared is fundamentally flawed. The area does not
correctly represent the Hawkins Rumker area, and it also states there are no known Aboriginal objects or
declared Aboriginal places in the area, and no threatened fauna and fauna. One questions how the
government can assure that any future exploration licenses would include “strict environmental
management conditions to protect native vegetation, fauna, land, water resources, heritage and
community values” , when their own exploration process couldn’t get it right.

The Independent Commission Against Corruption Report, Reducing the opportunities and incentives for
corruption in the state’s management of coal resources 2013, included recommendations that there should
be community consultation. The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment has been aware of
the potential coal release areas in Hawkins and Rumker for a year, however they only issued notices for
community consultation in June 2021.

Community consultations were advertised for 29 and 30 July 2021, yet the portal for online submissions
opened two weeks before this on 14 June 2021. The only people in the region who were notified were
landowners who properties fell within the boundaries of the exploration zones. Apart from this, the only
other notification provided were one-off advertisements in a few newspapers. This is not notifying the
nearly 3000 residents in surrounding areas on Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon, Clandulla, Lue, Dabbe, Olinda
and Kelgoola. Why is it that these people would not be notified of potential new coal release areas when
they receive their water from the potential release areas, and the coal would be transported through these
areas?

The community consultation meeting were capped at four groups of 50 people, with one of these to be
held in Mudgee. How could this possibly be a real attempt to have consultation with a population of
nearly 3000 people?



There is no transparency in how the Government will weight and evaluate the submissions during the
PRIA process. The Government has not agreed to make the report on the PRIA outcomes publicly
available prior to its submission to Cabinet. This is also contrary to the Independent Commission Against
Corruption findings, which highlighted the role of public officials in providing frank and independent
advice to a minister and noted that public officials continue to remain vulnerable to potential demands to
change recommendations to align with a minister’s wishes.

Worldwide trend to move to sustainable energy sources

The Reserve Bank of Australia anticipates international thermal coal demand to decline in the long-term
as renewable electricity generation becomes more viable.

In its Strategic Statement on Coal Exploration and Mining in NSW released in June 2020, the NSW
Government describes one of its four actions is supporting diversification of coal-reliant regional
economies to assist with the phase-out of thermal coal mining

Australia exports 75 percent of its coal to Japan, South Korea and China. These countries have followed
other countries in a worldwide trend and committed to move away from fossil fuels, which will result in
decreased demand for coal.

This year, the G7 has committed to end public support for unabated coal generation by end of 2021.

The International Energy Agency Roadmap for the global energy sector states the world’s coal will
decline to just one fifth of current levels by 2040, and to one tenth by 2050.

Water

One of the greatest threats is to our region’s precious water supplies. This area is rich in natural springs
and bores. Exploration and mining can have significant impacts on the water resources of a local area.
Drilling can crack and drain underground aquifers'® !'. Once the water is gone, it is lost forever.

Open cut and underground coal mines have caused water contamination and have destroyed biodiversity
in waterways.

The Rylstone Dam catchment is in the proposed exploration areas. The upper catchment of the
Cudgegong River feeds into the water supplies of Rylstone Dam and Windamere Dam. The Hawkins
Rumker proposed release areas threaten the water supply for the towns of Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon and
Clandulla; water flow to Mudgee may also be negatively impacted.

Without water, there is no life. There are no communities. There is no agriculture, no tourism, nothing to
fight bushfires with.

Flora and Fauna

There are a lot of endangered flora and fauna species as well as endangered ecological communities
which could be lost. NSW BioNet has recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Mid-Western

Regional Council LGA.

Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss of fish habitat and threatened
fish species.



The riparian meadows along Reedy Creek and Breakfast Creek'® could be lost. The Swamp Grassland
and Sphagnum Bog in the central part of Coxs Creek is thoroughly unique'® and would be under threat.

Mines would transform our beautiful area into an unsightly, industrialised one and negatively impact on
the value of the amazing World Heritage area on our doorstep.

Aboriginal Heritage

There are a significant number of Aboriginal heritage sites within the areas, including art and ceremonial
sites, that are at risk. We have a duty as a nation to protect these sites.

Significant sites have already been destroyed by mining and our laws are inadequate to protect these sites.

Impact on current local economy

Large areas would become coal mines. The proposed Hawkins Rumker coal release areas cover
approximately 32,000 ha of land and would directly affect 180 landholders. There will be a loss of
agricultural lands, farms would disappear or lose their water, and productive agricultural lands would be
dug up or left fallow.

The people in the region have built long-term sustainable economic stability for this region. This revenue
stays in the pockets of our local businesses. Businesses that have helped build the tourism industry in the
region include vineyards, olive groves, horse studs, beef and sheep farms, eco-tourism, short stay
accommodation, restaurants, cafes, antique shops, soft furnishings and knick-knacks for example. These
businesses are incompatible with mining: tourists do not come to see coal mines.

Mines provide a flow of revenue to governments and their (mostly foreign) owners, however, the flow on
to local businesses and local communities is generally not seen. The Hunter in the biggest coal export
terminal, yet they only contribute to two percent (2%) of State Revenue; the rest goes overseas.

Mining is a specialist industry. People with the skills tend to follow the mines and very few additional
local jobs are created. Like many industries, mining is becoming more automated, requiring fewer people.
Over the next five years, mining is predicted to create just 0.4 percent of new jobs across all of Australia.

Just the threat of new mines being developed decimates many of the existing businesses as people stop
investing or move away — even if the mine ultimately does not get approved. This has already happened

in nearby Ulan, Wollar and Bylong.

The cost of living, especially housing, is often driven up to levels locals can no longer afford, as they
cannot compete with the high wages miners receive.

Local towns close once the mines move on as they no longer have the income from the mines they were
dependent on; and unemployment and associated issues such as crime, increase. This is the very reason
strategies such as transitioning communities dependent on coal mining in NSW are required.

Social & health implications

Air, water, soil and noise pollution, do not stay within the boundaries of the coal mining sites.

The neighbouring Hunter Valley is now a pollution ‘hotspot’ and has some of the highest rates for
respiratory and cardiac conditions in NSW.



There would be a lot more traffic, including heavy vehicles on our local and rural roads. Traffic incidents
increase from mine workers travelling to and from work. The quality of our roads is already very poor
and they are not suited to increased or heavy load traffic. Historically, mines in this council area have
been loath to put money into fixing any traffic issues created by their presence.

Noise and vibration will dramatically increase with blasting, heavy earthmoving equipment and
machinery operating in the mines 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and by coal being transported out on

trains and trucks running through our towns.

Trains and trucks are not covered and the coal dust and associated pollution from transporting the coal
can travel for kilometres.

Mines can be associated with increased rates of alcohol and drug abuse, violence, sexual assaults, and
other crimes in adjoining communities.

Health effects are already being felt as people experience anxiety and stress about the threat to their
region®® and economic stability.

Thank you for reading this submission, and considering the future of this community and our planet.

Yours sincerely,

Ranuka Tandan
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To whom it may concern,

| oppose the proposed coal exploration of the Hawkins Rumker area for environmental, social and economic reasons. | would like the local
Aboriginal people to be equal part of the decision making on this proposal as they cared for this land for over 60,000 years.

Please find myreasons attached.
Regards
Christine Carmichael

| agree to the above statement
Yes
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Hawkins Rumker area coal exploration proposal.

I was born in the Rylestone/Kandos area and my family moved to Mudgee when [ was 10
years old. My sister still lives there. Furthermore, I have lived in the Blue Mountains for the
last 40 years and believe this proposed possibility of coal mining will have many negative
impacts. I have been a volunteer bushcare worker for 25 years and a member of the Landcare
run Streamwatch volunteer program for 15 years. As a member of these groups and working
under the supervision of a Blue Mountains Council officer I am shocked and dismayed at the
government’s intention to even consider coal exploration in the Hawkins Rumker area and
will outline my reasons below.

Firstly, the Hawkins Rumker area has many important environmental values that need to be
addressed before going down this path. There are a number of endangered and threatened
species of flora and fauna, 293 have been recorded. Australia is rapidly losing many of its
species and it is time to stop, especially in the face of the climate change extreme events that
have been taking place here and globally. The recent IPCC Report should be taken seriously
by the federal and NSW governments and no further coal mining commenced.

According to the Western Coalfields Earthscape Report (V3) the area totals 60, 369 Ha “with
analysis showing that native vegetation covers 84% of the total area”. This requires a deep
consideration of the potential negative impacts on native vegetation and wildlife. According
to this report of concern are the “Koala, the critically endangered Regent Honeyeater and the
endangered Spotted-tailed Quoll, along with four plant species endemic to the
Rylstone/western Wollemi area”. This is an area that has suffered severe drought and is on
the edge of the World Heritage Listed Blue Mountains National Park, which in 2019/2020
suffered an extreme fire event which killed many native animals, including koalas. The
Gospers Mountain fire also impacted much of the native vegetation, some of which has not
recovered.

Furthermore, given “there are 1, 854 Ha of Groundwater Dependant Ecosystems (GDEs)”
mapped in the proposed release area it is essential to recognise the negative impact of coal
exploration and mining on water resources. According to the Western Coalfields report:
“There are 36 water bores are located in the study area. There are 121 Km of stream channel
in good condition and 118 Km of stream channel classed as a high level of fragility”.
Exploration for coal involves drilling that impacts aquifers through cracking and draining
them and thus decreasing water that feeds creeks and rivers. Coal mines release toxic waste
which contaminates these waterways and impacts fish and biodiversity in general.

