1001

From:
Sent: 30/06/20214:21:08 PM
To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Wed, 30/06/2021 - 16:21
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Barbara
Last name
Fox
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email
Suburb/Town & Postcode
ttlwdand 2774
Submission
I am OPPOSED to the release of wçdorafi on licenses in the Hawkins Rumker regions for the following reasons
- I am against further coal mining dewlopment anywhere due to its negati ve impact on climate change
- I hae made significant personal investment in renewable energyto minimise the effects on climate change and further coal mining reduces the
effects of this iceestment
- I have familylfung in the region and regularlyisitthe area, further coal development in the region would detract from the natural en'Aronment and
local communities
- I would prefer that government spends taxpayer's moneyon the development of renewable energy resources

I agree to the above statement
Yes

0555

1002

From:
Sent:

30/06/2021 1:31:16 PM

To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Wed, 30/06/2021 - 13:31
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Janet
Last name
Thompson
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
Syiney2041
Submission
I oppose any exploration to find coal deposits in the Hawkins Rumker areas near Midgee on the grounds that coal should not be extracted and
burnt because of the damage it and other fossil fuels cause to the worlds errJronment by release of carbon. Because of this increase in carbon
load, the planet is warming hence the damage being done to the ocean, the Great Barrier Reef and emergencies ceerthe world like NW USA and
their current barely sur'nwble heatwave Mire immediately the health effects of listag near coal mines and coal f red power plants are well
established, coal dust causes respi ratory problems, as does increased heavy traffic. Midgee is a famous wine growing area, and this industrywill
be impacted negatively bypollution. Coal pur'eors artificially inflate their employment promises, as increased automation of mines means few
jobs are created, and those that are are often FIFO, and of lithe support to the local communities. Significant invesfient in any coal production is
unlikelyto be forthcoming, as iceestors are aware of the doomed nature of the enterprises. Please use your brains, and stop deluding everyone
about fossil power's future stability. Seek out renewables, get with 21st century.
I agree to the above statement
Yes

0556

1003

From:
Sent: 30/06/2021 1:01:40 PM
To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Wed, 30/06/2021 - 13:01
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Last name
I would like my submission to remain confidential
Yes

Info
Email
Suburb/Town & Postcode
Blwdand
Submission
I DONiwant the release the Hawkins and Rumker areas, located about 30 km east of rvbdgee NSW, for coal exploration due to ecaronmental
concerns I have the future of the world.
I agree to the above statement
Yes

0557

1004

From:
Sent:

30/06/2021 12:53:11 PM

To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Wed, 30/06/2021 - 12:53
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Catherine
Last name
Waldron
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
Nullo kbuntain 2849
Submission
To the ackisorybodyfor strategic release
I am alarmed and shocked that coal exploration is even being considered in and around Rstone. The impacts from coal estraclion are far
reaching and untenable in the so called Hawkins, Rumker, Ganguddy-Kelgoola areas.
I (and manyso not know of these plans) are firmlyapposed to anycoploration which leads to new coal mining in the area.
It pains me to e'en outline the obsious well researched, well documented, well know risks to public health, transport, aquifers, native species,
endangered species (fauna and flora), local infrastructure, undocumented first nations cultural sacred sights, tourism, farming, mental health
impacts, increased social dceisions arising from differing options concerning the so called benefits of coal mining. Flyin flyout workers operating
in more and more automated mining enironments do not have positive impacts on local communities. The supposed benefits of mining line the
pockets of the few.
The premise that this process is transparent is a farce, made e'Adent bythe factthat public consultation has been minimal and the low numbers
allocated for attendance of meetings.
Sincerely
Catherine Waldron

I agree to the above statement
Yes

0558

1005

From:
Sent: 29/06/20214:30:27 PM
To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Tue, 29/06/2021 - 16:30
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Brent
Last name
Barlow
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
Rti4stone 2849
Submission
I strongly object to anynew coal mines being developed in the Hawkins Rumker area. As a propertyowner I'm concerned about the possibilityof
water in springs and aquifers being affected. As a long time local journalist and broadcaster I've also seen howthis proposal has undermined the
confidence of the local community. In recent years, Rstone and Kandos have begun to thrive through tourism and the move bycityresidents to
relocate to a beautiful and enironmentallyclean area. Shops have never been busier and propertyand house prices have increased considerably
Unfortunately, this coal mine proposal has already had an adverse affect on the economy. I have spoken to a number of people who have recently
bought properties with the intention of spending a considerable amount of capital to refurbish dwellings or build new ones. These have now been
put on hold because of the uncertaintyof the current situation. Other new propertyowners wantto invest in infrastructure such as fencing and
sheds and buynew machinery, and this again had been put on hold. I wonder if the governmenttakes these adverse impacts into consideration. It
also impacts on tradespeople, suppliers and transport who miss out on jobs because of this. Finally, I want to point out that lam not against coal
mining. This proposal is wrong forthe above reasons and would be disastrous forthis area that has gained a reputation for its National Park,
beautiful scenery, clean air, platypus in the local river, great coffee shops and enviable birdlife.
I agree to the above statement
Yes

0559

1006

From:
Sent: 29/06/2021 12:09:26 PM
To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Tue, 29/06/2021 - 12:09
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Sam
Last name
Hamilton
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
2849
Submission
Good morning
I wish to register myconcerns around the "PIRA process forthe aboe mentioned deelopment
Despite being a land ownerwithin the Rumker esploration area and also a landowner and residing immediately nest to the area I have received no
communication from gowrnmentregarding this process. I onlyknowof its existence bychance coceersation with a neighbor and the efforts of the
Rstone Coal Free Community Group"
Now I am aware of this proposal I stronglyfeel it is rushed and poorly advertised given the current pandemic situation. Newspaper and direct
contact with some of the landowners would seem grossly inadequate. This is not the time to undertake this process as community invelvement is
difficult and maywell be bias.
One can onlyassume this is a deliberate ployto limit community involvement and input
I also believe government has no mandate to release this proposal given the overwhelming global anti coal sentiment
Sam Hamilton

I agree to the above statement
Yes

0560

1007

From:
Sent: 29/06/20219:51:09 AM
To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Tue, 29/06/2021 - 09:51
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Raymond
Last name
Han-is
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
2027
Submission
Although we like in Sdneywe sisit Ralston to sisit ourfriends there who are deeplycommitted to retaining the pristine ensironment and the general
landscape. lam completely opposed to the possibilityof an open cut coal mine or for that matter anycoal mine in the areas. Ccsernment esen
considering this alerts me to the fact that theyare out of touch with public opinion at a time when the containment of coal is a universal objectise.
I will do esarything in mypowerto change the government if this is approved.
I agree to the above statement
Yes

0562

1008

From:
Sent: 29/06/2021 7:48:54 #M
To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Tue, 29/06/2021 - 07:48
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Lisbeth
Last name
Lane
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
Ajstinmer
Submission
Please thinkto the future of our children and grandchildren. Global ly people who understand the long term effects of continuing to mine coal and
advocate for other sources of energy urge governments look to alternative sustainable energy sources. I am not a resident oththe aeea in questuon
here but am appaled that contuinuing elorationbisbewn being considered. You are proposing to destroy community and jeopardise a viable
future for the sake of short term gains. Please think again. There may not be easy solutions but to continue to push coal mining in the light of sound
eadence against that path is surely insanityand is at the expense of our future generations. Please think about the future world your chidren and
their children will.be being born into. We have a global responsibilityto actively reduce emissions
I agree to the above statement
Yes

0563

1009

From:
Sent: 28/06/2021 6:28:05 PM
To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on MDn, 28/06/2021 - 18:28
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Ben
Last name
Foster
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email
Suburb/Town & Postcode
Rylalmere
Submission
On behalf of myself and other like-minded Australian's I am completely against this further exploration into these areas, the future is deartyone
with less coal not more! Stop this idiocy!.
I agree to the above statement
Yes

0564

1010

From:
Sent:

28/06/2021 2:08:08 PM

To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Man, 28/06/2021 - 14:08
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name

Last name

I would like my submission to remain confidential
Yes

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
2850
Submission
It is ludicrous to saythat because Australia has cleaner coal our mining practices are helping reduce emissions world wide. How many damning
reports must we ignore before we stop raping our planet Even if you ignore the otwious destruction of our beautiful country and the many, many
years (if e'er) it would take to regenerate 'some of what is destroyed in the process, men if your ignore the fact that many animals, insects or
plants may neser return, this is our home! Many haxe worked hard for tears to final lyget our little corner of paradise. Contributing to society and
pang taxes. Is this the thanks we get! This for many is our life's work. We are constantly bei ng warned to act NOW to stop the destruction and
degradation of this beautiful planet We know that mining, in all ways, has a permanent negative impact. We need to stop or there will be nothing
left to save.
I agree to the above statement
Yes

0565

1011

From:
Sent: 28/0612021 11:55:03 AM
To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on MDn, 28/06/2021 - 11:55
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Ian
Last name
Simmons
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email
SuburblTown & Postcode
RYLSTONE 2849
Submission
The true relewncies and objections with regard to mining Coal in this area are party
1 Destruction of pristine farmland. This case has been argued and won in the Hunter Valley, adjacent to proposed exploration. Please refer to the
Legal documentation banning further exploitation of this irreplaceable land.
2. Jobs. This is a tired old argument that the mines will pro'tdejobs. Ryistone and adjacentMllages have already plenty ofjobs forthose who want
to and are willing to work. The ingress of itinerant mining staff and families will grosslyupset the fine balance of Tourism enjoyed bythe
community.
3. Existing faculties. The forced expansion of population will exceed the existing ones ceailable. Roads, Hospitals, Doctors and Police are barely
adequate atthe moment with emphasis on Police personnel.
I agree to the above statement
Yes

0566

1012

From:
Sent: 28/0612021 11:45:38 AM
To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on MDn, 28/06/2021 - 11:45
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Ian
Last name
banks
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email
SuburblTown & Postcode
Sunshine Beach
Submission
Not only is this beautiful country in an area ripe for further tourism but coal is yesterdays fuel suitable for the 1850s when no alternative or
knowledge of the eniromental damage
I agree to the above statement
Yes

0567

1013

From:
Sent: 28/0612021 10:59:46 AM
To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on MDn, 28/06/2021 - 10:59
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Kevin
Last name
Fox
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email
SuburblTown Postcode
&
Nullo bbuntain 2849
Submission
I strongly object to coal exploration and anysubsequent mining in the Hawkins-Rumker region for the following reasons
negative impact on rural industry & landscapes
negafe impact on tourism features of the area
negati'e impact on the natural enironment
- negati ve impact on aboriginal heritage sites, manyof which I know from personal experience remain undocumented
- negatie impact of coal mining on water resource quantity& quality, especiallyin an area vulnerable to drought and bushfre
- negatie impact on local communities & economyw6h no real benefit from these negatce impacts
- global trends toward lower use of thermal coal make the mining ucatable & less economically relevant
- the PRlAprocess will not adequately ealuate the proposed release in a sufficiently rigorous benefit/cost analysis
- full & best practice use of esting coal mining should occur before new areas are released for further eploration/development
-

-

I agree to the above statement
Yes

0568

1014

From:
Sent: 28/0612021 10:47:32 AM
To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on MDn, 28/06/2021 - 10:47
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Susan
Last name
Barling
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email
SuburblTown Postcode
&
Rytstone
Submission
lam a resident of R4stone and would like to voice my dissent to proposed release of land for mining exploration.
It is absolute folly to continue to push to open more coal mines.
What is the matter with you .....
Nobody on this planet should be considering coal, renewables are the future with manyjobs coming from those industries. New technologies are
surfacing all the time.
Please have some sense and not continue down this road to damaging our lies and more significantly, Planet Earth.
I agree to the above statement
Yes

0569

1015

From:
Sent: 27/06/2021 10:51:07 AM
To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Sun, 27/06/2021 - 10:51
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Beerly
Last name
Bingley-Pullin
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email

Suburb/Town & Postcode
Ryistone Prpark, R4stone NSW2849
Submission
In response to health concerns raised bythe Hunter Valley community patterns of NSW emergency department presentations and hospital
admissions, as well as mortality, cancer incidence and self-reporting health surveydata forthose areas were compared with other parts of NSW.
Some regions with exposures to open-cut coal mining and power generation were shown to have higher rates of emergency department
attendance for asthma and res pi ratory disease, and higher rates of hospital admissions for asthma, respiratory conditions and cardio-vascular
disease.
My husband is a chronic asthmatic and we chose Ryistone due to the height 2000 feet, cleaner air, beautiful and restful surrounds. Without
question he has shown a marked improvement but the possibilityof an open cut coal mine would have a chronic effect on his health and lam sure
others in the district. This has been shown to be a fact.
I agree to the above statement
Yes

0570

1016

From:
Sent: 27/06/2021 10:13:28 AM
To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Sun, 27/06/2021 - 10:13
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Robert
Last name
Bingley-Pullin
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email
Suburb/Town & Postcode
R4stoneArpark, Rlstone, NSW2849
Submission
FOSSIL FUEL PRODUCERS ARE STRUGGLING TO SECURE FINANCE AS CLIMATE CONCERNS MOUNT THE AUSTRALIAN 17/6/21.
I draw attention to the recent Australian Petroleum Production and Exploration Assn
(APPEA) in which petroleum companies were increasinglyfacing an investment squeeze due to climate policies. Cords Chambers Westgarth M&
Alawr Sandy rvfuktold the ApPEAconference she was already struggling to get deals inveNing fossil fuels or coal over the line given strict lending
protocols On tr/ng to do an M&Adeal that has anykind fossil fuel, thermal coal aspectto it, she can not do it as it is against EnAironment Social
and Governance (ESG) mandate.
\/'vhyl ask, are you considering such a move when finance to develope the mine is irtuallyimpossible bearing in mind the ESG and banking
regulations.
I agree to the above statement
Yes

0571

1017

From:
Sent: 26/06/20216:04:00 I'M
To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Sat, 26/06/2021 - 06:04
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name