Secondly, the impacts will affect local farmers who have suffered years of drought with
32,700 ha of land in this proposal directly affecting 180 landholders. I know some very
conscientious farmers in the area who have had to sell and move on due to the impact of
drought. Many more will lose their livelihoods if this proposal goes ahead due to the
destruction of waterways. This will have ongoing social implications for the whole area,
which is based on agriculture.

Thirdly, the economic impacts will filter through the Central West where businesses rely on
agriculture to supply food to their local people, to those involved in the tourist industry,
including vineyards, and to those businesses dependent on visitors to the regions. Mining in
the area has already driven prices up for housing. I know this through my sister in Mudgee




who has found that rentals are not only hard to find but are becoming more and more
expensive. The cost of living has increased due to the high wages of mine workers.

However, this area has established a viable and sustainable local economy which also values
eco-tourism. For example, many people visit Gunguddy-Dunn’s Swamp which is on the
Cudgegong River in Wollemi National Park.

Finally, one of the most important issues is the Aboriginal Heritage of the area. The Hawkins
Rumker Review of Environmental Factors indicates there are no known Aboriginal sites or
objects in the area yet adequate studies have not been done. I have visited this beautiful site
and know that there are rock drawings and objects that have not been acknowledged despite
official records and local indigenous knowledge. In a time when the federal government is
aiming to acknowledge previous historical wrongdoing to the Aboriginal people of our
country, it is an insult to consider this project when many significant sites have been
destroyed in other parts of Australia already. The legal system and government inaction has
failed the heritage of the first people of Australia who cared for this land for over 60,000
years.

Sincerely,
Christine Carmichael



From:

Sent: 16/08/2021 7:37:21 PM

To: DPE Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Mailbox

Cc: DPE PS ePlanning BExhibitions Mailbox|

Subject: Webform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Attachments: olinda-submission.docx

Submitted on Mon, 16/08/2021 - 19:35
Submitted by: Anonymous
Submitted values are:

Submission Type
| am making a personal submission

Name

Frst name
Last name

I would like my submission to remain confidential
Yes

Info

Email

Suburb/Town & Postcode
2849

Submission file
olinda-submission.docx

Submission

Non-Indigenous people have shown their willingness to destroy their own heritage based on economic growth, greed, and obsession to dominate
nature, in this case by allowing mines to destroy the fabric of community, wiping out towns completely by mining or even dam construction which
erased the town of Cudgegong as historyhas shown.

Now we see a proposal to do it again, with both the agricultural and indigenous heritage of our region. When it comes to indigenous heritage, it's
not just the individual sites or artefacts, but the fabric of their community that is destroyed.

Aboriginal Heritage

The non-indigenous people are able travel from one place to another - to meet family member and move from meeting places to eating places. We
have designed and built all the infrastructure that enables us to travel all over the country. We would find the idea of destroying a town, a cemetery, a
favourite fishing hole, a library, or a church for a coal mine totally unacceptable. When it comes to the indigenous people it seems okayto destroy
their places. Maybe itis our lack of understanding. For the indigenous people, it's not just about the sites of importance but the larger area;
including the song lines, the trails, the stories, and teachings along the joumeyto the cooler summer shelters, the warmer winter shelters, to
hunting grounds and the long-distance travel for ceremony. After 60,000 years of living on country the NSW government is considering the
destruction of another large area of indigenous life which will onlyfurther displace this community, increasing the trauma they are suffering.

In engaging a consultant to prepare a report

on our farm with the relevant searches, we find that this report [see PDF below]. indicates that Aboriginal sites and artefacts are not applicable. If
we step through the National Park gate on our boundary, with the same landscape and terrain, reports indicate that sites and artefacts exist. It
seems that no one has, or intends, to take a comprehensive look or engage local aboriginal historians to adequately investigate this, as it won’t
suit the agenda. Therefore, when mining or exploration reports are completed, based on historical data, the indigenous evidence won't exist as too
the “non-existence” of endangered flora, fauna and fungi.

| recently walked with three ladies of the local Wiradjuri people only for couple of hours on our farm, which was originally their land, where we
discovered artefacts. | learnt how to look for them and we found numerous shelters. | withessed from a distance a smoke ceremony, that the ladies
performed, | was present when they were asking permission from the spirit of the tree to remove a branch to be used in the ceremony and was
shown how they used trees for shaping boomerangs. Theyalso expressed an interest in using a small bit of land for a sandy dance area for the
ladies of our region. The more | connect with local indigenous people, | realise that they have walked and lived on all the land. There is no area
untouched. It's all, veryimportant to them. As a non-indigenous population, we need to understand, that with over 60,000yrs of occupation and 3000
generations of families, that they have most likely walked every square metre of this land and that they have lived, died and buried their people, all
through our landscape.

Colonial Heritage

The Olinda community hall is part of my heritage and myfamilies meeting place

Myname is w and | am sixth generation; my family ancestry going back 200yrs in the Rylstone/Olinda/Kelgoola area — Those
families being, the Sheridan and Dewey families. The Olinda Community Hall was founded and paid for by three farming families the Sheridan,
Morrison, and Eames in1903 in the \illage of Tawinbang on the banks of the Cudgegong River which has served the communities of Olinda, Cox
Creek, Nullo Mountain, Kelgoola and Cox Crown for over 110 years. It has provided a place for celebrations: weddings, Christmas events, local
clubs gatherings, association meetings, social gatherings, tennis competition and more. Recentlyit has been a place of recovery and mental
health support for all victims of the black summer bushfire 2019-2020. The current community have invested huge amounts of time over many
months to successfully attain Bush fire recovery funding to hold community lead social recovery programs put back into to help with this community
overcome the traumas, to develop community resilience, preparedness and provide space and occasion, to talk and share stories. Aso the
bushfire funding, delivered by the federal government, immediately after the fire is being used to renovate the hall, that our community can be
supported for another 100 years.

By moving forward with this proposal and allowing for coal mine exploration to continue in the Hawkins and Rumker areas you will fracture this
community forever, as we have witnessed in our neighbouring Bylong community. If the proposed area of Ganguddy is allowed to proceed it will be
gone forever. All the family's history will be erased. All the trust placed on the descendants to maintain and foster the community spirit will be lost.

The disastrous social impact of the past drought and bushfire and now the proposal of a coal mine is affecting the mental health of the community.
With the example of the Bylong valley right on our doorstep, where the whole community has almost been erased and the historical local Bylong
shop finally gone (pushed out by the mining company). Now the lands sit, wasting, creating another huge problem, that is, the lack of maintenance
and natural grazing of the grassland by enough herbivores (sheep, cattle, and native species) to keep the fuel load under control. For a tree to
regenerate and grow it drops it's leaves but for grassland to regenerate it is required to be grazed (in our backyard we mow our lawn to achieve
this) bylarge numbers of herbivores. If not grazed, it will oxidise and die, and be replaced with a woody type of vegetation, increasing the areas of
bare ground making the microclimate hotter and dryer. This leads us down the path of increased catastrophic bushfires.
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Bylong - What a disgraceful result

People need to reflect on the idea that if it was your own home, town or village that was to be bulldozed, because of this insatiable need for money
and growth, you would be very upset and angry and would most likely fight against it, and expect the government to stop allowing it to happen

We can’t and should not allow another massive area of indigenous and non-indigenous cultural heritage and natural beauty to be destroyed

| agree to the above statement
Yes

0684



Non-Indigenous people have shown their willingness to destroy their own heritage based on economic growth,
greed, and obsession to dominate nature, in this case by allowing mines to destroy the fabric of community,
wiping out towns completely by mining or even dam construction which erased the town of Cudgegong as
history has shown.

Now we see a proposal to do it again, with both the agricultural and indigenous heritage of our region. When it
comes to indigenous heritage, it's not just the individual sites or artefacts, but the fabric of their community
that is destroyed.

Aboriginal Heritage

The non-indigenous people are able travel from one place to another - to meet family member and move from
meeting places to eating places. We have designed and built all the infrastructure that enables us to travel all
over the country. We would find the idea of destroying a town, a cemetery, a favourite fishing hole, a library, or
a church for a coal mine totally unacceptable. When it comes to the indigenous people it seems okay to destroy
their places. Maybe it is our lack of understanding. For the indigenous people, it's not just about the sites of
importance but the larger area; including the song lines, the trails, the stories, and teachings along the journey
to the cooler summer shelters, the warmer winter shelters, to hunting grounds and the long-distance travel for
ceremony. After 60,000 years of living on country the NSW government is considering the destruction of
another large area of indigenous life which will only further displace this community, increasing the trauma
they are suffering.

In engaging a consultant to prepare a report

on our farm with the relevant searches, we find that this report [see PDF below]. indicates that Aboriginal sites
and artefacts are not applicable. If we step through the National Park gate on our boundary, with the same
landscape and terrain, reports indicate that sites and artefacts exist. It seems that no one has, or intends, to take
a comprehensive look or engage local aboriginal historians to adequately investigate this, as it won’t suit the
agenda. Therefore, when mining or exploration reports are completed, based on historical data, the indigenous
evidence won'’t exist as too the “non-existence” of endangered flora, fauna and fungi.

I recently walked with three ladies of the local Wiradjuri people only for couple of hours on our farm, which
was originally their land, where we discovered artefacts. I learnt how to look for them and we found numerous
shelters. | witnessed from a distance a smoke ceremony, that the ladies performed, | was present when they
were asking permission from the spirit of the tree to remove a branch to be used in the ceremony and was
shown how they used trees for shaping boomerangs. They also expressed an interest in using a small bit of land
for a sandy dance area for the ladies of our region. The more I connect with local indigenous people, I realise
that they have walked and lived on all the land. There is no area untouched. It’s all, very important to them. As a
non-indigenous population, we need to understand, that with over 60,000yrs of occupation and 3000
generations of families, that they have most likely walked every square metre of this land and that they have
lived, died and buried their people, all through our landscape.

Colonial Heritage

The Olinda community hall is part of my heritage and my families meeting place

My name is_and | am sixth generation; my family ancestry going back 200yrs in the
Rylstone/Olinda/Kelgoola area — Those families being, the Sheridan and Dewey families. The Olinda Community Hall
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was founded and paid for by three farming families the Sheridan, Morrison, and Eames in1903 in the village of
Tawinbang on the banks of the Cudgegong River which has served the communities of Olinda, Cox Creek, Nullo
Mountain, Kelgoola and Cox Crown for over 110 years. It has provided a place for celebrations: weddings, Christmas
events, local clubs gatherings, association meetings, social gatherings, tennis competition and more. Recently it has
been a place of recovery and mental health support for all victims of the black summer bushfire 2019-2020. The
current community have invested huge amounts of time over many months to successfully attain Bush fire recovery
funding to hold community lead social recovery programs put back into to help with this community overcome the
traumas, to develop community resilience, preparedness and provide space and occasion, to talk and share stories.
Also the bushfire funding, delivered by the federal government, immediately after the fire is being used to renovate
the hall, that our community can be supported for another 100 years.

By moving forward with this proposal and allowing for coal mine exploration to continue in the Hawkins and Rumker
areas you will fracture this community forever, as we have witnessed in our neighbouring Bylong community. If the
proposed area of Ganguddy is allowed to proceed it will be gone forever. All the family’s history will be erased. All
the trust placed on the descendants to maintain and foster the community spirit will be lost.

The disastrous social impact of the past drought and bushfire and now the proposal of a coal mine is affecting the
mental health of the community. With the example of the Bylong valley right on our doorstep, where the whole
community has almost been erased and the historical local Bylong shop finally gone (pushed out by the mining
company). Now the lands sit, wasting, creating another huge problem, that is, the lack of maintenance and natural
grazing of the grassland by enough herbivores (sheep, cattle, and native species) to keep the fuel load under control.
For a tree to regenerate and grow it drops it’s leaves but for grassland to regenerate it is required to be grazed (in
our backyard we mow our lawn to achieve this) by large numbers of herbivores. If not grazed, it will oxidise and die,
and be replaced with a woody type of vegetation, increasing the areas of bare ground making the microclimate
hotter and dryer. This leads us down the path of increased catastrophic bushfires.

Bylong - What a disgraceful result
People need to reflect on the idea that if it was your own home, town or village that was to be bulldozed, because of
this insatiable need for money and growth, you would be very upset and angry and would most likely fight against it,

and expect the government to stop allowing it to happen

We can’t and should not allow another massive area of indigenous and non-indigenous cultural heritage and natural
beauty to be destroyed
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LAND & PROPERTY INFORMATION BASED ON THE CURRENT NSW GOVERNMENT SPATIAL DATA RESOURCES.
THE VERIFICATION STATEMENT PROVIDES LAND AND PROPERTY INFORMATION WITH COMMENT
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To whom it may concern,
28 May 2021

This reportadvocates landholders, and primary producers use a verification statement when discussing
their property. A complete verification statement includes a map, property information and definitions.
The Statement can be used for further investigation, obtaining costs for damages that may occur,
providing consultants briefs, and all correspondence & notifications.

Property information for_

@_omda 2849 NSW

Lot Section DP

14 - 755775
47 - 755775
67 - 755444
17 . 755775
60 - 755444
13 - 755775
61 - 755444
41 - 755775
12 - 755444
16 - 755444
13 - 755444

Property attributes potentially affected by future resource exploration and mining

BIODIVERSITY Actionable
Vegetation v" 98.12% is native vegetation from 16 Plant 4
Community Types (PCT); a list of PCTs is
available upon request

Threatened fauna = Little Eagle (Hieraaetus morphnoides), Gang- v
gang Cockatoo (Callocephalon fimbriatum)
Threatened flora =  Evans Grevillea (Grevillea evansiana)
Threatened communities * Not applied in government mapping v
EPI Terrestrial Biodiversity = Applicable to 67% of property
CULTURAL HERITAGE
Aboriginal sites and artefacts = Not applicable
Native Title Register ®  Warrabinga-Wiradjuri (Lodged: 31/08/2018; v

Status: active; Representative: Blackshield
Lawyers; Claim ID: NSD857/2017)
GEOGRAPHIC AND TOPOGRAPHIC CONSTRAINTS

2021 © CONSULTING & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES PTY LTD, ABN 196 077 084 21.
Office @ Hillcrest, 2A Eskbank Street, P.O. Box 323 Lithgow NSW 2790 T: 02 6352 5758, M: 0407 990 613
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Director Energy and Resource Policy

Department of Planning, Industry and Environment
Locked Bag 5022

Parramatta NSW 2124

Submission to the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment
Christina Smith Elliott St Balmain 2041

| am writing to you to indicate my opposition to the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal
exploration for the reasons which | will outline below. | am opposed to this area being
opened for coal exploration as it is a precursor to coal mining which | am opposed to due to
the effects it is having on our climate. We have just received dire warnings from the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) which was written by a team of over 200
scientists around the globe. They have provided a terrifying catalogue of how climate
change is now affecting every continent and ocean on earth. Human activity responsible for
nearly all the increase in in global average temperatures and this is now accelerating. It is
very clear that to add further coal mines into this scenario would be catastrophic. If there is
agreement for exploration which could mean mines eventually the effect on land holders
will be immense in areas of tourism and farming. Local businesses such as restaurants and
cafes will be impacted. In addition the money from mines tend to move overseas rather
than be useful to the local or larger Australian community.

| have been a regular visitor to the central tablelands particularly Mudgee over many years
and know it as a beautiful area that attracts many tourists and is full of endangered native
animals and plants. | am aware that mines have significant negative impacts on areas in
which they are situated. Mines transform areas and move them from beautiful to ugly areas
which would affect the World Heritage nearby. Also one of the main threats of mines is the
effect they have on water aquifers as they have significant impacts through drilling as they
can cause cracks which then drain out water. This means it will affect the water available to
towns such as Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon and Clandulla. There has been a recent drought
and there will be more due to climate change and so any constraints or changes on water
availability and purity will be threatening to the community. There are aboriginal sites in the
area and most of these have not been officially documented. Many have already been
destroyed and we cannot allow this type of vandalism to continue.

Pollution is a is a difficulty and it will increase the rates of respiratory and cardiac problems
which are already some of the highest in the state. The transport of coal will be going on 24
hours per day and will often be in open trucks and train carriages. Mental health issues will
increase and as within many mining areas there will be socio economic divisions due to
wages to miners although | am aware that automation will lead to less jobs being available.
The development of renewables is preferable and would provide more employment.

| urge you to reject this new coal exploration release.

Christina Smith
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Submission
Director Energy and Resource Policy, Department of Planning, Industry
and Environment Locked Bag 502 Parramatta NSW 2124

-)atlands NSW2117 Australia

Date 16/8/21

Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

| am against the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration. Reasons
on how it will impact me are outlined below.

| am 45 years of age and have been \isiting the area for

12 years.

1. There are a lot of endangered flora and fauna species also endangered ecological communities which could be lost.

2. Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss of fish habitat and threatened fish species.

3. The Swamp Grassland and Sphagnum Bog in the central part of Coxs Creek is very unique and would be under threat.

4. Mines transform our beautiful area into an unsightly, industrialised one and impact the amazing World Heritage area on our doorstep.

5. Air, water, soil and noise pollution, do not stay within the boundaries of the coal mining sites. Underground mines must bring the coal to the
surface

Please dont put coal mining in the area.

Yours sincerely,

| agree to the above statement
Yes
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Director Energy and Resource Policy, Department of Planning, Industry

and Environment Locked Bag 502 Parramatta NSW 2124

I - v 2117 st

Date 16/8/21

Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

| am against the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration. Reasons

on how it will impact me are outlined below.
| am 45 years of age and have been visiting the area for
12 years.

1. There are a lot of endangered flora and fauna species also endangered ecological communities
which could be lost.

2. Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss of fish habitat and
threatened fish species.



3. The Swamp Grassland and Sphagnum Bog in the central part of Coxs Creek is very unique and
would be under threat.

4. Mines transform our beautiful area into an unsightly, industrialised one and impact the amazing
World Heritage area on our doorstep.

5. Air, water, soil and noise pollution, do not stay within the boundaries of the coal mining sites.
Underground mines must bring the coal to the surface

Please dont put coal mining in the area.

Yours sincerely,
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16 August 2021

Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

| am against the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration. My reasons and/or how it will impact me are outlined below.

I am now 70 years old and have | lived in NSW, Australia all mylife. Born and bred in the coal town of Newcastle!
| have 2 grandchildren and two more on the wayand | want to leave a habitable planet for them to enjoy However, as an environmentalist for most
of mylife | despair at the decisions being made by State and Federal governments to approve more coal mining.

Onlythis week the IPCC came out with its dire warnings for the climate of the planet over the coming decades — mainly because of the production
of CO2 over the past two hundred years.

The following information | have downloaded from sources | trust but no arguments trump letting our planet be come so affected by climate change
that we cannot sunvve. Life can still prosper in NSW without coal mining.