Last name

I would like my submission to remain confidential
Yes

Info
Email

SuburblTown Postcode
&
Midgee 2850
Submission
This proposal should not go ahead.
The global increase in atmospheric carbon dioxide leels and the associated enhanced greenhouse effect, global warming and climate change is
alreadyhaAng catastrophic impacts on our planet To be considering opening new coal mines is utterly irresponsible.
With global demand for fossil fuels falling, it casts serious doubt owr the long term vabilityof the project whilst picturesque area of natural beauty
would be destroyed.
Please do not grant an approval.
Asking on behalf of myself and future generations.
I agree to the above statement
Yes

0573

1018

From:
Sent: 25/06/20218:52:23 PM
To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Fri, 25/06/2021 - 20:52
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Juliana
Last name
Gilders-Sesan
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email
SuburblTown & Postcode
Budgee Budgee
Submission
I do not agree with continued Mning in the Midgee area in the Ralston area in the loo area in the B4ong area in Ccogong area or anyof the
surrounding areas. This is not actuallygood for the long-term health of the enironment of the people and it is damaging for future generations. Any
short-term gain will be faroutweigh bythe long-term losses we should be looking forfar more sustainable ways to drive economic growth this is
not it Not on this land not at this time not ever
I agree to the above statement
Yes

0574

1019

From:
Sent: 25/06/20213:17:25 PM
To:
DPE Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment bbil bo
Cc:
DPE PS ePlanning Ediibitions Wilbox
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Fri, 25/06/2021 - 15:17
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Troy
Last name
Killer
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email
SuburblTown & Postcode
Midgee
Submission
Hey l 100% agree let's go ahead with the mines
It would be fantastic for the region
I agree to the above statement
Yes

0575

1020

From:
Sent:

24/06/20219:53:10 I'M

To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Thu, 24/06/2021 - 09:53
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Stephen
Last name
Gaut
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
Rhtstone
Submission
I disagree with mining in Rumker and Hawkins in the Rstone region. The region has unsurpassed beauty and is a tourist destination. The
ugliness of mining together with all the added infrastructure, noise, dust, added people not from our region and who W not understand our tight
community, will change the whole nature of the area. Food production, forestry, animal habitats, unique fora will be destroyed foreer. There is no
future in opening up new regions to coal mining considering how unpopular this is now and is an industry with no real future. The govt hopes to
make money destroy ng the lives of I'ustralians and future generations selling us to overseas markets.
I agree to the above statement
Yes

0576

1021

From:
Sent: 23/06/2021 12:52:49 PM
To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Wed, 23/06/2021 - 12:52
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam submitting on behalf of myorganisalion

Name
First name
Ian
Last name
Bailey
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
LIVERPOOL 2170
Submission
The DPIE, Dear Secretary, The 1000+ members and friends of Birding NSW inc are committed to conservation of the threatened ecosystems of our
State. Mllions of trees and the life-forms theysupport have been lost since white settlement and we now cannot afford to lose one more tree or
bush.
The idea of offsets or biobanking does not, cannot work. It is impossible to replace or reserVe a section of bushland in the complexform developed
over millions of years. The adjacentforests and reserves also relyo surrounding bush that acts as a bufferane.
Consequently, we askthatthis coal mining proposal be halted and permanenllyshehed forthe sake of ourthreatened biodiversity.
f/ve are sure others will write aboutthe bird species eqected to suffer. We are simplytaking the iew now: no habitat, no birds.
Sincerely, Ian Bailey, Office of Conservetion Birding NSWinc.

I agree to the above statement
Yes

0577

1022

From:
Sent: 23/06/20219:31:07 #M
To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Wed, 23/06/2021 - 09:31
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name

Last name

I would like my submission to remain confidential
Yes

Info
Email

Suburb/Town & Postcode
Breakfast Creek 2849
Submission
As a local rural landholder I have no negative issue with the proposal of licences for the purpose of coal exploration in our district
Alyindustry, local employment and sponsorship opportunities would benefit our flailing twin town services.
I agree to the above statement
Yes

0578

1023

From:
Sent: 22/06/2021 12:01:51 PM
To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Tue, 22/06/2021 - 12:01
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Last name
I would like my submission to remain confidential
Yes

Info
Email
SuburblTown & Postcode
2850
Submission
We are the children of Mother Nature. STOP RAPING OUR MOTHER YOU REPUGNANT MONSTERS!
We are not defending nature, WE ARE NATURE DEFENDING ITSELF.
Get your wicked eiI greedyclaws off our SCARED COUNTRY, and go back to hell from where you were created! If you want to rape and pillage then
do it to you and yours, in your backyard.
What a coincidence that the pedophiles have put the illegal thieing miscreant barnabyback at the helm of the LNP's destruction project.
Absolute wicked scum!
I agree to the above statement
Yes

0579

1024

From:
Sent: 22/06/20218:55:48 I'M
To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Tue, 22/06/2021 - 08:55
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Janet
Last name
Thompson
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email
SuburblTown Postcode
&
Balmain Sjdney2041
Submission
I wish to object to the proposed exploration for a coal mine 30 kms from rvlidgee. The grounds for objection are because of the harm it would
cause to our errJronment, for local population and wildlife who will have contaminated air to breathe from dust, for pollution of waterways, from
abandondment of piles of disturbed byproduct, noise and light pollution from machineryon site and heavehicles on surrounding roads. Butthe
biggest reason for objection is the increase of carbon in earth's atmosphere warming the planet when the coal is burnt This makes the project
economically unsound as the coal market dwindles as the world learns of cheap, dean renewable energysources.
Anew coal mine is a dumb idea, useful for a few for brief profit
Janet Thompson
I agree to the above statement
Yes

0580

1025

From:
Sent: 21/06/20215:44:05 PM
To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on MDn, 21/06/2021 - 17:44
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name

Last name

I would like my submission to remain confidential
Yes

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
Sdney2000
Submission
As a land owner in Mjdgee, I can confirm that I am a proud supporter of the town of kkidgee and its future growth, driven primarilybythe nearby
coal wines that are arguablysome of the most efficient, well run coal mines in the country. The opportunilyto continue this growth with the release
oftljrther land for future coal mining will be a huge boostfor the area and something many country towns can onlydream ofas theyface declining
populations, increasing unemployment and rising socio-economic problems.
The coal wines located 25 to 45 minutes from Midgee have proven over the sears to work hand in globe with the town and its community. The
mines have been successful in providing a large number ofjobs to the local workforce, increasing the population bybringing outside workers and
their families to the town and givi back to the community with grants and sponsorship. The opportunity to have more mines operating in the
Midgee area is something that should be embraced with both hands. It will create further employment opportunities, increase the town's
population which in turn will create further employment opportunities, and increase the economic standing of the town immeasurably.
While it is obvious that new mines will help with the continued success of mining associated industries in the region, itwill also have an impact on
the rest of the businesses in the area as more people to the town will mean morejobs are needed across all industries and this in turn will have a
huge benefitto the town as a whole. As regional areas and countrytowns around NSWand in fact, all of Australia, face economic hardship as
populations decline, young people mow awayand socio-economic problems startto rise, not decline, Midgee has an incredible opportunityto
buck the trend with the approval of the Hawkins and Rumker areas for mining projects. New mines will presentthe town with the chance to
continue to grow and get stronger - creating more jobs for the current population plus the future residents that are attracted to the Midgee area.
Based on research that says one mining job creates 2 or more new jobs in sub/supporting industries, the approval of these areas and subsequent
mines stands to benefit even those that don'twork in the mining industrywithin the township. 'bre people in town means you will see more people
employed at places like restaurants and cafes, more retail shops, more cars sold and more people in general shopping and being employed by
local businesses to keep up with the increase in demand a growing population creates. All these things are a huge boostforthe local economy
and an incredible opportunityfor the town of Midgee and its people.
It is for this reason lam formally writi ng to you to support the approval of these new coal exploration sites
I agree to the above statement
Yes

0581

1026

From:
Sent:

17/08/2021 10:38:30 PM

To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Tue, 17/08/2021 - 22:38
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Paul
Last name
Links
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
Wamberal 2260
Submission
I am writing to you as I am s i ncerely opposed to the Hawkins Rumker area being opened for coal exploration. I believe such an opening is a
precursor to future coal mining and therefore this needs to be stopped now.
I am 61 years old and live on the Central Coast of NSW From an earlyage I have been a keen bushwalker and have walked manytimes in the
'icinityof the region associated with the Hawkins Rumker area. I also hae familyliAng in the rural hinterland of Midgee and regularlystait them
conducting bush walks in the catchments of the Cudgegong River. As I understand, the proposed release areas have the potential to threaten the
water fiow to Mdgee. Future expanded Coal Mning in this region will significantly impact in a negati ve manner the water resources in these local
areas
Mire than anything I am acutelyaware of the potential disturbance and destruction of natural waterways which would impact on fish habitat and
potentially lead to a loss of alreadythreatened species. We need to preserve our already endangered ecological communities - not threaten their
existence with coal mining expansion. As I understand, NSW BioNet has recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Md-Western
Regional Council LGA Minyof these species could be lost ifwe open up this region for coal exploration.
In a week where the IPCC has released a report indicating that our planet is running headlong into an overheating climate, we need to do
everything within our power to stop the expansion of coal mining and the continued burning of fossil fuels.
The expansion of coal mining into this beautiful region will lead to an industhalisation of an incredible tiVorld Heritage area right on our doorstep.
We need to protect this region, its waterways and the endangered ecological communities that cell it home.
Please listen to the people and I urge you to put a stop to this proposed coal eqloration.
Yours sincerely,
Paul Links
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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As a global citizen, I simply cannot stand bywtiile we destroy more of our precious land. We are on the 'verge of climate crisis, and this is not the
path out of our mess. I also cannot allow for the destruction of unceded Wradjuri land without the approval of Elders, and for such a colonial cause.
I'
ve outlined more reasons below.

Issues with the PRlAProcess
The Hawkins Rumker REFthatthe Go'ernment prepared is fundamentally flawed. The area does not correctly represent the Hawkins Rumker
area, and it also states there are no known Aboriginal objects or declared Aboriginal places in the area, and no threatened fauna and fauna. One
questions how the government can assure that anyfuture exploration licenses would include "strict en'ironmentaI management conditions to
protect nati'e vegetation, fauna, land, water resources, heritage and communitywlues" ,when their own exploration process couldn't get it right.
The Independent Commission Against Corruption Report, Reducing the opportunities and incenti'ws for corruption in the state's management of
coal resources 2013, included recommendations that there should be community consultation. The Department of Planning, Industryand
Enironment has been aware of the potential coal release areas in Hawkins and Rumker for a year, howewr they only issued notices for
community consultation in June 2021.
Community consultations were adertsed for 29 and 30 July2021, het the portal for online submissions opened two weeks before this on 14 June
2021. The onlypeople in the region who were notified were landowners who properties fell within the boundaries of the exploration zones. Apart
from this, the onlyother notification prcetded were one-off adAertisements in a few newspapers. This is not notifying the nearly3000 residents in
surrounding areas on R4stone, Kandos, Charbon, Clandulla, Lue, Dabbe, Oinda and Kelgoola. Weyis it that these people would not be notified of
potential new coal release areas when they receiAe their water from the potential release areas, and the coal would be transported through these
areas?
The community consultation meeting were capped atfour groups of 50 people, with one of these to be held in Mdgee. How could this possiblybe
a real attempt to haw consultation with a population of nearly3000 people?
There is no transparencyin how the Coernmentwill weight and ewluate the submissions during the PRlAprocess. The Government has not
agreed to make the report on the PRlAoutcomes pubIiclyaailable priorto its submission to Cabinet. This is also contraryto the Independent
Commission Against Corruption findings, which highlighted the role of public officials in pro'iding frank and independent adsice to a minister and
noted that public officials continue to remain 'ulnerabIe to potential demands to change recommendations to align with a minister's wishes.

\Nortdwtde trend to moe to sustainable energysources:
The ReserAe Bank of Australia anticipates international thermal coal demand to decline in the long-term as renewable electricity generation
becomes more 'able.
In its Strategic Statement on Coal Exploration and Mning in NSW released in June 2020, the NSW Government describes one of its four actions is
supporting diversification of coal-reliant regional economies to assist with the phase-out of thermal coal mining
Australia exports 75 percent of its coal to Japan, South Korea and China. These countries hae followed other countries in a worldwide trend and
committed to move awayfrom fossil fuels, which will result in decreased demand for coal.
This hear, the G7 has committed to end public support for unabated coal generation by end of 2021.
The International Energy Agency Roadmap for the global energy sector states the world's coal will decline to just one fifth of current levels by 2040,
and to one tenth by 2050

Water:
One of the greatestthreats is to our region's precious water supplies. This area is rich in natural springs and bores. Exploration and mining can
have significant impacts on the water resources of a local area. Drilling can crack and drain underground aquiferslO, 11. Once the water is gone, it
is lost forever
Open cut and underground coal mines ha'e caused water contamination and haw destroyed biodi'ersityin waterways
The Rstone Dam catchment is in the proposed exploration areas The upper catchment of the Cudgegong Rier feeds into the water supplies of
Rytstone Dam and \Mndamere Dam. The Hawkins Rumker proposed release areas threaten the water supplyfor the towns of Rstone, Kandos,
Charbon and Clandulla; waterfowlo Midgee mayalso be negatively impacted.
Wthout water. there is no life There are no communities. There is no aoriculture. no tourism. nothina to faht bushfires with.
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Flora and Fauna:
There are a lot of endangered flora and fauna species as well as endangered ecological communities which could be lost NSW BioNet has
recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Md-Western Regional Council LGA
Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss offish habitat and threatened fish species.
The riparian meadows along ReedyCreek and Breakfast Creek16 could be lost The Swamp Grassland and Sphagnum Bog in the central part of
Coe Creek is thoroughly uniquel6 and would be under threat
Mines would transform our beautiful area into an unsightly, industrialised one and negateely impact on the value of the amazing World Heritage
area on our doorstep.

Aboriginal Heritage
There are a significant number of Aboriginal heritage sites within the areas, including art and ceremonial sites, that are at risk. We hae a dutyas a
nation to protect these sites.
Significant sites hae aireadybeen destroyed bymirring and our laws are inadequate to protectthese sites

Impact on current local economy:
Large areas would become coal mines. The proposed Hawkins Rumker coal release areas coer apprcamately32,000 ha of land and would
directly affect 180 landholders. There will be a loss of agricultural lands, farms would disappear or lose their water, and productive agricultural
lands would be dug up or left fallow.
The people in the region hae built long-term sustainable economic stabilityfor this region. This re'enue stays in the pockets of our local
businesses. Businesses that have helped build the tourism industry in the region include Aneyards, olie groes, home studs, beef and sheep
farms, ecu-tourism, short stay accommodation, restaurants, cafes, antique shops, softfurnishings and knick-knacks for example. These
businesses are incompatible with mining: tourists do not come to see coal mines.
Mines prcutde a f ow of resenue to governments and their (mosflyforeign) owners, howeer, the f ow on to local businesses and local communities
is generally not seen. The Hunter in the biggest coal eqJort terminal, yet they only contribute to two percent (2%) of State Revenue; the rest goes
ceerseas
Mining is a specialist industry. People with the skills tend to follow the mines and very few additional local jobs are created. Like manyindustries,
mining is becoming more automated, requiring fewer people. Over the nestfie years, mining is predicted to createjust 0.4 percent of new jobs
across all ofkistralia.
Just the threat of new mines being developed decimates manyof the existing businesses as people stop investing or move away—even if the
mine ultimatelydoes not get appro'ed. This has alreadyhappened in nearbyUlan, V'411ar and By1ong.
The cost of liing, especially housing, is often driven up to lesels locals can no longer afford, as they cannot compete with the high wages miners
recetw.
Local towns close once the mines mcee on as they no longer ha'e the income from the mines theywere dependent on; and unemployment and
associated issues such as crime, increase. This is the very reason strategies such as trans itioning communities dependent on coal mining in
NSWare required.

Social & health implications:
Ar, water, soil and noise pollution, do not staywithin the boundaries of the coal mining sites.
The neighbouring Hunter Valleyis now a pollution 'hotspot' and has some of the highest rates for respiratoryand cardiac conditions in NSW.
There would be a lot more traffic, including heaWehicles on our local and rural roads. Traffic incidents increase from mine workers travelling to
and from work. The qualityof our roads is alreadyerypoor and theyare not suited to increased or heaWload traffic. Historically, mines in this
council area hae been loath to put moneyinto fixing anytraffic issues created bytheir presence.
Noise and vibration will dramatically increase with blasting, heaearthmosing equipment and machinery operating in the mines 24 hours a day, 7
days a week, and bycoal being transported out on trains and trucks running through ourtowns.
Trains and trucks are not coered and the coal dust and associated pollution from transporting the coal can trceel for kilometres.
Mines can be associated with increased rates of alcohol and drug abuse, siolence, sexual assaults, and other crimes in adjoining communities
Health effects are already being felt as people experience anxietyand stress about the threat to their region28 and economic stability.

I agree to the above statement
Yes
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rdiname is
and lam a Descendant of the Dabee Wradjuri Apical Ancestors of the area cowred bythe Hawkins Rumker proposal.
I stronglyoppose that the proposed exploration areas are opened for exploration under the Strategic Framework and request that the Pd'Asory
Board recommend against release of the proposed areas.
I oppose the Hawkins Rumker proposal due to the potential risks of destroying or harming the manyAboriginal heritage sites alreadyknown in the
area and destroying or harming the Land and waters of my people.
There are current1y28 publiclylisted Aboriginal cultural sites in the proposed Hawkins and Rumker release areas7, sixin the Hawkins area and 22
in the Rumker area (see Table 1). It should be noted thatthis is a gross underestimation of the number of sites in the area: in collaboration with
other Traditional Custodians I hase been connecting with residents and landowners in the Hawkins Rumker and surrounding areas to be able to
Alsit sites and Country, presiouslylocked off due to it being priwtelyowned, and to prewnt further destruction to Aboriginal cultural heritage sites.
rutunyfurther Significant Sites have been identified and Artefacts found, these are in the process of being prcruded to A/-llbS.
INTRODUCTION
Yindyamarra is a keywayof being for the Wradjuri peoples, to respect and honour everything. Yindysmarra is interconnected with identity,
belonging, culture, spirituality, language, law and kinshiplO.
Aboriginal peoples relationship with the land is based on respect: the land has cared for Aboriginal peoples; Aboriginal peoples haw cared for
land in return Each Aboriginal person is entrusted with the knowledge and responsibilityto care fortheir Country. The deep relationship with
Country means that disrespect, damage or destruction of Countryleads to negatiw impacts on the health and wellbeing of Aboriginal peoples.
INTERGENERATIONAL TRAUMA,
Over centuries, Australian colonists haw eroded Aboriginal culture and identitywith Australia's various abhorrent laws, including the 1901
Constitution, which did not recognize our First Nations peoples as human beings until the 1967 Referendum, the state sanctioned remosal of my
familyfrom traditional land and the land granted to non Aboriginal pastoralists, the state sanctioned massacres of myfamily, the state sanctioned
forced labour inflicted on myfamilyand the forced remosal of children under the Assimilation Policy.
As a Traditional Custodian I feel stronglythat the Hawkins Rumker proposal contributes to the ongoing cysts of intergenerational trauma.
INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF CULTURAL SITES
The Traditional Custodians and Aboriginal Community members beliese that sites are interconnected and not isolated entities Each site
represents onlyone part of a bigger picture. If you find an artefact, for example, the shard of a knife, it is notlust an artefact. Bylooking at the
surrounding landscape (reading Country), and looking at the food sources, water sources and surrounding landscape, one can connectthat
artefact to the larger storyof who was there and what theydid:
Mning operations of any kind, risk disturbing sites. bbing, damaging, or destroying one site, destroys the meaning of the sites and their
interconnectedness:
You cannot simplymose an artefactfor safe keeping during mining operations and then put it back afterwards in the altered landscape; the
meaning of sites are lost in altered landscapes.
Destroying sites orCountryhas an enormous negatise impact atthe indkldual and communitylewl:
CONTINUED EROSION OF CULTURAL SITES
Songlines are an important part of Aboriginal culture and have been passed down from generation to generation for tens of thousands of years.
Theynotonlymap trawl routes, but talk ofthe Creation ewnts, the connectedness between places, and the ceremonies associated with those
places12. When land routes are blocked or changed, the Songlines are broken.
Mning operations have alreadysigniticantiyirnpacted the Wradjuri people's Culture, IrrewrsibIe damage to Countrythrough altered landscapes
has also resulted in devastating loss to Cultural sites.
DESECRATION OF ANCESTRAL RESTING GROUNDS
There has been approxmatelysesen to eight non-Aboriginal generations in Australia since colonization. Yet there are thought to be approximately
3000 generations of Aboriginal peoples in Australia. Anew mine would add to the already countless Ancestors and familyof mine who haw
already been disturbed.
PSYCHOLOGICAL IkFACTS
The news of the proposed Hawkins Rumker land release areas for coal mining had far reaching negative effects on the social and emotional
wellbeing of myself and the local Wradjuri people:
Ingrained in Aboriginal culture is the responsibilityto care for Country for future generations. Needing to protect Countryand culture from the
impacts of the Hawkins Rumer proposal placed a heaysburden onus to take action. The impact on the Wradjuri people if theywere to suffer even
more disruption or destruction to Country is too painful to contemplate.
DAMAGE TO COUNTRYAND WATER
lam deeplyworried that Mning Operation will hase a heaysimpact on our Waterways and Swamps. The area under the PRIAhas been drought
affected fora long period and water resources are already heaelyimpacted byfarming practices.
Traditional Owners beliew subsidence from Mning practices affect the Newnes Plateau area and fearthatthe Hawkins Rumker Mning Proposal
could equally affect the waterways swamps and tal ecological hanging swamps in this area.
CONCLUSION
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I strongly oppose the proposed Hawkins Rum kerpotential release areas for the following reasons:
• Disproportionate impacts on the Wradjuri peoples through the disruption and or destruction of cultural sites;
• Negative impact on Wradjuri peoples' culture and wellbeing seeing more Songlines broken
• Negative impact on wellbeing to the Wradjuri peoples seeing Country altered or destrohed
• Reinforcement of the exclusion of Aboriginal peoples from accessing their cultural heritage;
• Continued intergenerational trauma.
• Unsustainable use of water and negative affect on swamps and waterways in a drought affected area.
The level of community opposition to the Hawkins Rumker potential proposed release area with concerns raised regarding the impacts Aboriginal
Cultural Heritage and negative impact to wellbeing due to damage or destruction of Countryand culture, clearly indicate that a social license to
operate for this project has not been achieved.
I believe that this proposal places our Countryand Water at unacceptable risk. Further Mning in the area puts the birthrights of a dean and safe
ensironment at risk and affects the lives of our children and our children's children
l ask that Traditional Custodians of the land in the Hawkins and Rum ker areas should be represented on the DPIE team or 5dusoryBoard.

I agree to the above statement
Yes
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lam completelyagainstthe proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration going ahead as the value of the natural ecosystem and landscape and the
local tourism and farms in the region are much more important than the short term benefit of digging up more coal.
lam 45 hears of age and haw been 'Asiting the R/stone area for last 20 hears as I haw close friends who grew up there. I would 'isit eseryar in
the summer and winter holidays - bushwalking, swimming, helping out on the farm and isiting the local towns like Rlstone. On these trips I've
had the prisilege of seeing such di'erse wildlife as well as incredible landscapes and natural wonders.
The Hawkins Rumker REF that the Government prepared is fundamentally flawed as it does not correctly acknowledge the threatened fauna and
fauna in the area which is a requirement of the process. The government said theywould assure that anyfuture exploration licenses would include
"strict ensfronmental management conditions to protect natiw vegetation, fauna, land, water resources, heritage and community wiues" yet dearly
theyhcee not done this.
There are so manyendangered flora and fauna species in the area as well as endangered ecological communities I beliee the NSWBioNet has
recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Md-Western Regional Council LGA It's also clearthatthe waterways would be disturbed or
destroyed, and this would lead to a loss offish habitat and threatened fish species.
There has also been completely inadequate community consultation. The Department of Planning, Industryand Enwonment has been aware of
the potential coal release areas in Hawkins and Rumkerfora hear, however they only issued notices for community consultation in June 2021. \Miy
wasn't this process initiated atthe start of the hearto gie 6-8 months to engage with the community? Vvhyleaw itto the last minute?
The proposed coal areas cover a huge area of land, I believe it's about 32,000 ha and would direcflyaffect 180 landholders. There will be a loss of
agricultural lands, and coal mines will undermine the local eco-tourism that has been built in the region. Businesses that rely upon tourism in the
region will be adversely affected including /neyards, olive groves, horse studs, beef and sheep farms, eco-tourism, short stay accommodation,
restaurants, cafes, and antique shops. Tourism and these types of businesses are incompatible with mining: tourists like me do not come to see
coal mines, we want to see the natural landscape and wildlife and the culture of the small towns and farms.
I really hope your committee will carefully listen to all the submissions against the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration project. There is so
much at stake here, and it is clear to me that the value of the natural ecosystem and landscape as well as the local tourism and farms in the region
are much more importantthan digging up more coal.
There are such clear ethical, ecetronmental and economic arguments against the coal proposal and it should never see the light of the day.