The best solution to climate change disaster is to stop producing coal - the main cause of CO@ emissions.
Issues with the PRIAProcess

The Hawkins Rumker REF that the Government prepared is fundamentally flawed. The area does not correctly represent the Hawkins Rumker
area, and it also states there are no known Aboriginal objects or declared Aboriginal places in the area, and no threatened fauna and fauna. One
questions how the government can assure that any future exploration licenses would include “strict environmental management conditions to
protect native vegetation, fauna, land, water resources, heritage and community values” , when their own exploration process couldn’t get it right.

The Independent Commission Against Corruption Report, Reducing the opportunities and incentives for corruption in the state’s management of
coal resources 2013, included recommendations that there should be community consultation. The Department of Planning, Industry and
Environment has been aware of the potential coal release areas in Hawkins and Rumker for a year, however they onlyissued notices for
community consultation in June 2021.

Community consultations were advertised for 29 and 30 July 2021, yet the portal for online submissions opened two weeks before this on 14 June
2021. The only people in the region who were notified were landowners who properties fell within the boundaries of the exploration zones. Apart
from this, the only other notification provided were one-off advertisements in a few newspapers. This is not notifying the nearly 3000 residents in
surrounding areas on Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon, Clandulla, Lue, Dabbe, Olinda and Kelgoola. Why s it that these people would not be notified of
potential new coal release areas when they receive their water from the potential release areas, and the coal would be transported through these
areas?

The community consultation meeting were capped at four groups of 50 people, with one of these to be held in Mudgee. How could this possibly be
areal attempt to have consultation with a population of nearly 3000 people?

There is no transparencyin how the Government will weight and evaluate the submissions during the PRIAprocess. The Government has not
agreed to make the report on the PRIA outcomes publicly available prior to its submission to Cabinet. This is also contraryto the Independent

Commission Against Corruption findings, which highlighted the role of public officials in providing frank and independent advice to a minister and
noted that public officials continue to remain winerable to potential demands to change recommendations to align with a minister’'s wishes.

Worldwide trend to mowe to sustainable energy sources

0692



The Reserve Bank of Australia anticipates international thermal coal demand to decline in the long-term as renewable electricity generation
becomes more viable.

Inits Strategic Statement on Coal Exploration and Mining in NSW released in June 2020, the NSW Government describes one of its four actions is
supporting diversification of coal-reliant regional economies to assist with the phase-out of thermal coal mining

Australia exports 75 percent of its coal to Japan, South Korea and China. These countries have followed other countries in a worldwide trend and
committed to move away from fossil fuels, which will result in decreased demand for coal.

This year, the G7 has committed to end public support for unabated coal generation by end of 2021.

The International Energy Agency Roadmap for the global energy sector states the world’s coal will decline to just one fifth of current levels by 2040,
and to one tenth by 2050.

Water

One of the greatest threats is to our region’s precious water supplies. This area is rich in natural springs and bores. Exploration and mining can
have significant impacts on the water resources of a local area. Drilling can crack and drain underground aquifers 10, 11. Once the water is gone, it
is lost forever.

Open cut and underground coal mines have caused water contamination and have destroyed biodiversityin waterways.

The Ryistone Dam catchment is in the proposed exploration areas. The upper catchment of the Cudgegong River feeds into the water supplies of
Rylstone Dam and Windamere Dam. The Hawkins Rumker proposed release areas threaten the water supply for the towns of Rylstone, Kandos,

Charbon and Clandulla; water flow to Mudgee may also be negativelyimpacted.

Without water, there is no life. There are no communities. There is no agriculture, no tourism, nothing to fight bushfires with.

Flora and Fauna

There are a lot of endangered flora and fauna species as well as endangered ecological communities which could be lost. NSW BioNet has
recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Md-Western Regional Council LGA

Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss of fish habitat and threatened fish species.

The riparian meadows along Reedy Creek and Breakfast Creek16 could be lost. The Swamp Grassland and Sphagnum Bog in the central part of
Coxs Creek is thoroughly unique 16 and would be under threat.

Mnes would transform our beautiful area into an unsightly, industrialised one and negatively impact on the value of the amazing World Heritage
area on our doorstep.
Aboriginal Heritage

There are a significant number of Aboriginal heritage sites within the areas, including art and ceremonial sites, that are at risk. We have a dutyas a
nation to protect these sites.

Significant sites have already been destroyed by mining and our laws are inadequate to protect these sites.

Impact on current local economy

Large areas would become coal mines. The proposed Hawkins Rumker coal release areas cover approximately 32,000 ha of land and would
directly affect 180 landholders. There will be a loss of agricultural lands, farms would disappear or lose their water, and productive agricultural
lands would be dug up or left fallow.

The people in the region have built long-term sustainable economic stability for this region. This revenue stays in the pockets of our local
businesses. Businesses that have helped build the tourism industryin the region include vineyards, olive groves, horse studs, beef and sheep
farms, eco-tourism, short stay accommodation, restaurants, cafes, antique shops, soft fumishings and knick-knacks for example. These
businesses are incompatible with mining: tourists do not come to see coal mines.

Mnes provide a flow of revenue to governments and their (mostly foreign) owners, however, the flow on to local businesses and local communities

is generally not seen. The Hunter in the biggest coal export terminal, yet they only contribute to two percent (2%) of State Revenue; the rest goes
overseas.

Mning is a specialist industry. People with the skills tend to follow the mines and very few additional local jobs are created. Like manyindustries,
mining is becoming more automated, requiring fewer people. Over the next five years, mining is predicted to create just 0.4 percent of new jobs
across all of Australia.

Just the threat of new mines being developed decimates many of the existing businesses as people stop investing or move away— even if the
mine ultimately does not get approved. This has already happened in nearby Ulan, Wollar and Bylong.

The cost of living, especially housing, is often driven up to levels locals can no longer afford, as they cannot compete with the high wages miners
receive.

Local towns close once the mines move on as they no longer have the income from the mines they were dependent on; and unemployment and
associated issues such as crime, increase. This is the very reason strategies such as transitioning communities dependent on coal mining in
NSW are required.

Social & health implications

Air, water, soil and noise pollution, do not stay within the boundaries of the coal mining sites.

The neighbouring Hunter Valleyis now a pollution ‘hotspot’ and has some of the highest rates for respiratory and cardiac conditions in NSW.
There would be a lot more traffic, including heawy vehicles on our local and rural roads. Traffic incidents increase from mine workers travelling to
and from work. The quality of our roads is already very poor and they are not suited to increased or heawy load traffic. Historically, mines in this

council area have been loath to put moneyinto fixing any traffic issues created by their presence.

Noise and vibration will dramaticallyincrease with blasting, heawy earthmoving equipment and machinery operating in the mines 24 hours a day, 7
days a week, and by coal being transported out on trains and trucks running through our towns.

Trains and trucks are not covered and the coal dust and associated pollution from transporting the coal can travel for kilometres.
Mnes can be associated with increased rates of alcohol and drug abuse, violence, sexual assaults, and other crimes in adjoining communities.

Health effects are already being felt as people experience anxiety and stress about the threat to their region28 and economic stability.

I wish my name to be withheld from the PRIAsubmission site: No

Yours sincerely,
Margaret May

| agree to the above statement
Yes
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Director Energy and Resource Policy,

Department of Planning, Industry and Environment
Locked Bag 502

Parramatta NSW 2124

Margaret May

Five Dock 2046
NSW

16 August 2021

Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

| am against the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration. My reasons and/or how it will impact me are
outlined below.

| am now 70 years old and have | lived in NSW, Australia all my life. Born and bred in the coal town of Newcastle!
| have 2 grandchildren and two more on the way and | want to leave a habitable planet for them to enjoy
However, as an environmentalist for most of my life | despair at the decisions being made by State and Federal
governments to approve more coal mining.

Only this week the IPCC came out with its dire warnings for the climate of the planet over the coming decades —
mainly because of the production of CO2 over the past two hundred years.

The following information | have downloaded from sources | trust but no arguments trump letting our planet be
come so affected by climate change that we cannot survive. Life can still prosper in NSW without coal mining.

The best solution to climate change disaster is to stop producing coal - the main cause of CO@ emissions.
Issues with the PRIA Process

The Hawkins Rumker REF that the Government prepared is fundamentally flawed. The area does not correctly
represent the Hawkins Rumker area, and it also states there are no known Aboriginal objects or declared
Aboriginal places in the area, and no threatened fauna and fauna. One questions how the government can assure
that any future exploration licenses would include “strict environmental management conditions to protect native
vegetation, fauna, land, water resources, heritage and community values” , when their own exploration process
couldn’t get it right.

The Independent Commission Against Corruption Report, Reducing the opportunities and incentives for
corruption in the state’s management of coal resources 2013, included recommendations that there should be
community consultation. The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment has been aware of the potential
coal release areas in Hawkins and Rumker for a year, however they only issued notices for community
consultation in June 2021.

Community consultations were advertised for 29 and 30 July 2021, yet the portal for online submissions opened
two weeks before this on 14 June 2021. The only people in the region who were notified were landowners who
properties fell within the boundaries of the exploration zones. Apart from this, the only other notification
provided were one-off advertisements in a few newspapers. This is not notifying the nearly 3000 residents in
surrounding areas on Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon, Clandulla, Lue, Dabbe, Olinda and Kelgoola. Why is it that these
people would not be notified of potential new coal release areas when they receive their water from the potential
release areas, and the coal would be transported through these areas?



The community consultation meeting were capped at four groups of 50 people, with one of these to be held in
Mudgee. How could this possibly be a real attempt to have consultation with a population of nearly 3000 people?