Yours sincerely,
Olver Lawrence
Paddington, NSW 2021
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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M,name is kbtthew Swain and lam a Descendant of the Dabee Wradjuri Apical Ancestors of the area cowred bythe Hawkins Rumker proposal.
I stronglyoppose that the proposed exploration areas are opened for exploration under the Strategic Framework and request that the At'Asory
Board recommend against release of the proposed areas.
I oppose the Hawkins Rumker proposal due to the potential risks of destroying or harming the manyAboriginal heritage sites alreadyknown in the
area and destroying or harming the Land and waters of my people.
There are current1y28 publiclylisted Aboriginal cultural sites in the proposed Hawkins and Rumker release areas7, sixin the Hawkins area and 22
in the Rumker area (see Table 1). It should be noted thatthis is a gross underestimation of the number of sites in the area: in collaboration with
other Traditional Custodians I hase been connecting with residents and landowners in the Hawkins Rumker and surrounding areas to be able to
isit sites and Country, pre'iouslyIocked off due to it being prixatelyowned, and to prevent further destruction to Aboriginal cultural heritage sites.
nkinyfurther Significant Sites haw been identified and Artefacts found, these are in the process of being proded to fti-ll.
INTRODUCTION
Yindtiamarra is a keywayof being forthe Wradjuri peoples, to respect and honour everything. 'yindemarra is interconnected with identity,
belonging, culture, spirituality, language, law and kinshiplO.
Aboriginal peoples relationship with the land is based on respect: the land has cared for Aboriginal peoples; Aboriginal peoples have cared for
land in return. Each Aboriginal person is entrusted with the knowledge and responsibilityto care fortheir Country. The deep relationship with
Countrymeans that disrespect, damage or destruction of Countryleads to negatiw impacts on the health and wellbeing of Aboriginal peoples.
INTERGENERATIONAL TRAUMA
Over centuries, Australian colonists haAe eroded Aboriginal culture and identitywith Australia's various abhorrent laws, including the 1901
Constitution, which did not recognize our First Nations peoples as human beings until the 1967 Referendum, the state sanctioned removal of my
familyfrom traditional land and the land granted to non Aboriginal pastoralists, the state sanctioned massacres of myfamily, the state sanctioned
forced labour inflicted on myfamilyand the forced removal of children under the Assimilation Policy.
As a Traditional Custodian I feel stronglythat the Hawkins Rumker proposal contributes to the ongoing ctide of intergenerational trauma.
INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF CULTURAL SITES
The Traditional Custodians and Aboriginal Community members belieue that sites are interconnected and not isolated entities. Each site
represents onlyone part of a bigger picture. If you find an artefact, for example, the shard of a knife, it is not just an artefact By looking at the
surrounding landscape (reading Country), and looking at the food sources, water sources and surrounding landscape, one can connect that
artefact to the larger storyof who was there and what theydid:
Mining operations of any kind, risk disturbing sites. FvbA/ng, damaging, or destroying one site, destroys the meaning of the sites and their
interconnectedness:
You cannot simply mow an artefactfor safe keeping during mining operations and then put it back afterwards in the altered landscape; the
meaning of sites are lost in altered landscapes
Destroying sites or Country has an enormous negatie impactatthe indi/dual and communitylewl:
CONTINUED EROSION OF CULTURAL SITES
Songlines are an important part of Aboriginal culture and have been passed down from generation to generation for tens of thousands ofears.
Theynot onlymap trawl routes, but talk of the Creation events, the connectedness between places, and the ceremonies associated with those
places12. When land routes are blocked or changed, the Songlines are broken.
Mning operations haw alreadysignificantiyinipacted the Wradjuri people's Culture, lrrewrsible damage to Countrythrough altered landscapes
has also resulted in dewstating loss to Cultural sites.
DESECRA11ON OF ANCESTRAL RESTING GROUNDS
There has been approximatelysewn to eight non-Aboriginal generations in Australia since colonization. Yet there are thought to be approximately
3000 generations of Aboriginal peoples in Australia Anew mine would add to the already countless Ancestors and familyof mine who haw
alreadybeen disturbed.
PSYCHOLOGICAL IMu/rCTS
The news of the proposed Hawkins Rumker land release areas for coal mining had far reaching negative effects on the social and emotional
wellbeing of myself and the local Wradjuri people:
Ingrained in Aboriginal culture is the responsibilityto care for Countryfor future generations. Needing to protect Country and culture from the
impacts of the Hawkins Rumer proposal placed a heaysburden onus to take action. The impact on the Wradjuri people if theywere to suffer even
more disruption or destruction to Country is too painful to contemplate.
DAMAGE TO COUNTRY AND WATER
lam deeolvworried that Mnino Oberation will hase a heawimoact on our Waterwa's and Swamos. The area under the PRiAhas been drouoht
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affected fora long period and water resources are aIreadyhea4Iyimpacted by farming practices.
Traditional Owners believe subsidence from Mning practices affect the Newnes Plateau area and fear that the Hawkins Rumker Mning Proposal
could equally affect the waterways swamps and Atal ecological hanging swamps in this area.
CONCLUSION
I strongly oppose the proposed Hawkins Rumker potential release areas for the following reasons:
• Disproportionate impacts on the Wradjuri peoples through the disruption and or destruction of cultural sites;
• Negative impact on Wradjuri peoples' culture and wellbeing seeing more Songlines broken
• NegatFe impact on wellbeing to the Wradjuri peoples seeing Country altered or destroed
• Reinforcement of the exclusion of Aboriginal peoples from accessing their cultural heritage;
• Continued intergenerational trauma.
• Unsustainable use of water and negatise affect on swamps and waterways in a drought affected area.
The level of community opposition to the Hawkins Rumker potential proposed release area with concerns raised regarding the impacts Aboriginal
Cultural Heritage and negative impact to wellbeing due to damage or destruction of Countryand culture, clearly indicate that a social license to
operate for this project has not been achieved.
I believe as a Custodian that this proposal places our Couritlyand Water at unacceptable risk. Further Mning in the area puts the birthrights of a
clean and safe eceironment at risk and affects the lis of our children and our children's children.
laskthat Traditional Custodians of the land in the Hawkins and Rumker areas should be represented on the DPIE team orAd'isoryBoard
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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Hi, I real lyhope that this area is not exploited for coal. It is such a beautiful natural area and not to mention cam phill cottage is in it, and national
parks nearby it is important to consider the ensironmental impact for wellbeing and sus Lai nability.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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Dear Director Energyand Resources Policy,
RE: Coal Exploration 50km of Mudgee.
lam writing to express my disgust of the proposal that the NSWgosernment is considering whether to release the Hawkins and Rumker areas for
coal exploration.
Allowing this process to start could lead to irreversible enironmental damage. That same enironmentwhich has alreadybeen destroyed bythe
fires in 2020 which where exacerbated bythe under funding of resources bythe Berejiktian government.
Please don't our unique ecosystems down again.
Kind regards,

I agree to the above statement
Yes
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I want to express myextreme disappointment in our gowrnment for awn considering releasing these areas for coal exploitation.
Coal is an unsustainable element and an wdremelywlatile enironmental process. Espedallyin light of the most recent climate report reporting
that our current situation is a code red, it is disgusting and inhuman to be considering opening another coal mine.
Why is our government so eager to take even more sacred land awayfrom our Indigenous Peoples?
I implore our government to reconsider releasing these areas for coal exploitation.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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Dear you,
No. No! No new coal! Coal is dead. Don't ruin Australia, and the world, bycontinuing this bullshit Lets move Australia into THIS century, and focus
on renewable energy Leave the carbon in the ground. Create jobs that people can be proud of, that benefit the country as a whole, rather than a few
rich corporations that only care about their own wealth.
Sincerely,
An Australian citizen, and citizen of the world
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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I am opposed to the Hawkins Rumker area being opened for coal exploration. This is a precursor to coal mining and needs to be stopped now.
There are a sigriittcant number of Aboriginal heritage sites within the areas, including art and ceremonial sites, that are at risk.rvbnyof these are
not yet off dallydocumented. The esfing Hawkins Rumker Reiew of Enaronmental Factors incorrectly states there are no known Aboriginal
objects or declared Aboriginal places in the area. This is despite the documented official records as well as local knowledge pointing to many
more sites. Significant sites haw al ready been destroyed bymining and our laws are inadequate to protect these sites.
There are a lot of endangered flora and fauna species as well as endangered ecological communities which could be lost NSW BioNet has
recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Md-Western Regional Council LGA
Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss offish habitat and threatened fish species.
The riparian meadows along Reedy Creek and Breakfast Creek could be lost. The Swamp Grassland and Sphagnum Bog in the central part of
Coxs Creek is thoroughly unique and would be under threat.
Mnes would transform our beautiful area into an unsightly, industrialised one and negatively impact on the 'value of the amazing World Heritage
area on our doorstep.
This national park needs to be protected in its entirety and not exploited for profit and the benefit of the rich.
Do. Not Do. This.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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From:
Sent:

17/08/20219:19:44 PM

To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Tue, 17/08/2021 -21:19
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name

Last name

I would like my submission to remain confidential
Yes

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
Cooma
Submission
My name is

and lame Descendant of the Dabee Wradjuri Apical Ancestors of the area covered bythe Hawkins Rumker proposal

I stronglyoppose that the proposed exploration areas are opened for exploration under the Strategic Framework and request that the Ai'Asory
Board recommend against release of the proposed areas.
I oppose the Hawkins Rumker proposal due to the potential risks of destrong or harming the manySboriginal heritage sites alreadyknown in the
area and destroying or harming the Land and waters of their people.
I stronglyoppose the proposed Hawkins Rumker potential release areas forthe following reasons:
• Disproportionate impacts on the Wradjuri peoples through the disruption and or destruction of cultural sites;
• Negative impact on Wradjuri peoples' culture and wellbeing seeing more Songlines broken
• Negative impact on wellbeing to the Wradjuri peoples seeing Countryaltered or destroyed
• Reinforcement of the exclusion of Aboriginal peoples from accessing their cultural heritage;
• Continued intergenerational trauma.
• Unsustainable use of water and negative affect on swamps and waterways in a drought affected area.
I believe thatthis proposal places our Countryand Water at unacceptable risk. Further Mining in the area puts the birthrights of a dean and safe
encironment at risk and affects the lives of our children and our children's children,
lack that Traditional Custodians of the land in the Hawkins and Rumker areas should be represented on the DPIE team orPdisoryBoard.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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From:
Sent:

17/08/20219:13:22 PM

To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Tue, 17/08/2021 -21:13
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name

Last name

I would like my submission to remain confidential
Yes

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
4005, Teneriffe, Brisbane
Submission
Dear Sir, Dear lvdam
I was erydisappointed to know that such a beautiful place in NSWwill be using for coal mining. I completely disagree with this intention as the
onlyone wayto awe Australia's nature, national parks and heritage is to be smart and don't let moneyto be atthe first place. I'm against of the
idea of coal mining in Rtitestone, NSW.
With Best Regards,

I agree to the above statement
Yes
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From:
Sent: 17/08/20219:12:55 PM
To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted onlue,17/08/2021-21:12
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Elizabeth
Last name
Dudley-Bestow
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email
SuburblTown & Postcode
Katoomba 2780
Submission
Hello,
I object to the Hawkins Rumker area being opened up for potential coal mining for both heart felt feelings and scientific reasoning.
I haAe li'ed multiple decades in the Blue tvbuntains region, and walked through the \IVollemi areas in manyseasons, seen signs of Aboriginal
occupation and felt the pull of the land. I have seen pagodas cracked from coal mining underneath, I have seen swamps drained and dried out
from coal mining underneath. I reallydont want to see more of that.
Aid for what? For something that the scientific community- through such agencyas the recent International Panel on Climate Change - is begging
us to stop doing.
Just say no.
regards
Elizabeth Dudley-Bestow
Landscape Planner
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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From:
Sent:

17/08/20219:12:46 PM

To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Tue, 17/08/2021 - 21:12
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name

Last name

I would like my submission to remain confidential
Yes

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
Cooma
Submission
My name is
Rumker proposal.

& my husband and children are Descendants of the Dabee Wradjuri apical Ancestors of the area cowred bythe Hawkins

I stronglyoppose that the proposed exploration areas are opened for exploration under the Strategic Framework and request that the ktisory
Board recommend against release of the proposed areas.
I oppose the Hawkins Rumker proposal due to the potential risks of destroying or harming the manyAboriginal heritage sites already known in the
area and destroying or harming the Land and waters of their people.
I stronglyoppose the proposed Hawkins Rumker potential release areas for the following reasons:
• Disproportionate impacts on the Wradjuri peoples through the disruption and or destruction of cultural sites;
• Negate impact on V\ilradjuri peoples' culture and wellbeing seeing more Songlines broken
• Negatie impact on wellbeing to the Wradjuri peoples seeing Country altered or destroyed
• Reinforcement of the exclusion of Aboriginal peoples from accessing their cultural heritage;
• Continued intergenerational trauma.
• Unsustainable use of water and negative affect on swamps and waterways in a drought affected area.
I believe thatthis proposal places our Countryand Water at unacceptable risk Further Mning in the area puts the birthrights of a dean and safe
ensironment at risk and affects the lives of our children and our children's children
I ask that Traditional Custodians of the land in the Hawkins and Rumker areas should be represented on the DPIE team or AcKisoryBoard.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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From:
Sent:

17/08/20219:10:37 PM

To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted onlue,17/08/2021-21:10
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Julie
Last name
Hunter
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
2027
Submission
To the Director Energyand Resource Policy,
Department of Planning, Industry and Environment
17th August 2021
Submission against the proposed Hawkins Rumker Coal Mine
r4'name is Julie Hunter and myfamily has had a long connection with R4stone and the land it is on and ifs surrounds.
Mggrandfather grew up here and his great grandfather before him. Theylied on Short street M>'grandmother and mygreat aunties lied here too.
rvgmother and her sisters spent time msiting their grandparents when theywere kids and I have been msiting Rllstone since I was born. There is a
photo of me on the porch at Short street. I was not et one sear old. We were there for a family reunion for which there have been manysince.
Mgfamilyare the Howe family. We are buried in its soil and have contributed to the building of a community, a town, a village.
Mj auntytold me that she lived here as a kid attending the local school because she had asthma and my nana and grandfather pa sent her away
from Sdneyto Rtstone for the fresh air and so that she could breathe.
Acoal mine would mean the end to this fresh air.
lam againstthe development of the Hawkins Rumker exploration and coal mine and subsequent mines in the area and put forward the notion that
theyshould not proceed for the following reasons:
-

the irreversible destruction of ancient and sacred lands.

the negative health impacts to the community. It is a factthat coal mining impacts the health and life epectancyof residents and this is backed by
numerous studies and it is well documented.
-

-

the negative impact to waterways, the enironment, its plants and animals.

There are altematiw options available to powering our future. It's time to end our relationship with coal mining.

Kindest regards,
Jules

I agree to the above statement
Yes
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From:
Sent:

17/08/20218:52:13 PM

To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Tue, 17/08/2021 - 20:52
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Douglas
Last name
Steed
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
V\kDyWy2256
Submission
The proposal to ha'e the Hawkins Rumker area being opened for coal exploration is of great concern, not onlyto the local community and
en'Aronment now, but also to the south of todaywho we haw a duty of responsibilityto lease planet Earth in a better condition than what is forecast
as a result of di mate change and en'Aronmental degradation.
Mning exploration on its own causes too much damage to the enUronment, let alone actual coal mining, and needs to be stopped now
Hasing organised many Duke of Edinburgh Awards expeditions, and mapped out manytreks in the neighbouring Wjllemi National Park and
ConcudgyState Forest lam well aware of the highly sensitise nature of the enaronment in the area, which includes our protected \Atullemi Pine,
and numerous Aboriginal Heritage sites that would be threatened by coal mining actiUties. Candidates for the Gold Award were encouraged to
lease the ensironment, especial lyaround their campsites, in a better condition than what theyfound them in.

As a Head Teacher - Science for many Wars teaching HSC Earth and Ensironmental Science, and coordinating Streamwatch, Clean Up kistralia,
National Tree Day and the Duke of Edinburgh Awards at a number of schools, I would be appalled, as would most students, at any government that
gave the go-ahead for any further fossil fuel exploration at all.
Cur focus needs to be on renewable, sustainable and ensironmentally friendly practices that will care for our country.
Douglas Steed
Head Teacher - Science (Chatswood HS and Normanhurst Boys HS) retired
Duke of Edinburgh Awards Coordinator
Streamwatch Teacher of the Year 2009.

My My NSW 2256
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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From:
Sent:

17/08/20218:46:36 PM

To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Tue, 17/08/2021 - 20:46
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
BronwW
Last name
Powell
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email

Suburb/Town & Postcode
Dubbo 2830
Submission
lam against the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration
I have lied in the Cudgegong-bNcquarie Catchmentfor 14 sears, and regularly bushwalk and camp in the upper catchment, and paddle on the
Cudgegong and bNcquarie Rivers. I understand the importance of healthy catchments for healthyn'ers. The Hawkins Rumker coal exploration
proposal threatens the health of the catchment and rivers. Spring and bores can be contaminated, and drilling can crack and drain groundwater
sources. Water supplyto several towns is also threatened.
lam also concerned about the detrimental impact to:
• Threatened species: NSWBioNet has recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Md-Western Regional Council LGA Plus the
riparian meadows along Reedy Creek and Breakfast Creek, and the unique Swamp Grassland and Spagnum Bog in the central Cm/s Creek,
could all be lost forever.
•Aboriginal heritage: cultural sites in the proposed areas maybe lost, including rock art sites and ceremonial sites.
• Coal and climate change: this one is ob/ous - climate change is here and no more coal mines should be approved. 100% renewables now.