There is no transparency in how the Government will weight and evaluate the submissions during the PRIA
process. The Government has not agreed to make the report on the PRIA outcomes publicly available prior to its
submission to Cabinet. This is also contrary to the Independent Commission Against Corruption findings, which
highlighted the role of public officials in providing frank and independent advice to a minister and noted that
public officials continue to remain vulnerable to potential demands to change recommendations to align with a
minister’s wishes.

Worldwide trend to move to sustainable energy sources

The Reserve Bank of Australia anticipates international thermal coal demand to decline in the long-term as
renewable electricity generation becomes more viable.

In its Strategic Statement on Coal Exploration and Mining in NSW released in June 2020, the NSW Government
describes one of its four actions is supporting diversification of coal-reliant regional economies to assist with the
phase-out of thermal coal mining

Australia exports 75 percent of its coal to Japan, South Korea and China. These countries have followed other
countries in a worldwide trend and committed to move away from fossil fuels, which will result in decreased
demand for coal.

This year, the G7 has committed to end public support for unabated coal generation by end of 2021.

The International Energy Agency Roadmap for the global energy sector states the world’s coal will decline to just
one fifth of current levels by 2040, and to one tenth by 2050.

Water

One of the greatest threats is to our region’s precious water supplies. This area is rich in natural springs and
bores. Exploration and mining can have significant impacts on the water resources of a local area. Drilling can
crack and drain underground aquifers'® !, Once the water is gone, it is lost forever.

Open cut and underground coal mines have caused water contamination and have destroyed biodiversity in
waterways.

The Rylstone Dam catchment is in the proposed exploration areas. The upper catchment of the Cudgegong River
feeds into the water supplies of Rylstone Dam and Windamere Dam. The Hawkins Rumker proposed release areas
threaten the water supply for the towns of Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon and Clandulla; water flow to Mudgee may
also be negatively impacted.

Without water, there is no life. There are no communities. There is no agriculture, no tourism, nothing to fight
bushfires with.

Flora and Fauna

There are a lot of endangered flora and fauna species as well as endangered ecological communities which could

be lost. NSW BioNet has recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Mid-Western Regional Council
LGA.



Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss of fish habitat and threatened fish
species.

The riparian meadows along Reedy Creek and Breakfast Creek!® could be lost. The Swamp Grassland and
Sphaghum Bog in the central part of Coxs Creek is thoroughly unique®® and would be under threat.

Mines would transform our beautiful area into an unsightly, industrialised one and negatively impact on the value
of the amazing World Heritage area on our doorstep.

Aboriginal Heritage

There are a significant number of Aboriginal heritage sites within the areas, including art and ceremonial sites,
that are at risk. We have a duty as a nation to protect these sites.

Significant sites have already been destroyed by mining and our laws are inadequate to protect these sites.

Impact on current local economy

Large areas would become coal mines. The proposed Hawkins Rumker coal release areas cover approximately
32,000 ha of land and would directly affect 180 landholders. There will be a loss of agricultural lands, farms
would disappear or lose their water, and productive agricultural lands would be dug up or left fallow.

The people in the region have built long-term sustainable economic stability for this region. This revenue stays in
the pockets of our local businesses. Businesses that have helped build the tourism industry in the region include
vineyards, olive groves, horse studs, beef and sheep farms, eco-tourism, short stay accommodation, restaurants,
cafes, antique shops, soft furnishings and knick-knacks for example. These businesses are incompatible with
mining: tourists do not come to see coal mines.

Mines provide a flow of revenue to governments and their (mostly foreign) owners, however, the flow on to local
businesses and local communities is generally not seen. The Hunter in the biggest coal export terminal, yet they
only contribute to two percent (2%) of State Revenue; the rest goes overseas.

Mining is a specialist industry. People with the skills tend to follow the mines and very few additional local jobs
are created. Like many industries, mining is becoming more automated, requiring fewer people. Over the next
five years, mining is predicted to create just 0.4 percent of new jobs across all of Australia.

Just the threat of new mines being developed decimates many of the existing businesses as people stop investing
or move away — even if the mine ultimately does not get approved. This has already happened in nearby Ulan,

Wollar and Bylong.

The cost of living, especially housing, is often driven up to levels locals can no longer afford, as they cannot
compete with the high wages miners receive.

Local towns close once the mines move on as they no longer have the income from the mines they were
dependent on; and unemployment and associated issues such as crime, increase. This is the very reason
strategies such as transitioning communities dependent on coal mining in NSW are required.

Social & health implications

Air, water, soil and noise pollution, do not stay within the boundaries of the coal mining sites.



The neighbouring Hunter Valley is now a pollution ‘hotspot’ and has some of the highest rates for respiratory and
cardiac conditions in NSW.

There would be a lot more traffic, including heavy vehicles on our local and rural roads. Traffic incidents increase
from mine workers travelling to and from work. The quality of our roads is already very poor and they are not
suited to increased or heavy load traffic. Historically, mines in this council area have been loath to put money into
fixing any traffic issues created by their presence.

Noise and vibration will dramatically increase with blasting, heavy earthmoving equipment and machinery
operating in the mines 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and by coal being transported out on trains and trucks

running through our towns.

Trains and trucks are not covered and the coal dust and associated pollution from transporting the coal can travel
for kilometres.

Mines can be associated with increased rates of alcohol and drug abuse, violence, sexual assaults, and other
crimes in adjoining communities.

Health effects are already being felt as people experience anxiety and stress about the threat to their region?® and
economic stability.

| wish my name to be withheld from the PRIA submission site: No

Yours sincerely,

Margaret May
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To:

Director Energy and Resource Policy,

Department of Planning, Industry and Environment
Locked Bag 502

Parramatta NSW 2124

From:

Peter Krinks [Dr]

Waverton
NSW 2060 16 August 2021

Submission conceming the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

Although | am now retired, | spent myworking life as a geographer concerned with issues of rural society, economic development and the
environment. For leisure, | have been a keen bushwalker, and have often \isited Blue Mountains National Park and the unique area known as the
Gardens of Stone. | am strongly opposed to the proposed "Hawkins Rumker’ exploration for coal, for the following reasons.

1. The planet s already approaching disaster through burning of coal [and other fossil fuels]. It does not need more to be mined. The International
Energy Agency has called for an immediate ban on new production of oil, coal and gas and the NSW government has announced plans to phase
out reliance on coal. Exploration for more is completely pointless.

2. Mnes hawe already caused damage to the Gardens of Stone. More mines would threaten the water sources that are essential to maintain the
biophysical environment, including wetland plants and wildlife, which includes some endangered species. The water resources are also important
to nearby settliements such as Kandos, Rylstone and Charbon.

3. BExploration and mining threaten quite a lot of important sites for aboriginal heritage.

4. Opening the area to mining would massivelyincrease risks to health. Blasting causes noise, vibration and pollution of the air. The effects would
be greatly worsened by increased traffic of cars, heawy vehicles and coal trains. It's notable that the Hunter Valleyis now considered a pollution
‘hotspot, with some of the highest rates in the state for respiratory and cardiac conditions. Those physical effects are compounded by probable
effects on mental well-being of replacement of a beautiful rural landscape by an uglyindustrial one.

5. Another compounding effect would be the destruction of the local economy— most of the existing businesses are quite incompatible with mining.
That applies particularly to tourism. Most such businesses are locally-owned and bolster each other, so it would be regrettable for them to be
replaced by a few companies that are owned by outsiders, most probably including foreigners, so that there would be no multiplier effects
supporting the regional economy.

6. As a separate issue, I'm disappointed at the inadequacies of the processes of so-called community consultation. The Department of Planning,
Industry and Environment has known of the proposed mining in Hawkins and Rumker for a year, but it did not issue notices for community
consultation until June 2021, and it did not directly inform the great majority of residents of the region. It has not made plain how the government
will evaluate the submissions, nor has it said that it will make the report on the outcomes publicly available before sending it to Cabinet. This flouts
the findings of the Independent Commission Against Corruption, which has shown how ministers can press public servants to change their
advice.

Yours sincerely,
Peter Krinks

| agree to the above statement
Yes

0698
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To:

Director Energy and Resource Policy,

Department of Planning, Industry and Environment
Locked Bag 502

Parramatta NSW 2124

From:

Peter Krinks [Dr]

Waverton

NSW 2060 16 August 2021

Submission concerning the Hawkins RumKker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

Although | am now retired, | spent my working life as a geographer concerned with issues
of rural society, economic development and the environment. For leisure, | have been a
keen bushwalker, and have often visited Blue Mountains National Park and the unique
area known as the Gardens of Stone. | am strongly opposed to the proposed "Hawkins
Rumker’ exploration for coal, for the following reasons.

1. The planet is already approaching disaster through burning of coal [and other fossil
fuels]. It does not need more to be mined. The International Energy Agency has called for
an immediate ban on new production of oil, coal and gas and the NSW government has
announced plans to phase out reliance on coal. Exploration for more is completely
pointless.

2. Mines have already caused damage to the Gardens of Stone. More mines would
threaten the water sources that are essential to maintain the biophysical environment,
including wetland plants and wildlife, which includes some endangered species. The
water resources are also important to nearby settlements such as Kandos, Rylstone and
Charbon.

3. Exploration and mining threaten quite a lot of important sites for aboriginal heritage.

4. Opening the area to mining would massively increase risks to health. Blasting causes
noise, vibration and pollution of the air. The effects would be greatly worsened by
increased traffic of cars, heavy vehicles and coal trains. It's notable that the Hunter Valley
is now considered a pollution ‘hotspot’, with some of the highest rates in the state for
respiratory and cardiac conditions. Those physical effects are compounded by probable
effects on mental well-being of replacement of a beautiful rural landscape by an ugly
industrial one.

5. Another compounding effect would be the destruction of the local economy — most of
the existing businesses are quite incompatible with mining. That applies particularly to
tourism. Most such businesses are locally-owned and bolster each other, so it would be
regrettable for them to be replaced by a few companies that are owned by outsiders, most
probably including foreigners, so that there would be no multiplier effects supporting the
regional economy.



6. As a separate issue, I'm disappointed at the inadequacies of the processes of so-called
community consultation. The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment has
known of the proposed mining in Hawkins and Rumker for a year, but it did not issue
notices for community consultation until June 2021, and it did not directly inform the great
majority of residents of the region. It has not made plain how the government will evaluate
the submissions, nor has it said that it will make the report on the outcomes publicly
available before sending it to Cabinet. This flouts the findings of the Independent
Commission Against Corruption, which has shown how ministers can press public servants
to change their advice.

Yours sincerely,

Peter Krinks
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Submission
Submission on whether to release the Hawkins and Rumker areas, located about 30 km east of Mudgee NSW, for coal exploration.

lam in a state of shock that the NSW government would for a moment consider releasing the Hawkins and Rumker areas for coal exploration. The
only purpose of this exploration is to mine coal at a time when we should be moving towards abandoning the practice, as the rest of the world is.

Climate change is nota myth and it's not something in the distant future. It's happening right now and the world’s use of coal for energyis one of
the major contributors. That is why most other nations are moving away from it. We need to look elsewhere for our future.

We need to invest in jobs and technology that have a future and do not destroy the future of the planet. Consideration must be given to the state of
the world that we leave for our children and grandchildren. Ashort term profit that is pursued at their expense is pure vandalism.

It was only a week ago that the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change released its report—the firstin seven years - and it said that we
are in terrible danger and must change our behaviour now. Not in the distant future, now.

The report stated that the globe’s ocean, lands and air temperatures are rising, and that human influence is unequivocally the cause. As global
temperatures rise from 1.5C to 2C and beyond, heatwaves, droughts, floods and other violentimpacts become more widespread. Sandstorms and
dust storms are predicted to increase across the continent.

With Australia’s population heavily concentrated along the coast, particularlyin coastal cities, rising sea levels pose a major risk to our country -
and we've already seen the impact of drought, heatwave in catastrophic fires, then followed by floods. We must change our behaviour in Australia to
tryto aid the rest of the world in fighting climate change. Instead, by wanting to open up a vast tract of land for potential mining we are doing exactly
the opposite. We look like ignorant fools and vandals.

And all this is without even mentioning the other negative impacts that this proposed development could have on native animals and plants, water
supply, Aboriginal heritage sites, and on the health of local people. The Hunter and areas such as Singleton that are heavily exposed to the
pollution that comes from a mining based economy are already suffering serious health effects.

This proposal to look at releasing the Hawkins and Rumker areas for coal exploration, with the intention of mining there, is shocking and should be
abandoned before it goes anyfurther.

Regards

Nicole Steinke

| agree to the above statement
Yes

0702

1728



Submission on whether to release the Hawkins and Rumker areas,
located about 30 km east of Mudgee NSW, for coal exploration.

| am in a state of shock that the NSW government would for a moment consider releasing
the Hawkins and Rumker areas for coal exploration. The only purpose of this exploration is
to mine coal at a time when we should be moving towards abandoning the practice, as the
rest of the world is.

Climate change is not a myth and it’s not something in the distant future. It's happening right
now and the world’s use of coal for energy is one of the major contributors. That is why most
other nations are moving away from it. We need to look elsewhere for our future.

We need to invest in jobs and technology that have a future and do not destroy the future of
the planet. Consideration must be given to the state of the world that we leave for our
children and grandchildren. A short term profit that is pursued at their expense is pure
vandalism.

It was only a week ago that the UN'’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change released
its report — the first in seven years - and it said that we are in terrible danger and must
change our behaviour now. Not in the distant future, now.

The report stated that the globe’s ocean, lands and air temperatures are rising, and that
human influence is unequivocally the cause. As global temperatures rise from 1.5C to 2C
and beyond, heatwaves, droughts, floods and other violent impacts become more
widespread. Sandstorms and dust storms are predicted to increase across the continent.

With Australia’s population heavily concentrated along the coast, particularly in coastal cities,
rising sea levels pose a major risk to our country - and we’ve already seen the impact of
drought, heatwave in catastrophic fires, then followed by floods. We must change our
behaviour in Australia to try to aid the rest of the world in fighting climate change. Instead, by
wanting to open up a vast tract of land for potential mining we are doing exactly the opposite.
We look like ignorant fools and vandals.

And all this is without even mentioning the other negative impacts that this proposed
development could have on native animals and plants, water supply, Aboriginal heritage
sites, and on the health of local people. The Hunter and areas such as Singleton that are
heavily exposed to the pollution that comes from a mining based economy are already
suffering serious health effects.

This proposal to look at releasing the Hawkins and Rumker areas for coal exploration, with
the intention of mining there, is shocking and should be abandoned before it goes any
further.

Regards

Nicole Steinke
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16th August, 2021

We, the members of the Mountain Districts Association, are vehemently opposed to opening up new areas for coal mining.

We refer particularly to the land north of Rylstone stretching to the Wollemi National Park for the following reasons -

« Flora - Amost two-thirds of this land is covered by native vegetation with more than ten percent is known or potential threatened ecological
communities.

« Fauna - There are several records of koalas in this area, as well as the critically endangered Regent Honeyeater and the nationally-endangered
Spotted-tailed quoll. Surely we all need to protect the environment for these and other flora and fauna that were so devastated by the catastrophic
bushfires of 2019/2020.

* Water- The area contains high-value waterways, covering 63kms of creeks in good or moderate condition, which are fragile to disturbances. This
includes headway streams of the Cudgegong River which is part of the Macquarie River catchment of the Goulburn, which flows into the Hunter and
on to the coast.

* Culture — The area is Wiradjuri countryand has several sites of indigenous heritage including rock shelters with painted or engraved art, camp
sites and grinding grooves that need our protection.

» World Heritage - To the north east, the Rumker release area runs along 33km of the border of the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area.
Concemn has already been raised at the World Heritage Centre and IUCN about the potential impacts of eight mining operations on the boundaries
of the site.

Just last week it was announced that our planet, Earth, is experiencing catastrophic climate change. We must stop using fossil fuels. This needs to
happen within ten years if we have any chance of stabilising the rise in temperature.

We say “NO’ to coal mining.

This government needs to listen and respond to the will of its people.

We need to protect and preserve all remaining natural eco systems....our world are at stake.

Yours sincerely,

Carol Zouroudis

Secretary

Mountain Districts Association

| agree to the above statement
Yes
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Mountain Districts
Association

Working for our Rural Community and the Environment

www.mountaindistrictsassociation.com.au

16th August, 2021

We, the members of the Mountain Districts Association, are vehemently opposed to opening up new areas
for coal mining.

We refer particularly to the land north of Rylstone stretching to the Wollemi National Park for the following
reasons:-

o Flora - Almost two-thirds of this land is covered by native vegetation with more than ten percent is
known or potential threatened ecological communities.

e Fauna - There are several records of koalas in this area, as well as the critically endangered Regent
Honeyeater and the nationally-endangered Spotted-tailed quoll. Surely we all need to protect the
environment for these and other flora and fauna that were so devastated by the catastrophic
bushfires of 2019/2020.

o Water- The area contains high-value waterways, covering 63kms of creeks in good or moderate
condition, which are fragile to disturbances. This includes headway streams of the Cudgegong River
which is part of the Macquarie River catchment of the Goulburn, which flows into the Hunter and on
to the coast.

e Culture — The area is Wiradjuri country and has several sites of indigenous heritage including rock
shelters with painted or engraved art, camp sites and grinding grooves that need our protection.

e World Heritage - To the north east, the Rumker release area runs along 33km of the border of the
Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area. Concern has already been raised at the World
Heritage Centre and IUCN about the potential impacts of eight mining operations on the boundaries
of the site.

Just last week it was announced that our planet, Earth, is experiencing catastrophic climate change. We
must stop using fossil fuels. This needs to happen within ten years if we have any chance of stabilising the
rise in temperature.

We say “NO” to coal mining.
This government needs to listen and respond to the will of its people.

We need to protect and preserve all remaining natural eco systems....our world are at stake.

Yours sincerely,
Carol Zouroudis
Secretary

Mountain Districts Association
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Director Energy and Resource Policy,

Department of Planning, Industry and Environment
Locked Bag 502

Parramatta NSW 2124

Kim Zegenhagen,
Bowral, NSW, 2576.

16 August 2021.

Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

| am against the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration. My reasons and/or how it will impact me are
outlined below.

Issues with the PRIA Process

The Hawkins Rumker REF that the Government prepared is fundamentally and overwhelmingly flawed. The area
does not correctly represent the Hawkins Rumker area. It also states there are no known Aboriginal objects or
declared Aboriginal places in the area, and no threatened fauna and fauna. One questions how the government
can assure that any future exploration licenses would include “strict environmental management conditions to
protect native vegetation, fauna, land, water resources, heritage and community values”, when their own
exploration process couldn’t get it right.

The Independent Commission Against Corruption Report, Reducing the opportunities and incentives for
corruption in the state’s management of coal resources 2013, included recommendations that there should be
community consultation. The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment has been aware of the potential
coal release areas in Hawkins and Rumker for a year, however they only issued notices for community
consultation in June 2021.