I agree to the above statement
Yes
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From:
Sent:

17/08/20218:39:34 PM

To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Tue, 17/08/2021 - 20:39
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name

Last name

I would like my submission to remain confidential
Yes

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
Flemington 3031
Submission
Submission forthe Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment
lam againstthe proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration. M>'reasons and/or how twill impact me are outlined below.
lam
years of age and stronglybeliew and am againstthis coal exploration. This country is important and mining activelydestroys the
environment
Issues with the PRlAProcess:
The Hawkins Rumker REF that the Government prepared is fundamentally flawed. The area does not correctly represent the Hawkins Rumker
area, and it also states there are no known Aboriginal objects or declared Aboriginal places in the area, and no threatened fauna and fauna One
questions how the government can assure that anyfliture exploration licenses would include "strict environmental management conditions to
protect native vegetation, fauna, land, water resources, heritage and community values" ,when their own exploration process couldn't get it right
The Independent Commission Against Corruption Report, Reducing the opportunities and incentiws for corruption in the state's management of
coal resources 2013, included recommendations that there should be community consultation. The Department of Planning, Industryand
En'Aronment has been aware of the potential coal release areas in Hawkins and Rumker for a year, however they only issued notices for
community consultation in June 2021.
Community consultations were advertised for 29 and 30 July2021, yet the portal for online submissions opened two weeks before this on 14 June
2021. The only people in the region who were notified were landowners who properties fell within the boundaries of the exploration zones. Apart
from this, the onlyother notification prnJded were one-off advertisements in a few newspapers. This is not notifying the nearIy3000 residents in
surrounding areas on Rytstone, Kandos, Charbon, Clandulla, Lue, Dabbe, Oinda and Kelgoola. Why is it that these people would not be notified of
potential new coal release areas when they receive their water from the potential release areas, and the coal would be transported through these
areas?
The community consultation meeting were capped atfour groups of 50 people, with one of these to be held in Midgee. How could this possiblybe
a real attempt to have consultation with a population of nearly3000 people?
There is no transparencyin how the Ccwrnmentwill weight and evaluate the submissions during the PRlAprocess. The Government has not
agreed to make the report on the PRlAoutcomes publiclyawilable priorto its submission to Cabinet. This is also contraryto the Independent
Commission Against Corruption findings, which highlighted the role of public officials in providing frank and independent adsice to a minister and
noted that public officials continue to remain vulnerable to potential demands to change recommendations to align with a minister's wishes.

Worldwide trend to mow to sustainable energysources:
The Reserve Bank of Australia anticipates international thermal coal demand to decline in the long-term as renewable electricity generation
becomes more vable.
In its Strategic Statement on Coal Exploration and Mning in NSW released in June 2020, the NSW Ccwrnment describes one of its four actions is
supporting diversification of coal-reliant regional economies to assistwith the phase-out oftherrnal coal mining
Australia exports 75 percent of its coal to Japan, South Korea and China. These countries have followed other countries in a worldwide trend and
committed to mow awayfrom fossil fuels, which will result in decreased demand for coal.
This year, the G7 has committed to end public support for unabated coal generation by end of 2021.
The International Energy Agency Roadmap for the global energysector states the world's coal will decline to just one fifth of current levels by2040,
and to one tenth by 2050.

Water:
One of the greatest threats is to our region's precious water supplies. This area is rich in natural springs and bores. Exploration and mining can
haw significant impacts on the water resources of local area. Drilling can crack and drain underground aquiferslo, 11. Once the water is gone, it
is lost forever.
Open cut and underground coal mines have caused water contamination and have destroyed biodiwrsityin waterways.
The Ryistone Dam catchment is in the proposed exploration areas. The upper catchment of the Cudgegong River feeds into the water supplies of
Ryistone Dam and Wndamere Dam. The Hawkins Rumker proposed release areas threaten the water supplyfor the towns of Ryistone, Kandos,
Charbon and Clandulla: water flow to btjdoee mavalso be neoatiwlvimoacted.

1097

Wthout water, there is no life. There are no communities. There is no agriculture, no tourism, nothing to fight bushfires with

Flora and Fauna:
There are a lot of endangered flora and fauna species as well as endangered ecological communities which could be lost NSW BioNet has
recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Md-Vchstern Regional Council LGA
Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss offish habitat and threatened fish species.
The riparian meadows along ReedyCreek and Breakfast Creek16 could be lost The Swamp Grassland and Sphagnum Bog in the central part of
Cons Creek is thoroughly uniquel6 and would be under threat
Mines would transform our beautiful area into an unsightly, industrialised one and negatively impact on the value of the amazing Vrbrld Heritage
area on our doorstep.

Aboriginal Heritage
There are a significant number of Aboriginal heritage sites within the areas, including art and ceremonial sites, that are at risk. We have a dutyas a
nation to protect these sites.
Significant sites have already been destroyed by mining and our laws are inadequate to protect these sites

Impact on current local economy
Large areas would become coal mines. The proposed Hawkins Rumker coal release areas coer appronimately32,000 ha of land and would
directly affect 180 landholders. There will be a loss of agricultural lands, farms would disappear or lose their water, and productive agricultural
lands would be dug up or left fallow.
The people in the region have built long-term sustainable economic stability for this region. This revenue stays in the pockets of our local
businesses. Businesses that hcee helped build the tourism industryin the region include mneyards, olive groves, horse studs, beef and sheep
farms, eco-tourism, short stay accommodation, restaurants, cafes, antique shops, softfurnishings and knick-knacks forensmple. These
businesses are incompatible with mining: tourists do not come to see coal mines.
Mines provide a flow of revenue to governments and their (mosflyforeign) owners, however, the flow on to local businesses and local communities
is generally not seen. The Hunter in the biggest coal enport terminal, yet they only contribute to two percent (2%) of State Revenue, the rest goes
overseas.
Mining is a specialist industry. People with the skills tend to follow the mines and veryfew additional local jobs are created. Like manyindustries,
mining is becoming more automated, requiring fewer people. Over the nextfle sears, mining is predicted to createjust 0.4 percent of newjobs
across all ofAjstralia.
Justthe threatof new mines being developed decimates manyof the enisting businesses as people stop icaesting or move away—e'en if the
mine ultimatelydoes not get approved. This has alreadyhappened in nearbyUlan, VVollar and B4ong.
The cost of living, especially housing, is often driven up to levels locals can no longer afford, as theycannot compete with the high wages miners
receive.
Local towns close once the mines move on as they no longer have the income from the mines theywere dependent on; and unemployment and
associated issues such as crime, increase This is the veryreason strategies such as transitioning communities dependent on coal mining in
NSWare required.

Social & health implications:
Ar, water, soil and noise pollution, do not staywithin the boundaries of the coal mining sites.
The neighbouring Hunter Valleyis now a pollution hotspot' and has some of the highest rates for rospiratoryand cardiac conditions in NSW.
There would be a lot more traffic, including heaW'ehicles on our local and rural roads. Traffic incidents increase from mine workers travelling to
and from work. The qualityof our roads is already'erypoor and theyare not suited to increased or heaWload traffic. Historically, mines in this
council area have been loath to put moneyinto fAng anytraffic issues created bytheir presence.
Noise and vibration will dramatically increase with blasting, heaearthmosing equipment and machinery operating in the mines 24 hours a day, 7
days a week, and bycoal being transported out on trains and trucks running through our towns.
Trains and trucks are not covered and the coal dust and associated pollution from transporting the coal can travel for kilometres
Mines can be associated with increased rates of alcohol and drug abuse, volence, senual assaults, and other crimes in adjoining communities.
Health effects are already being felt as people eqerience anAetyand stress about the threat to their regi0n28 and economic stability.

I wish myname lobe withheld from the PRlAsubmission site: Yes
Yours sincerely,

I agree to the above statement
Yes
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From:
Sent: 17/08/20218:37:38 PM
To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Tue, 17/08/2021 - 20:37
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Jett
Last name
Chudleigh
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email
SuburblTown & Postcode
3040
Submission
Director Energyand Resource Policy,
Department of Planning, Industry and En'Aronment
Locked Bag 502
Parramatta N5W2124

Jett Chudleigh
17/08/2021

Submission forthe Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment
lam againstthe proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration. Myreasons and/or how itwill impactme are outlined below
Issues with the PRlAProcess
The Hawkins Rumker REFthatthe Government prepared is fundamentally flawed. The area does not correctly represent the Hawkins Rumker
area, and it also states there are no known Aboriginal objects or declared Aboriginal places in the area, and no threatened fauna and fauna. One
questions how the go'wrnment can assure that anyfuture exploration licenses would include strict eceironmental management conditions to
protect native wgetation, fauna, land, water resources, heritage and community values" ,when their own exploration process couldn't get it right
The Independent Commission Against Corruption Report, Reducing the opportunities and incenti'ws for corruption in the state's management of
coal resources 2013, included recommendations that there should be community consultation. The Department of Planning, Industry and
Enironment has been aware of the potential coal release areas in Hawkins and Rumker for a hear, howeer they only issued notices for
community consultation in June 2021.
Community consultations were advertised for 29 and 30 July2021, hat the portal for online submissions opened two weeks before this on 14 June
2021. The onlypeople in the region who were notified were landowners who properties fell within the boundaries of the exploration zones. Apart
from this, the onlyother notification proded were one-off adwrtisements in a few newspapers. This is not notityng the nearly3000 residents in
surrounding areas on Rhistone, Kandos, Charbon, Clandulla, Lue, Dabbe, Oinda and Kelgoola. Vdlyis it thatthese people would not be notified of
potential new coal release areas when they receie their water from the potential release areas, and the coal would be transported through these
areas?
The community consultation meeting were capped atfour groups of 50 people, with one of these to be held in tajdgee. How could this possiblybe
a real attempt to hae consultation with a population of near1y3000 people?
There is no transparencyin how the CcernwentwilI weight and evaluate the submissions during the PRlAprocess. The GDwrnment has not
agreed to make the report on the PRlAoutcomes pubIiclyaailabIe priorto its submission to Cabinet. This is also contraryto the Independent
Commission Against Corruption findings, which highlighted the role of public officials in prceiding frank and independent advice to a minister and
noted that public officials continue to remain 'ulnerabIe to potential demands to change recommendations to align with a minister's wishes.
VVorltsMde trend to mo'e to sustainable energysources
The Reser'w Bank of Australia anticipates international thermal coal demand to dedine in the long-term as renewable electricitygeneration
becomes more iable.
In its Strategic Statement on Coal Exploration and Mning in NSW released in June 2020, the NSW Gosernment describes one of its four actions is
supporting diversification of coal-reliant regional economies to assistwith the phase-out of thermal coal mining
Australia exports 75 percent of its coal to Japan, South Korea and China. These countries hae followed other countries in a worldwide trend and
committed to mow awayfrom fossil fuels, which will result in decreased demand for coal.
This year, the G7 has committed to end public support for unabated coal generation by end of 2021.
The International Energy Agency Roadmap for the global energy sector states the world's coal will decline to just one fifth of current le'els by 2040,
and to one tenth by 2050.
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Water
One of the greatest threats is to our region's precious water supplies. This area is rich in natural springs and bores. Eçloration and mining can
haw significant impacts on the water resources of a local area Drilling can crack and drain underground aquifers 110, 11. Once the water is gone, it
is lost forever.
Open cut and underground coal mines have caused water contamination and have destroyed biodiwrsityin waterways.
The Rstone Dam catchment is in the proposed mçdoration areas. The upper catchment of the Cudgegong River feeds into the water supplies of
Ryistone Dam and Wndamere Dam. The Hawkins Rumker proposed release areas threaten the water supplyfor the towns of Ryistone, Kandos,
Charbon and Clandulla; waterfowto Midgee mayalso be negatively impacted.
Wthout water, there is no life. There are no communities. There is no agriculture, no tourism, nothing to fight bushfires with
Flora and Fauna
There are a lot of endangered flora and fauna species as well as endangered ecological communities which could be lost NSW BioNet has
recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Md-Western Regional Council LGA
Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss offish habitat and threatened fish species.
The riparian meadows along ReedyCreekand BreakfastCreek16 could be lost The Swamp Grassland and Sphagnum Bog in the central partof
Cons Creek is thoroughly uniquel 6 and would be under threat.
Mines would transform our beautiful area into an unsightly, industrialised one and negatively impact on the value of the amazing World Heritage
area on our doorstep.
Aboriginal Heritage
There are a significant number of Aboriginal heritage sites within the areas, including art and ceremonial sites, that are at risk. We have a duty as a
nation to protect these sites.
Significant sites have already been destroyed by mining and our laws are inadequate to protect these sites
Impact on current local economy
Large areas would become coal mines. The proposed Hawkins Rumker coal release areas cowr approdmately32,000 ha of land and would
directlyaffect 180 landholders. There will be a loss of agricultural lands, farms would disappear or lose their water, and productive agricultural
lands would be dug uporleftfallow.
The people in the region have built long-term sustainable economic stabilityfor this region. This rewnue stays in the pockets of our local
businesses. Businesses that haw helped build the tourism industryin the region include 'Aneyards, olive grows, horse studs, beef and sheep
farms, ecu-tourism, short stay accommodation, restaurants, cafes, antique shops, softtLrnishings and knick-knacks forensmple. These
businesses are incompatible with mining: tourists do not come to see coal mines.
Mnes provide a flow of revenue to governments and their (mostiyforeign) owners, however, the flow onto local businesses and local communities
is general lynot seen. The Hunter in the biggest coal eort terminal, yet they only contribute to two percent (2%) of State Revenue; the rest goes
overseas.
Mning is a specialist industry. People with the skills tend to follow the mines and wryfew additional local jobs are created. Like many i ndustries,
mining is becoming more automated, requiring fewer people. Over the neatfiw years, mining is predicted to create just 0.4 percent of new jobs
across all ofAistralia.
Just the threat of new mines being developed decimates manyof the enisting businesses as people stop investing or mow away—even if the
mine ultimatelydoes not get approwd. This has alreadyhappened in nearbyUlan, VVollar and Byiong.
The cost of listng, especially housing, is often driven up to levels locals can no longer afford, as they cannot compete with the high wages miners
receive.
Local towns close once the mines mow on as they no longer have the income from the mines theywere dependent on; and unemploYllent and
associated issues such as crime, increase. This is the wryreason strategies such as transitioning communities dependent on coal mining in
NSWare required.
Social & health implications
Ar, water, soil and noise pollution, do not staywithin the boundaries of the coal mining sites.
The neighbouring Hunter Valleyis now a pollution hotspot' and has some of the highest rates for respiratoryand cardiac conditions in NSW.
There would be a lot more traffic, including heayswhicles on our local and rural roads. Traffic incidents increase from mine workers travelling to
and from work. The qualityof our roads is already very poor and theyare not suited to increased or heayeload traffic. Historically, mines in this
council area have been loath to put moneyinto f sing anytraffic issues created bytheir presence.
Noise and vibration will dramatically increase with blasting, heawearthmo'Ang equipment and machinery operating in the mines 24 hours a day, 7
days a week, and bycoal being transported out on trains and trucks running through ourtowns.
Trains and trucks are not covered and the coal dust and associated pollution from transporting the coal can trawl for kilometres.
Mines can be associated with increased rates of alcohol and drug abuse, siolence, sesual assaults, and other crimes in adjoining communities.
Health effects are already being felt as people ruperience ansietyand stress about the threat to their region28 and economic stability.
Yours sincerely,
Jeff Chudleigh