Community consultations were advertised for 29 and 30 July 2021, yet the portal for online submissions opened
two weeks before this on 14 June 2021. The only people in the region who were notified were landowners who
properties fell within the boundaries of the exploration zones. Apart from this, the only other notification
provided were one-off advertisements in a few newspapers. This is not proper notification. Why is it that these
people would not be notified of potential new coal release areas when they receive their water from the potential
release areas, and the coal would be transported through these areas?

The community consultation meeting was capped at four groups of 50 people, with one of these to be held in
Mudgee. How could this possibly be a real attempt to have consultation with a population of nearly 3000 people?

There is no transparency in how the Government will weight and evaluate the submissions during the PRIA
process. The Government has not agreed to make the report on the PRIA outcomes publicly available prior to its
submission to Cabinet. This is also contrary to the Independent Commission Against Corruption findings, which
highlighted the role of public officials in providing frank and independent advice to a minister and noted that
public officials continue to remain vulnerable to potential demands to change recommendations to align with a
minister’s wishes.



Worldwide trend to move to sustainable energy sources

The Reserve Bank of Australia and most other economic think tanks anticipate international thermal coal demand
to decline in the long-term as renewable electricity generation becomes increasingly viable.

In its Strategic Statement on Coal Exploration and Mining in NSW released in June 2020, the NSW Government
describes one of its four actions is supporting diversification of coal-reliant regional economies to assist with the
phase-out of thermal coal mining

Australia exports 75 percent of its coal to Japan, South Korea and China. These countries have followed other
countries in a worldwide trend and committed to move away from fossil fuels, which will result in decreased
demand for coal.

This year, the G7 has committed to end public support for unabated coal generation by end of 2021.

The International Energy Agency Roadmap for the global energy sector states the world’s coal will decline to just
one fifth of current levels by 2040, and to one tenth by 2050.

Water

One of the greatest threats is to our region’s precious water supplies. This area is rich in natural springs and
bores. Exploration and mining can have significant impacts on the water resources of a local area. Drilling can
crack and drain underground aquifers® !, Once the water is gone, it is lost forever.

Open cut and underground coal mines have caused water contamination and have destroyed biodiversity in
waterways.

The Rylstone Dam catchment is in the proposed exploration areas. The upper catchment of the Cudgegong River
feeds into the water supplies of Rylstone Dam and Windemere Dam. The Hawkins Rumker proposed release areas
threaten the water supply for the towns of Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon and Clandulla; water flow to Mudgee may
also be negatively impacted.

Without water, there is no life. There are no communities. There is no agriculture, no tourism, nothing to fight
bushfires with.

Flora and Fauna

There are a lot of endangered flora and fauna species as well as endangered ecological communities which could
be lost. NSW BioNet has recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Mid-Western Regional Council

LGA.

Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss of fish habitat and threatened fish
species.

The riparian meadows along Reedy Creek and Breakfast Creek!® could be lost. The Swamp Grassland and
Sphaghum Bog in the central part of Cox’s Creek is thoroughly unique!® and would be under threat.

Mines would transform our beautiful area into an unsightly, industrialised one and negatively impact on the value
of the amazing World Heritage area on our doorstep.



Aboriginal Heritage

There are a significant number of Aboriginal heritage sites within the areas, including art and ceremonial sites,
that are at risk. We have a duty as a nation to protect these sites.

Significant sites have already been destroyed by mining and our laws are inadequate to protect these sites.

Impact on current local economy

Large areas would become coal mines. The proposed Hawkins Rumker coal release areas cover approximately
32,000 ha of land and would directly affect 180 landholders. There will be a loss of agricultural lands, farms
would disappear or lose their water, and productive agricultural lands would be dug up or left fallow.

The people in the region have built long-term sustainable economic stability for this region. This revenue stays in
the pockets of our local businesses. Businesses that have helped build the tourism industry in the region include
vineyards, olive groves, horse studs, beef and sheep farms, eco-tourism, short stay accommodation, restaurants,
and cafes. These businesses are incompatible with mining: tourists do not come to see coal mines.

Mines provide a flow of revenue to governments and their (mostly foreign) owners, however, the flow on to local
businesses and local communities is generally not seen. The Hunter in the biggest coal export terminal, yet they
only contribute to two percent (2%) of State Revenue; the rest goes overseas.

Mining is a specialist industry. People with the skills tend to follow the mines and very few additional local jobs
are created. Like many industries, mining is becoming more automated, requiring fewer people. Over the next
five years, mining is predicted to create just 0.4 percent of new jobs across all of Australia.

Just the threat of new mines being developed decimates many of the existing businesses as people stop investing
or move away — even if the mine ultimately does not get approved. This has already happened in nearby Ulan,
Wollar, and Bylong.

The cost of living, especially housing, is often driven up to levels locals can no longer afford, as they cannot
compete with the high wages miners receive.

Local towns close once the mines move on as they no longer have the income from the mines they were
dependent on. Unemployment and associated issues such as crime, increase. This is the very reason strategies
such as transitioning communities dependent on coal mining in NSW are required.

Social & health implications
Air, water, soil and noise pollution, do not stay within the boundaries of the coal mining sites.

The neighbouring Hunter Valley is now a pollution ‘hotspot’ and has some of the highest rates for respiratory and
cardiac conditions in NSW.

There would be a lot more traffic, including heavy vehicles on our local and rural roads. Traffic incidents increase
from mine workers travelling to and from work. The quality of our roads is already very poor and they are not
suited to increased or heavy load traffic. Historically, mines in this council area have been loath to put money into
fixing any traffic issues created by their presence.

Noise and vibration will dramatically increase with blasting, heavy earthmoving equipment and machinery
operating in the mines 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and by coal being transported out on trains and trucks
running through our towns.



Trains and trucks are not covered and the coal dust and associated pollution from transporting the coal can travel
for kilometres.

Health effects are already being felt as people experience anxiety and stress about the threat to their region? and
economic stability.

| wish my name to be withheld from the PRIA submission site: No

Yours sincerely,

Kim Zegenhagen,

Bowral, NSW, 2576.
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Submission to the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment
| am against the proposed Rumker, Hawkins coal exploration. This proposal will impact me in the following ways:

The Ryistone area is an early 19th century colonial rural settlement with highly productive agricultural land which is also renowned for its natural
resources, the extensive waterways and wilderness. Many people have relocated to the area to enjoy the pristine environment with its laid-back
lifestyle and beauty, and hardworking local community. The Rylstone region adjoins the Wollemi National Park, and as a person who is heavily
involved in the local fire brigade, | spent 72 days with our best effort to protect all of this in the recent Black Summer Bushfires.

My family have been landholders in the Ganguddy-Kelgoola region adjoining Hawkins Rumker for more than a century, where we have, with blood
sweat and tears, worked and cared for this land, producing food, and worked to build a strong community in Olinda. The Olinda community
includes the people of Hawkins and Rumker. My forebears, with two other local family landholders generously bought land and created a
community centre, the Olinda Hall, to support our people. If this is taken for a coal mine, you are disregarding, more than, a hundred-year legacy,
that our families have created.

We know that there are enough coal mines and that they are not operating at capacity. We also know that the world is moving away from coal and
that the thermal coal in our region will be sold overseas. What is our cost to senicing the government's overseas market?

The costis all our heritage, all our community, an interference with the provision of food and a lost legacy. What value is placed on our people, our
heritage, our food chain supply, that has served the country for over 100 years and continues to do so. We have been the backbone of our country
and now this is all sacrificed for some short-term coal dollars. This government proposal of coal exploration doesn’t make sense.

Coal mines conflicts with tourism and our agricultural production, destroying the vital waters systems that support our lands, our towns, and which
draw tourists to our area. The manybusinesses of our region rely on the natural resources and our “clean” qualities especially for tourism and
agricultural enterprises. Such enterprises include beef cattle, sheep for wool and fat lambs, wine, honey, olives, nuts and seasonal produce. Many
of our high producing grazing lands are native pastures resulting in a premium product.

Qur farms and surrounding bush along with the waterways are both habitat and a corridor for a multitude of birdlife, including endangered and
specific area species such as the Gang gangs, the Regent Honey Eater, the Brown Tree Creeper, the Rock Warblers, Lyrebirds, and the Powerful
Owil. Our region attracts many\isitors, artists, and photographers to view the abundant birdlife. Aong with the birdlife is the abundant wildlife
including the threatened spotted quoll and the platypus.

Much effort by our community was devoted with the recent Black Summer Fires to save wildlife and habitat along with the revegetation after the fires.

Our landscape includes unique fragile pagoda sandstone structures that add to beauty and habitat. These structures will be ruined if a mine
should eventuate.

The greatest concern to our environmental is if water is impacted. Our area is rich in natural springs, swamps, and waterways, which can easily be
damaged or drained by exploration or mining. Several farming properties rely on the underground water which they access through bores; these
will also be impacted. The upper catchment of the Cudgegong River is the headwater supplying Rylstone, Kandos, Mudgee and then downstream
to the Macquarie River system, supplying towns and enterprises with critical water. Water supply can be challenging in drought times already, and
mining will further reduce the water available to our community and the many agricultural enterprises which relyon it. Mining companies receive a
government guarantee of water. This means that the mining company will get water regardless of the needs of our community and its enterprises.

If the water systems are damaged, contaminated, or drained, it will be an environmental and community catastrophe. We have come back from
droughts, floods, bushfires and now COMD, but there will be no coming back from that.

Experience tells us that, with all their so called “water experts”, mining does damage the water systems. | know this personally, from people who
have worked in mines, and from geologists, and of course from witnessing this devastation in other areas, and the penalties that the mine
companies receive is tokenistic at best, and at worst the mining company pleads financial incapacity.