I agree to the above statement
Yes
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17/08/20218:36:16 PM

To:
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Submission
I am opposed to the Hawkins Rumker area being opened for coal exploration. This is a precursor to coal mining and needs to be stopped now
This is land of cultural significance, a beautiful landscape that has an entire ecosystem that depends upon it. Leae it alone!
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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I would like my submission to remain confidential
No
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2021
Submission
The possible economic gain from
this project would be far outweighed bythe harm caused to our First Peoples and their Country
DPIE must also consider the irreparable harm that the coal industryis haing on our climate. Continuing to release land for coal exploration is in
stark opposition to the course recommended bythe United Nations and the scientific community. Continuing to encourage the degradation of
Countryto enrich the coal industrywill onlyundermine the NSWcommunitys faith in the go'ernment's abilityto manage our land and resources in
a responsible and forward-thinking manner.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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To:
Cc:
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Submitted on Tue, 17/08/2021 - 20:30
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
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Last name
Ireland
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
2850
Submission
Department of Planning, Industry and En'Aronment

Lue, 2850
Dear Sir/Nfudam,
RE: PROPOSED HA'M<INS RUM<ER COAL EXPLORATION
We live at
Lue and Hawkins Creek passes through our propertyLochiely - so onlya few kilometres from the proposed
Hawkins Rumker coal area. We would like to stronglywrpress our opposition to the granting of approval to explore.
Ourforemost concern is about climate change. The International Panel on Climate Change's recent report IPCC PR6 came outlast week,
confirming that global warming is occurring faster than predicted. Theyadrse that Australia has warmed by 1 .4oC already, while the rest of the
world has warmed by 1.1oC. Reaching 1 .5oC is now expected for the globe anytime between 2021-2040 Wth the technologyfor renewable energy
sources now well achanced, surelythe time for commencing exploration for fossil-fuel energysources has now passed! It maybe logical to keep
existing coal mines in operation to ensure a stable transition butwith the e>qDloration/ElS/appro'al/construction processes often taking manyyears,
this coal mine maywell become a redundant dinosaur before anycoal is extracted.
Or second concern is about the threatto our property's precious clean water supply Hawkins Creek joins Lawson Creek on our propertyand
together these two creeks pro'de just enough fresh dean water to get our li'estock through the worst of the recent 2017-2019 drought We pump
water from Lawson creek to a reticulated trough system that services 90% of the propertyand itwas onlyjust enough to see us through the drought
- as eidenced bythe fact thatthe carp had to swim sideways after each pumping. Acoal mine in this location will break through and sceerelyaffect
the aquifers which currenfiyfeed both Hawkins and Lawson Creeks, damaging our livelihood and risking the financial 'iabilityof our grazing
operation. We have seen this affect on farmers in the Goulburn River catchmentfrorn the Ulan, tubolarben and Wollar coal mines. In addition, open
cut and underground coal mines hae a record of contaminating fresh water supplyand consequently destroying biodiersityin freshwater
systems. Li'estock and all other life forms are harmed bycontaminated water.
Ourthird concern is add mine leakage. We knowfrom other potential mines in this district thatthe bedrock in the Lue/Rytstone area has a high
sulphur content which transforms to sulphuric add when exposed, causing major damage to ecological systems. The United Nations has
identified acid mine leakage as the second biggest problem facing humanityafter climate change, so its difficult to ceerstate the harm caused by
this impact.
There are of course manyother impacts on natike animal wildlife health and human health from coal mines and the list goes on.
For all these reasons, we strongly encourage the Department of Planning, Industry and En'Aronment to not approw Hawkins Rumker coal
exploration.
Yours sincerely

Angus and Irene Ireland

I agree to the above statement
Yes
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From:
Sent: 17/08/20218:23:29 PM
To:
Cc:
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Submitted on Tue, 17/08/2021 - 20:23
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
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Tess
Last name
Sebastian
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email
Suburb/Town & Postcode
Fitzgibbon
Submission
lam strongly against the building of a coal mine. Australia's long term energysoluhons needs to be aligned with renewable and sustainable
options which coal is not.
This proposal should not proceed.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
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Watson
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
Bronte 2024
Submission
lam a medical doctor, father and grandfather who has spent much time around Midges, Ilford, Rstone and the \Nollemi National Park. It is
beautiful, priceless countrythat has already been deeply scarred by coal mining. Ne'er forget the deastation of the Wollemi bythe
incomprehensible "black summer" fres, also a consequence of coal mining, as made clear by IPCC 2021.
How can a government that is ostensibly committed to zero emissions by2050 een dream up the idea of opening a wst tract of precious country
to coal mining, and whyec/ore if there is no intention to dig.
Don't think you can dig and sell coal and wash your hands of the emission costs. That will just not cut it in the post "black summer" and IPCC 2021
world. Coal is a toxic drug and we must quit the habit If our species is to surAe with anyqualityof life - Who is the most culpable? The buyer? The
dealer? Or the syndicate behind the dealer?
Give up this reprehensible nonsense of another mega coal project now!
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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17/08/20218:19:26 PM
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Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
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Name
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I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
Dee My
Submission
I oppose the release of Hawkins and Rumker areas for coal exploration as it is not compatible with IPCC reports factual reporting that new coal, oil
and gas explorations will women the impending dimate change disaster. I ask you to abolish these plans and inwst in renewable energy i nstead.
Thank you.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker
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Submission Type
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I would like my submission to remain confidential
Yes

Info
Email
SuburblTown & Postcode
4055
Submission
Please protect the beautiful landscape of this precious place.
We'd love to see the gceemment support and invest in more sustainable power options, preser'.ing, protecting and investing in the future of our
country and generations to come.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
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Name
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I would like my submission to remain confidential
Yes

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
Ryistone
Submission
I Ike close to the proposed mines and feel thatthere are much betterways to see ourcountries future in renewable energysources ratherthan
coal exploration. It has been proen tthat coal exploration is not needed in our green and bio-future. I am a person who believes in the protection of
our en'Aronment and not the exploitation of it. It is close to many houses and our communityand will not be good idea for many reasons. It will
create noise, tap into our water supplies, clog the roads with trucks and drive many people awayfrom the community. This is a peactijl community
and we care about the protection of our local enironment There are several records of Koalas in the Hawkins area. Ascientific studyundertaken
by BioLink found that 71% of Koala populations had been lost in sixfire-affected areas in northern NSWafter the catastrophic 2019/2020 bushf res.
These lands are rich in Wradjuri heritage. Publiclyaveilable data reveal 26 separately recorded sites including rock shelters with painted or
engraved art, camp sites and grinding grooves. The area is part of a very intact landscape with almost two-thirds of it covered in native vegetation
and more than 10% known or potential threatened ecological communities. Other important species recorded in Hawkins-Rumker include the
critically endangered Regent honeheater and the nationally-endangered Spotted-tailed quoll, which is reliant on large, intact habitats with oldgrowth
elements to sursive. To the north east, the Rumker release area runs along 33km of the border of the Greater Blue MDuntains World Heritage Area.
Concern has alreadybeen raised at the World Heritage Centre and IUCN aboutthe potential impacts of eightmining operations on the boundaries
of the site.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
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Name
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I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
Frenchs Forest
Submission
I was born in Midgee and ha spent years msiting familyin R4stone. This is a terrible idea - especially considering there are ample deposits of
coal sitting within existing mines the Hunter. Please do not go ahead with this plan and destroyour beautiful landscape. None of the community
want this...
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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I would like my submission to remain confidential
Yes

Info
Email
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2850
Submission
I am A proud Aboriginal woman I am from Rstone.
Mjheart breaks at the thought of mining on my Country.
M
are from Rtstone please dont Drill and Mne our Country.
This area is sacred to ourfamilyand many other Aboriginal mobs due to songlines and ceremony.
Our Rock art should stay in tact.
Our ri vers should run dean
Our children should dance
Our children should sing up country

I agree to the above statement
Yes

1111

1055

From:
Sent:

17/08/2021 7:39:28 PM

To:
Cc:
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Submitted values are:
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I would like my submission to remain confidential
Yes

Info
Email
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4573
Submission
I feel wry concerned about this situation. I s i ncerely hope the area is not release for coal mining. The area is a beautiful natural habit Please don't
destroyit.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker
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I would like my submission to remain confidential
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Submission
See attached submission - please put an end to this exploration.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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I would like my submission to remain confidential
Yes

Info
Email
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Rttstone
Submission
As regular 'Asitors to R4stone and the Rstone Perodrome Pirpark we are wry concerned about the prospect of a coal mine in the area. This is a
town that thriws on tourism, wineries, oliws and local town ewnts. Acoal mine would completely destroy the local communitycharm and clean
en'Aronmental surrounds that is so compelling. We implore you to halt the progress of this potential coal mine site.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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Submitted values are:
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I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
3127
Submission
It would be such a tragedy if a beautiful area was devastated by coal. This does not need to happen in this area. Animals and peoples home will
be effected. We do not need new coal mines anywhere. To even suggest such a thing should een be considered is disgusting.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
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I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
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2778
Submission
I'm opposed to this mine, as I beliee itwill be a net loss for the ensironment and our community.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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Yes

Info
Email
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Petrie
Submission
Itwould be such a shame to destroysuch a beautiful area, additonally2020 era is notforcoal, renewable energyshould be the focus, Australia
has so manyoptions available.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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Submission
Please don't do this. We need sustainable solutions now more than eer.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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Submission
Hawkins Rumker PRlASubmission: Aboriginal Cultural Heritage
Prepared by

Mgname is
and lame Descendant of the DabeeWradjuri Apical Ancestors of the area cowred bythe Hawkins Rumker proposal. lam
a bkimber of the Natre Title Claimants Group cowring the area proposed and a Traditional Custodian. I stronglyoppose thatthe proposed
exploration areas are opened for exploration under the Strategic Framework and request that the AdMsory Board recommend against release of the
proposed areas.
I oppose the Hawkins Rumker proposal due to the potential risks of destroying or harming the manyPboriginal heritage sites alreadyknown in the
area and destroying or harming the Land and waters of my people.
There are currently 28 publicly listed Aboriginal cultural sites in the proposed Hawkins and Rumker release areas, six in the Hawkins area and 22
in the Rumker area. It should be noted that this is a gross underestimation of the number of sites in the area In collaboration with other Traditional
Custodians I haw been connecting with residents and landowners in the Hawkins Rumker and surrounding areas to be able to 'Asit sites and
Country, preously locked off due to it being privately owned, and to prewnt further destruction to Aboriginal cultural heritage sites. bbnyfurther
Significant Sites haw been identified and Artefacts found, these are in the process of being proAded to MINE.

IIt Bill"[I 40
Yindyamarra is a keywayof being for the Wradjuri peoples, to respect and honour ewrything. Yindyamarra is interconnected with identity,
belonging, culture, spirituality, language, law and kinship. Aboriginal peoples relationship with the land is based on respect. The land has cared for
Aboriginal peoples; Aboriginal peoples haw cared for land in return. Each Aboriginal person is entrusted with the knowledge and responsibililyto
care for their Country. The deep relationship with Country means that disrespect, damage or destruction of Country leads to negatiw impacts on
the health and wellbeing of Aboriginal peoples.

Or centuries, Australian colonists haw eroded Aboriginal culture and identitywith Australia's various abhorrent laws, including the 1901
Constitution, which did not recognize our First Nations peoples as human beings until the 1967 Referendum, the state sanctioned remowl of my
familyfrom traditional land and the land granted to non Aboriginal pastoralists, the state sanctioned massacres of myfamily, the state sanctioned
forced labour inflicted on myfamilyand the forced removal of children underthe Assimilation Policy. As a Traditional Custodian I feel stronglythat
the Hawkins Rumker proposal contributes to the ongoing cycle of intergenerational trauma.

The Traditional Custodians and Aboriginal Comm unity members beliese that sites are interconnected and not isolated entities. Each site
represents only one part of a bigger picture. If you find an artefact, for example, the shard of a knife, it is not just an artefact Bylooking at the
surrounding landscape (reading Country), and looking at the food sources, water sources and surrounding landscape, one can connect that
artefact to the larger storyof who was there and what they did. Mning operations of any kind, risk disturbing sites. Mng, damaging, or destroying
one site, destroys the meaning of the sites and their interconnectedness. You cannot simply mow an artefact for safe keeping during mining
operations and then put it back afterwards in the altered landscape; the meaning of sites are lost in altered landscapes.
Destroying sites or Country has an enormous negatiw impact atthe inditduaI and communitylewl.

MW k
Song lines are an important part of Aboriginal culture and haw been passed down from generation to generation for tens of thousands of years.
They not only map trawl routes, but talk of the Creation ewnta, the connectedness between places, and the ceremonies associated with those
places. When land routes are blocked or changed, the Songlines are broken.
Mning operations haw al ready significantlyimpacted the Wradjuri people's Culture, IrrewrsibIe damage to Cou ntry th roug h altered landscapes
has also resulted in devastating loss to Cultural sites.

There has been approxmateIysewn to eight non-Aboriginal generations in Australia since colonization. Yet there are thought to be approximately
3000 generations of Aboriginal peoples in Australia. Anew mine would add to the already countless Ancestors and familyof mine who haw
already been disturbed.
PSYCHOLOGICAL thPACTS
The news of the proposed Hawkins Rumker land release areas for coal mining had far reaching negatiw effects on the social and emotional
wellbeino of mwelf and the local WradiUri oeoole.

1120

Ingrained in Aboriginal culture is the responsibilityto care for Country for future generations. Needing to protect Country and culture from the
impacts of the Hawkins Rumer proposal placed a heavy burden onus to take action. The impact on the Vvlradjuri people if theywere to suffer en
more disruption or destruction to Country is too painful to contemplate.
DAMAGE TO COUNTRYPND WATER
lam deeplyworried that Mining Operation will have a heavy impact on our Waterways and Swamps. The area under the PRIA has been drought
affected fore long period and water resources are alreadyheactyimpacted by farming practices. Traditional Owners believe subsidence from
Mining practices affect the Newnes Plateau area and fear that the Hawkins Rurnker Mning Proposal could equally affect the waterways swamps
and vtal ecological hanging swamps in this area.

I strongly oppose the proposed Hawkins Rumker potential release areas for the following reasons:
• Disproportionate impacts on the Wradjuri peoples through the disruption and or destruction of cultural sites;
• Negative impact on Wradjuri peoples' culture and wellbeing seeing more Songlines broken
• Negative impact on wellbeing to the Wradjuri peoples seeing Country altered or destroyed
• Reinforcement of the exclusion of Aboriginal peoples from accessing their cultural heritage;
• Continued intergenerational trauma.
• Unsustainable use of water and negative affect on swamps and waterways in a drought affected area.
The level of community opposition to the Hawkins Rumker potential proposed release area with concerns raised regarding the impacts Aboriginal
Cultural Heritage and negative impact to wellbeing due to damage or destruction of Countryand culture, clearly indicate that a social license to
operate for this project has not been achieved.
I believe as a Custodian that this proposal places our Countryand Water at unacceptable risk Further Mining in the area puts the birthrights of a
clean and safe en'Aronment at risk and affects the lives of our children and our children's children.
laskthat Traditional Custodians of the land in the Hawkins and Rumker areas should be represented on the DPIE team orPdusoryBoard.
I would also like to note that NSWhas a declared goal of netxcro emissions by2050 and Australia has a commitmentto the 2018 Paris
agreement Coal exploration directtygoes againstthese agreements and harms the future of our young people. It is well known that any
temperature rise from green house gases will have a catastrophic effect on our climate. We should be focusing on renewable energysources and
offering jobs in these areas. It makes me sickthat you would approve anycoal mining exploration when you know how harmful it is to Australian
people on so many levels.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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Submission
My name is
and lam a Descendant of the Dabee Wradjuri Apical Ancestors of the area covered by the Hawkins Rumker proposal. I
am a Fvtsmber of the Natie life Claimants Group coering the area proposed and a Traditional Custodian.
I strongly oppose that the proposed exploration areas are opened for exploration under the Strategic Framework and request that the Ad'Asory
Board recommend against release of the proposed areas.
I oppose the Hawkins Rumker proposal due to the potential risks of destroying or harming the manyAboriginal heritage sites alreadyknown in the
area and destroying or harming the Land and waters of my people.
There are current1y28 publiclylisted Aboriginal cultural sites in the proposed Hawkins and Rumker release areas7, sixin the Hawkins area and 22
in the Rumker area (see Table 1). It should be noted thatthis is a gross underestimation of the number of sites in the area: in collaboration with
other Traditional Custodians I hase been connecting with residents and landowners in the Hawkins Rumker and surrounding areas to be able to
isit sites and Country, preiouslyIocked off due to it being priAatelyowned, and to present further destruction to Aboriginal cultural heritage sites.
tvfunyfurther Significant Sites have been identified and Artefacts found, these are in the process of being pro54ded to A4-lIFv.
INTRODUCTION
Yindyamarra is a keywayof being for the Wradjuri peoples, to respect and honour everything. Yindysmarra is interconnected with identity,
belonging, culture, spirituality, language, law and kinshiplO.
Aboriginal peoples relationship with the land is based on respect: the land has cared for Aboriginal peoples; Aboriginal peoples hase cared for
land in return. Each Aboriginal person is entrusted with the knowledge and responsibilityto care fortheir Country. The deep relationship with
Countrymeans that disrespect, damage or destruction of Countryleads to negative impacts on the health and wellbeing of Aboriginal peoples
INTERGENERATIONAL TRQJM
Over centuries, Australian colonists have eroded Aboriginal culture and identitywith Australia's serious abhorrent laws, including the 1901
Constitution, which did not recognize our First Nations peoples as human beings until the 1967 Referendum, the state sanctioned removal of my
familyfrom traditional land and the land granted to non Aboriginal pastoralists, the state sanctioned massacres of myfamily, the state sanctioned
forced labour inflicted on myfamilyand the forced remosal of children under the Assimilation Policy.
As a Traditional Custodian I feel stronglythat the Hawkins Rumker proposal contributes to the ongoing cysts of intergenerational trauma.
INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF CULTURAL SITES
The Traditional Custodians and Aboriginal Community members beliese that sites are interconnected and not isolated entities. Each site
represents onlyone part of a bigger picture. If you find an artefact, for example, the shard of a knife, it is not just an artefact By looking at the
surrounding landscape (reading Country), and looking at the food sources, water sources and surrounding landscape, one can connect that
artefact to the larger storyof who was there and what theydid:
Mning Operations of any kind, risk disturbing sites. Fvbstug, damaging, or destroying one site, destroys the meaning of the sites and their
interconnectedness:
You cannot simplymose an artefact for safe keeping during mining operations and then put it back afterwards in the altered landscape; the
meaning of sites are lost in altered landscapes.
Destroying sites or Country has an enormous negative impactatthe indfudual and communitylesel:
CONTINUED EROSION OF CULTURAL SITES
Songlines are an important part of Aboriginal culture and hase been passed down from generation to generation for tens of thousands of years.
Theynot onlymap travel routes, but talk of the Creation esents, the connectedness between places, and the ceremonies associated with those
places12. When land routes are blocked or changed, the Songlines are broken.
Mning operations hase already significantly impacted the Wradjuri people's Culture, Irresersible damage to Countrythrough altered landscapes
has also resulted in devastating loss to Cultural sites.
DESECRA11ON OF ANCESTRAL RESTING GROUNDS
There has been approrimatelysesen to eight non-Aboriginal generations in Australia since colonization. Yet there are thought to be approximately
3000 generations of Aboriginal peoples in Australia Anew mine would add to the already countless Ancestors and familyof mine who have
alreadybeen disturbed.
PSYCHOLOGICAL IMACTS
The news of the proposed Hawkins Rumker land release areas for coal mining had far reaching negative effects on the social and emotional
wellbeing of myself and the local Wradjuri people:
Ingrained in Aboriginal culture is the responsibilityto care for Countryforfuture generations. Needing to protect Countryand culture from the
impacts of the Hawkins Rumer proposal placed a heavy/burden onus to take action. The impact on the Wradjuri people if theywore to suffer men
more disruption or destruction to Country is too painful to contemplate.
DAM4GE TO COUNTRYAND WATER
lam deeplyworried that Mning operation will base a heasyrimpact on our Waterways and Swamps. The area under the PRIAhas been drought
affected fora long period and water resources are already heaalyimpacted byfarming practices.
Traditional Owners beliese subsidence from Mning practices affect the Newnes Plateau area and fearthatthe Hawkins Rumker Mning Proposal
could equally affect the waterways swamps and sital ecological hanging swamps in this area

I stronalvoDoose the or000sed Hawkins Rumker notential release areas forthe followina reasons:

1122

• Disproportionate impacts on the Wradjuri peoples through the disruption and or destruction of cultural sites;
• Negatise impact on Wradjuri peoples' culture and wellbeing seeing more Songlines broken
• Negatie impact on wellbeing to the Wradjuri peoples seeing Country altered or destroyed
• Reinforcement of the exclusion of Aboriginal peoples from accessing their cultural heritage;
• Continued intergenerational trauma.
• Unsustainable use of water and negatise affect on swamps and waterways in a drought affected area.
The level of community opposition to the Hawkins Rumker potential proposed release area with concerns raised regarding the impacts Aboriginal
Cultural Heritage and negates impact to wellbeing due to damage or destruction of Country and culture, clearly indicate that asocial license to
operate for this project has not been achieved.
I beliese as a Custodian that this proposal places our Countryand Water at unacceptable risk. Further Mning in the area puts the birthrights of a
clean and safe erruironment at risk and affects the lises of our children and our children's children.
laskthat Traditional Custodians of the land in the Hawkins and Rumker areas should be represented on the DPlE team orAd'isoryBoard
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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Sent:
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Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
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I would like my submission to remain confidential
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Submission
Director Energyand Resource Policy,
Department of Planning, Industry and En'Aronment
Locked Bag 502
Parramatta N5W2124
Dr Michael Houl brook
trtsrrictmlle
NSW2204
17th August 2021
Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment
This catalogues myopposition to the Hawkins Rumker project
I have a strong and abiding connection to this region which dates back to the mid 1990s. I have visited the region several times a hearfor
appro)dmate1y25 Wars. These visits haw been connected to family relationships in the area and centred on the town of Rt4stone. M1,opposition to
this project is related to three broad areas of concern:
1. The thriving deselopment of the region in the last 25 tears, both agricultural ly and in its increasing popularityas a tourist region.
2. The cultural and natural history significance of the area (in particular, the rich and important nature of the birdlife).
3. The redundancy of fossil fuels in the sustainable future of the planet.
Since the mid 1990s I have observed this area becoming a popular escape for visitors from the larger urban areas. Apartfrom their outstanding
natural beautyof the area in the V\ibllemi hinterland, there is been a significant development in the production of high quality produce, parlicularlyin
wine and food. During the lasttwo decades the town of Rytatone in particular has transformed into a mbrant rural community, with strong and
friendlysocial connection. It has become a welcoming and successful rural destination.
The area has interesting historical features, both of settler and First Nations origins and these things are associated with outstanding natural
features. Examples are found in places such as Gunguddy/Dunn's Swamp and in the historic buildings of the 'iIIages and hamlets in the region.
As a keen bird watcher it is a delight to observe species of the region which is blessed with manyof the species found in the nearby Capertee
Valley— and internationally recognised destination for ornithologists.
Al of these things are put at risk bythe development of fossil fuel exploration and potential, subsequent extraction. The latest report of the IPCC
makes it abundantly clear that the further development of fossil fuels has disastrous consequences for humankind. Bycontrast, the ongoing
enhancement of the positive features of this region show great promise for local people and the development of sustainable and productive
enterprises. This is an opportunityto create fulfilling jobs and build on the developments in the region overthe last 25 years.
Opposing the further exploration of this region is imperative and entirelyjustifed on the basis of the rich alternative strategies for developing the
region.
Sincerely