The scale of traffic on our country roads, especially from heawy vehicles, the noise and vibration, the blasting and large-scale earth moving, the
reduced air quality from coal dust at the mine site or in fransportation are all present at coal mine sites. The Hunter Valley now has the unenviable
“most polluted postcode in Australia.” Coal mining would transform this beautiful area into a dirtyindustrialised work site. The so called
“Rehabilitation” areas around other coal mines near Ulan and the Hunter valley are dismal failures. Itis impossible to restore an area effectively
once the topsoil and soil profile which has been built over thousands of years has been destroyed.

There would also be negative social impacts. Maybe a small number of local businesses may profit, and a small number of locals may gain
lucrative employment, but most will be hired with skills from mines in other areas, transient and not at all invested in our local community. Our
community will suffer job losses and small business failures. This has already begun, as people stop investing in tourist businesses and
agricultural investment, just with the uncertainty of whether this mine exploration will go ahead.
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International Energy Agency's latest report showed a downturn in coal projections for the first time; NSW's 5-year intergenerational update predicts
that coal will be gone completely from our economywithin 20 years. It would be a tragedy to destroy our rich farmlands, our pristine environment of
significant natural beauty, to lose our abundant birdlife and wildlife, all on the doorstep of a world heritage area and contribute to climate change
and environmental damage just for some short-term government royalties, and a coal-company's (most likely NOT Australian) short term profits.
Australia must take responsibility for the emissions of the coal it exports — we have the ability to effect change.

At G7, the seven biggest economies in the world have agreed to phase out, and stop the funding of coal projects by the end of 2021; such a
measure is seen as critical to truly meet the net zero targets to awoid a climate disaster.

| agree to the above statement
Yes

0710



Submission to the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

| am against the proposed Rumker, Hawkins coal exploration. This proposal will impact me in the
following ways:

The Rylstone area is an early 19%" century colonial rural settlement with highly productive agricultural land which is
also renowned for its natural resources, the extensive waterways and wilderness. Many people have relocated to
the area to enjoy the pristine environment with its laid-back lifestyle and beauty, and hardworking local
community. The Rylstone region adjoins the Wollemi National Park, and as a person who is heavily involved in the
local fire brigade, | spent 72 days with our best effort to protect all of this in the recent Black Summer Bushfires.

2019-2020 Black
Summer Fires -Gospers
Mountain

20 lyrebirds in this dam
— waiting for the
bushfire to pass over

You can see how dry it
was from the drought

My family have been landholders in the Ganguddy-Kelgoola region adjoining Hawkins Rumker for more than a
century, where we have, with blood sweat and tears, worked and cared for this land, producing food, and worked
to build a strong community in Olinda. The Olinda community includes the people of Hawkins and Rumker. My
forebears, with two other local family landholders generously bought land and created a community centre, the
Olinda Hall, to support our people. If this is taken for a coal mine, you are disregarding, more than, a hundred-year
legacy, that our families have created.

We know that there are enough coal mines and that they are not operating at capacity. We also know that the
world is moving away from coal and that the thermal coal in our region will be sold overseas. What is our cost to
servicing the government’s overseas market?

The cost is all our heritage, all our community, an interference with the provision of food and a lost legacy. What
value is placed on our people, our heritage, our food chain supply, that has served the country for over 100 years
and continues to do so. We have been the backbone of our country and now this is all sacrificed for some short-
term coal dollars. This government proposal of coal exploration doesn’t make sense.

Coal mines conflicts with tourism and our agricultural production, destroying the vital waters systems that support
our lands, our towns, and which draw tourists to our area. The many businesses of our region rely on the natural
resources and our “clean” qualities especially for tourism and agricultural enterprises. Such enterprises include



beef cattle, sheep for wool and fat lambs, wine, honey, olives, nuts and seasonal produce. Many of our high
producing grazing lands are native pastures resulting in a premium product.

Premium Angus cattle
from our property —
Grazed on native
pastures (2021)

Our farms and surrounding bush along with the waterways are both habitat and a corridor for a multitude of
birdlife, including endangered and specific area species such as the Gang gangs, the Regent Honey Eater, the
Brown Tree Creeper, the Rock Warblers, Lyrebirds, and the Powerful Owl. Our region attracts many visitors, artists,
and photographers to view the abundant birdlife. Along with the birdlife is the abundant wildlife including the
threatened spotted quoll and the platypus. Much effort by our community was devoted with the recent Black
Summer Fires to save wildlife and habitat along with the revegetation after the fires. Our landscape includes
unique fragile pagoda sandstone structures that add to beauty and habitat. These structures will be ruined if a
mine should eventuate.

The greatest concern to our environmental is if water is impacted. Our area is rich in natural springs, swamps, and
waterways, which can easily be damaged or drained by exploration or mining. Several farming properties rely on
the underground water which they access through bores; these will also be impacted. The upper catchment of the
Cudgegong River is the headwater supplying Rylstone, Kandos, Mudgee and then downstream to the Macquarie
River system, supplying towns and enterprises with critical water. Water supply can be challenging in drought
times already, and mining will further reduce the water available to our community and the many agricultural



enterprises which rely on it. Mining companies receive a government guarantee of water. This means that the
mining company will get water regardless of the needs of our community and its enterprises.

If the water systems are damaged, contaminated, or drained, it will be an environmental and community
catastrophe. We have come back from droughts, floods, bushfires and now COVID, but there will be no coming
back from that. Experience tells us that, with all their so called “water experts”, mining does damage the water
systems. | know this personally, from people who have worked in mines, and from geologists, and of course from
witnessing this devastation in other areas, and the penalties that the mine companies receive is tokenistic at best,
and at worst the mining company pleads financial incapacity.

The scale of traffic on our country roads, especially from heavy vehicles, the noise and vibration, the blasting and
large-scale earth moving, the reduced air quality from coal dust at the mine site or in transportation are all present
at coal mine sites. The Hunter Valley now has the unenviable “most polluted postcode in Australia.” Coal mining
would transform this beautiful area into a dirty industrialised work site. The so called “Rehabilitation” areas around
other coal mines near Ulan and the Hunter valley are dismal failures. It is impossible to restore an area effectively
once the topsoil and soil profile which has been built over thousands of years has been destroyed.

There would also be negative social impacts. Maybe a small number of local businesses may profit, and a small
number of locals may gain lucrative employment, but most will be hired with skills from mines in other areas,
transient and not at all invested in our local community. Our community will suffer job losses and small business
failures. This has already begun, as people stop investing in tourist businesses and agricultural investment, just
with the uncertainty of whether this mine exploration will go ahead.

International Energy Agency’s latest report showed a downturn in coal projections for the first time; NSW’s 5-year
intergenerational update predicts that coal will be gone completely from our economy within 20 years. It would be
a tragedy to destroy our rich farmlands, our pristine environment of significant natural beauty, to lose our
abundant birdlife and wildlife, all on the doorstep of a world heritage area and contribute to climate change and
environmental damage just for some short-term government royalties, and a coal-company’s (most likely NOT
Australian) short term profits. Australia must take responsibility for the emissions of the coal it exports — we have
the ability to effect change.

At G7, the seven biggest economies in the world have agreed to phase out, and stop the funding
of coal projects by the end of 2021; such a measure is seen as critical to truly meet the net zero

targets to avoid a climate disaster.
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Director Energy and Resource Policy,

Department of Planning, Industry and Environment
Locked Bag 502

Parramatta NSW 2124

Professor Peter Scott Cranston,
Emeritus, Australian National University,
O'Connor, ACT 2602

August 16th 2021

Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

For more than three decades | have been studying, with students, freshwater ecosystems of New South Wales. |
am now retired, emeritus, aged 71 but continue some aspects of water quality assessment using insects. My
experience with the aquatic ecosystems over the past 3 decades in the Rylstone / Newnes area is that they
shelter some very valuable sites of endemic biodiversity. Coal mining is incompatible with these ecosystems as
shown by continuing studies e.g. by lan Wright, and my own observations.

There is documented endangered flora and fauna species as well as endangered ecological communities which
could be lost. Notably NSW BioNet has recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Mid-Western
Regional Council LGA. Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss of fish habitat
and threatened fish species. The riparian meadows along Reedy Creek and Breakfast Creek could be lost. The
Swamp Grassland and Sphagnum Bog in the central part of Coxs Creek is understood to be unique and
threatened.

How can the Hawkins Rumker REF state that there are no threatened fauna and fauna. How was that assessed and
what assurances are there that exploration licenses would include “strict environmental management conditions
to protect native vegetation, fauna, land, water resources, heritage and community values”, when the exploration
process couldn’t get it right.

I am in complete agreement with the following details and statements that | have modified from other sources.

The Independent Commission Against Corruption Report, Reducing the opportunities and incentives for
corruption in the state’s management of coal resources 2013, included recommendations that there should be
community consultation. The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment has been aware of the potential
coal release areas in Hawkins and Rumker for a year, however they only issued notices for community
consultation in June 2021. This is not adequate.

This region is rich in natural springs and bores. Exploration and mining significantly impacts local water resources
by damage to underground aquifers. Once the water is gone, it is lost forever. Open cut and underground coal
mines are known tocause water contamination and destroy biodiversity in waterways.

| do not wish my name to be withheld from the PRIA submission site.

Yours sincerely,

z:%y;//t@rb‘?z ——

Peter Scott Cranston, Canberra
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Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment
| am against the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration for the following reasons.

| am 59 years old and have been visiting the area for 58 years and a property owner in the area for 23 years.

The mine is proposed to be developed in pristine areas of the country bordering National Parks and untouched waterways. Coal mining <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>