Mchael Houlbrook
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lam the original proprietor of the R4stone Aerodrome Arpark. I was born in the M.idgee area and myfamilyha'n been involved in business in the
district since 1870.
The previous lyabandoned aerodrome was purchased in 2009 Following the purchase a great deal of upgrade, construction and improvements to
return the Arfeld to a standard for safe operation was carried out
After several tears of planning and obtaining approvals the 63 Lot Arpark was finally registered in 2015.
This project began a migration of a'iation like minded investors to RtAstone and the Arpark. Since 2015 there has been millions of dollars invested
by myself and others who have purchased Lots in the Arpark which has been a great economic boost to R4stone and the local district.
Annual AiAation events have attracted thousands of visitors, aircraft and pilots to the town and have provided a significant boost to the local
economy.
This vital piece of infrastructure now also provides important facilities for several Goernmentemergencyserices and agencies that regularly use
the Aerodrome in the course of carrying out their operations.
The approval to open up new coal mining operations within a few hundred meters of the Airfield would significantly impact on what has made the
Arpark such an attractive proposition to those who have purchased here. Additionally itwould deter future investors from wanting to purchase at the
Arpark because the natural beauty, attractive rural landscape and pristine environment of the area would forever be scarred and spoiled.
The loss of valuable and productive farmland would be a tragic loss for the region and would be devastating for the families who have farmed here
for generations.
The global demand for coal is on the reduction and the esting reserves in existing productive mines should be wdiausted before new sources are
developed.
It is time for Governments to take responsibilityfor how we as a country are contributing to the worlds carbon production through the export of such
resources as Coal.
This development is dangerous to our environment and is devastating to the livelihoods of so many people who lie in our community and district.
Government and our nation need to take a stand and to step up on a collaborate basis to investigate and create innovative ways how we can
develop alternative sources of energy
To our politicians, please be big and bold and do the right thing byour local community, our state, our country and the world, do not allow the
development of this coal mine to proceed. We need you to make a decision that is in the interests of all mankind
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Dear Sir/Ndam,
lam against building a new coal mine in R1estone in rural NSW.
Thank you
Yana
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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Hawkins Rumker PRlASubmission: Aboriginal Cultural Heritage
Prepared by Lauren Swain Traditional Custodian Dabee Wradjuri Country
, Brunswick, 3056.
August 2021
M1,name is Lauren Swain and lam a Descendant of the Dabee Wradjuri Apical Ancestors of the area covered bythe Hawkins Rumker proposal. I
am a Fvtsmber of the Native The Claimants Group covering the area proposed and a Traditional Custodian.
I stronglyoppose that the proposed exploration areas are opened for exploration under the Strategic Framework and request that the Awisory
Board recommend against release of the proposed areas.
I oppose the Hawkins Rumker proposal due to the potential risks of destroyng or harming the manyPboriginal heritage sites alreadyknown in the
area and destroying or harming the Land and waters of my people.
There are current1y28 publiclylisted Aboriginal cultural sites in the proposed Hawkins and Rumker release areas7, sixin the Hawkins area and 22
in the Rumker area (see Table 1). It should be noted thatthis is a gross underestimation of the number of sites in the area: in collaboration with
other Traditional Custodians myfamilyhas been connecting with residents and landowners in the Hawkins Rumker and surrounding areas to be
able to visit sites and Country, previously locked off due to it being pri'atelyowned, and to prevent further destruction to Aboriginal cultural heritage
sites.
rufanyfurther Significant Sites have been identified and Atefacts found, these are in the process of being proaded to MINE .
INTRODUCTION
Yindyamarra is a keywayof being for the Wradjuri peoples, to respect and honour everything. dndamarra is interconnected with identity,
belonging, culture, spirituality, language, law and kinshiplO.
Aboriginal peoples relationship with the land is based on respect: the land has cared for Aboriginal peoples; Aboriginal peoples have cared for
land in return. Each Aboriginal person is entrusted with the knowledge and responsibilityto care fortheir Country. The deep relationship with
Country means that disrespect, damage or destruction of Countryleads to negative impacts on the health and wellbeing of Aboriginal peoples.
INTERGENERATIONAi 1RALJtw\
Over centuries, Australian colonists have eroded Aboriginal culture and identitywith Australia's various abhorrent laws, including the 1901
Constitution, which did not recognize our First Nations peoples as human beings until the 1967 Referendum, the state sanctioned remowl of my
familyfrom traditional land and the land granted to non Aboriginal pastoralists, the state sanctioned massacres of myfamily, the state sanctioned
forced labour inflicted on myfamilyand the forced removal of children under the Assimilation Policy.
As a Traditional Custodian I feel stronglythat the Hawkins Rumker proposal contributes to the ongoing cycle of intergenerational trauma.
INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF CULTURAL SITES
The Traditional Custodians and Aboriginal Community members believe that sites are interconnected and not isolated entities. Each site
represents onlyone part of a bigger picture. If you find an artefact, for example, the shard of a knife, it is not just an artefact By looking at the
surrounding landscape (reading Country), and looking at the food sources, water sources and surrounding landscape, one can connect that
artefact to the larger storyof who was there and what theydid:
Wing operations of any kind, risk disturbing sites. Fvtwing, damaging, or destroying one site, destroys the meaning of the sites and their
interconnectedness:
You cannot simply move an artefactfor safe keeping during mining operations and then put it back afterwards in the altered landscape; the
meaning of sites are lost in altered landscapes.
Destroying sites orCountryhas an enormous negative impactatthe indfudual and communitylewl:
CONTINUED EROSION OF CULTURAL SITES
Songlines are an important part of Aboriginal culture and have been passed down from generation to generation for tens of thousands of hears.
Theynot onlymap trawl routes, but talk of the Creation events, the connectedness between places, and the ceremonies associated with those
olaces12 When land routes are blocked or chanoed. the Sonolines are broken.

1127

Mning operations have already significantly impacted the Wradjuri people's Culture, Irreversible damage to Country through altered landscapes
has also resulted in devastating loss to Cultural sites.
DESECRATION OF ANCESTRAL RESTING GROUNDS
There has been approarmatelyseven to eight non-Aboriginal generations in Australia since colonization. Yet there are thought to be apprcamately
3000 generations of Aboriginal peoples in Australia. Anew mine would add to the already countess Ancestors and familyof mine who have
alreadybeen disturbed.
PSYCHOLOGICAL IMCTS
The news of the proposed Hawkins Rumker land release areas for coal mining had far reaching negathw effects on the social and emotional
wellbeing of myself and the local Wradjuri people:
Ingrained in Aboriginal culture is the responsibilityto care for Countryfor future generations. Needing to protect Countryand culture from the
impacts of the Hawkins Rumer proposal placed a hexcyburden onus to take action. The impact on the fatradjuri people if theywere to suffer even
more disruption or destruction to Country is too painful to contemplate.
DAMAGE TO COUNTRYPND WATER
lam deeplyworried that Mning Operation will have a heaimpact on ourWaterways and Swamps. The area under the PRlAhas been drought
affected fore long period and water resources are already heaalyimpacted byfarming practices.
Traditional Owners believe subsidencefrom Mning practices affect the Newnes Plateau area and fearthatthe Hawkins Rumker Mning Proposal
could equally affect the waterways swamps and vtal ecological hanging swamps in this area.
CONCLUSION
I stronglyoppose the proposed Hawkins Rumker potential release areas for the following reasons:
Disproportionate impacts on the Wradjuri peoples through the disruption and or destruction of cultural sites;
Negative impact on Wradjuri peoples' culture and wellbeing seeing more Songlines broken
• Negative impact on wellbeing to the Wradjuri peoples seeing Countryaltered or destroyed
Reinforcement of the exclusion of Aboriginal peoples from accessing their cultural heritage;
Continued intergenerational trauma.
Unsustainable use of water and negative affect on swamps and waterways in a drought affected area.
The level of community opposition to the Hawkins Rumker potential proposed release area with concerns raised regarding the impacts Aboriginal
Cultural Heritage and negative impact to wellbeing due to damage or destruction of Countryand culture, clearly indicate that a social license to
operate for this project has not been achieved.
I believe as a Custodian that this proposal places our Countryand Water at unacceptable risk. Further Mning in the area puts the birthrights of a
clean and safe environment at risk and affects the lives of our children and our children's children.
laskthat Traditional Custodians of the land in the Hawkins and Rumker areas should be represented on the DPIE team orAdasoryBoard
I agree to the above statement
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rvoung familyand I li'e on the border of Vi/ollemi national park, an area now underthe "Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins
Rumker.
We purchased this land just over 3 sears ago, with the aew to raise our children in an area surronded bynature. Our block is part ofa conservation
agreement with the NSW Bioconseruation Trust, due to the pagoda rock formations and localised flora and fauna.
lam opposed to any coal exploration in this area for several reasons, but mainlydue to fact that this seems completely not required, coal is an
industrythat does not have a future, it does not seem wise to promote anyform of industrythat has a limited shelf life.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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The Hunter coal miners will not benefit from the additional competition from new coal mines in this area. The additional transport will oerload road
and rail for no benefit to locals, state production, national production. There is already more accessible coal than the world needs and this is
driAng prices and profits down.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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These developments will provide a much needed boost to local economies Small towns like Kandos and R4stone are doing ok now but once
Co'Ad passes, say 18 months theywill revert to towns struggling to prosper. This mining actittywiIl largelyalleiate this decline. Wider economic
benefits from mining are well known . With world coal demand still strong these mines are a big plus for the Mdwest, and will serve the area well
for perhaps the next 20-30 sears
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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I support the opening of these areas for coal exploration for the following reasons:
- Exploration actMties are heavily regulated and occur in line with goernment rules and in agreement with specific landholders. It is not a free for
all and is likely not to occur across the whole area described on the maps.

- Exploring for coal does not necessarily mean that there will be a coal mine sometime in the future. That process is also hea/lyregulated and
requires thorough enironmental and community assessment
- Coal remains NSWs largest eport and will be so for the foreseeable future. It proAdes the state gowrnmentwith waluable royalties to fund public
infrastructure and proAdes the livelihood for thousands of NSWfamilies directlyand indirectly. It makes strategic sense to explore for more in an
area that currently already has existing mines and associated infrastructure and service suppliers.

Exploration (and anyfuture potential development) will proide aluable jobs in a region that needs them - specificallyon the back end of Cold19.

-

The opening of these areas to exploration fall in line with the NSWPremier's Priorities of pro/ding a strong economy'through associated jobs
and flow on effects to local businesses while also breaking the cycle of disadantage' in towns like Kandos where unemployment is well above
the state average
There are a lot of organised groups who don't want anything to do with coal and are often front and centre in any public debate. That is their right
However, there is also an immense amount of people who do support exploration of coal who are in the community but aren't aware of these types
of government processes for pro/ding feedback and their mews aren't always captured. This was eldent in the recent Upper Hunter by-election
that showed resounding support for ongoing coal jobs across a multitude of candidates. I hope this is taken into account during the decision
making process.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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I objectto the development of coal mining in the R4stone districts. The area is of unique natural beautyand rivals the World Heritage status of the
Blue bbuntains. The area is also home to abundant wildlife including endangered quolls, and manyunique bird species. Fvtanylocal people have
deveted their lives to presersing this wildlife corridor and the special flora and white boxforests of the area. In a land of extreme droughts and high
temperatures it is importantto have the livelihoods of the local food producing farms protected. Mning will desastate them. The area is also a
successful tourist destination owing to its cafes, restaurants, quirkyshops, airport, wineries, festivals, museums, 2 golf courses and walking trails
and includes scenic drives espedallyalong B4ong Valley Way. To mine it should be a criminal act It is hard to understand whya community
should unnecessarily targeted opening new coal mines when coal is quicklygoing outoffaveur.
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I objectto anycoal mining in this area:
1. Greenhouse gas emissions created both during mining and downstream usage.
2. Loss ofamenityin beautiful natural area adjoining \IVollemi National Park.
3. Threats to water courses, e.g. Cow Creek and Growee Ri'er, such as subsidence.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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The proposal to open up further areas to coal exploration is myopic in the extreme gi'en the world's desperate need to mow awayfrom fossil fuels
Additionally, given the proposed areas are prime farmland, the NSW Government is going to prooke a 'voting backlash at the nest election.
Australia, and the world, do not need more coal mines!
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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It is mybeliew that the deelopment of a coal mine will be of utmost importance for the survival and de'elopment of the Rlstone area.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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Giwn the statements from reputable world bodies like the International Energygencyand informed Australians, the thought of anymore coal
exploration in Australia should be abandonned immediately.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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I find it hard to understand whythese areas are being considered when they are so close to the failed KEPCO B4ong wl ley coal project. I beliew
these new areas would have many of the same issues that made the Bong project unacceptable.
Just to list a few they are in promityto the V'rld Heritage listed BFvT'P.
There is a lack of infrastructure in the communities in close prcamityto these proposed mine sites. Schools health care and mostly shortage of
housing in an area that is already suffering extreme stress.
The area has a recognised scenic drie listed as in the top lOin NSW.
It is in an area of scenic ferti le farm land.
There is no means of transporting the mined material to port or power station without the use of road transport Viihich if used will impact negatively
on surrounding communities. The nearby Sandy Hollow line is already running at capacity.
Furthermore with recent international agreements that there should be no more opening up of new (greeniteld )coal mines due to the extreme
threat of Climate Change so any new projects should be rejected.
So I beliew stronglythat any coal development in these areas is a bad decision and will face considerable opposition.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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lam concerned about mybusiness as it might contaminate or disturb ourwaterfowto ourwater supplyas we are a water business
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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I do not want this dewlopment in my area. Period. These areas are of considerable en'Aronmental beauty and essential for wildlife. There are also
areas of good agricultural land. Tourism is so important to us, and a huge hole in the ground has little appeal. This is a huge backwards step and
is wrong in every way When the G7 hew said no more coal and the future is in renewables, and the international energy agency said no more
coal - - .what can your department and government seriously be thinking? Is it because you stopped the Liwrpool plains which was another
absolute planning disaster? And the rest of the world is sang no more coal due to global warming, what on earth is the proposal about? It is
totally backwards and would be het again another blight on our local regional en'ironwent for absolutely no justif able reason. The idea should be
abandoned as coal is now a bygone era, and leaw the coal in the ground and the frees on the land. The water needs to remain accessible in the
water aquifers for farmers and nature, not to be ruined by huge coal mines. This is a total ly backwards plan in ewryway.
Yours sincerely
Amanda Whiles
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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Climate Change is an incredibly serious concern and Australia needs to start working towards a future without coal. Resources need to be focused
on investigating and developing coal altematises rather than searching for new coal stockpiles.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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To whom it may concern.
lam writing in regard to the proposed Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment (PRlA, to determine ifou will issue coal
exploration licences in the Rstone area.
I objectto the issue of anynew coal wqzloration licences on general and specific grounds.
General grounds
Given the events of this regions most recent drought and the Black Summer bushfires coupled with the release of the most recent IPCC report, I
find it unbelievable thatthe NSWState Government is even considering releasing more areas for coal wqzloration and exploitation.
Specific grounds
The Hawkins and Rumker areas are located in the Central Tablelands region of New South Wales and fall within the Md-Western Regional local
government area. The region is a rural landscape, comprised of cleared agricultural land surrounded bywgetated slopes and ridgelines. The land
zones set out in the Md-Western Regional Local Environmental Plan 2012 are predominantly RU1 Primary Production, with some R5 Large Lot
Residential and E3 EnironmentaI rvbnagement.
The release of Hawkins Rumker for coal exploration and mining is not consistent with the local en'Aronment plan. Which identifies:
the region's rural, natural and heritage attributes
• fostering a sustainable and 'ibrant economy
• rural uses that minimise land use conflict and adverse impacts on amenity.
The Independent Planning Commission findings relating to the B1ong Valleystated that mining would bee new land use, and that agriculture and
tourism land uses are preferred. The Hawkins and Rumker areas have verysimilar landscape and heritage values to the B4ong 'chlley. Theyhae
predominantly agricultural and tourism economies, which are far stronger than existed in Bytung.
To give an indication of the strength of this area's agricultural and tourism values, I would like to relate the following. Before mo'ing west of the
Sandstone Curtain, I was a journalist. I spend mytime primarilyon mycommercial hazelnut, cattle and sheep property, however, I do still write for
some publications I enjoyworking with.
Some years ago, after an abundance of elderfiowers on one of the shrubs in our foodforest, I recalled an episosde of River Cottage where Hugh
made elderif ower 'champagne' and I encouraged mywife to start making a brew with the natural spring water and elderfiowers.
It is non-alcoholic and naturallyfermented from the yeasts on the flowers. It's a great, refreshing drink for watching sunsets in summerfrom the
backyard looking out over the Cudgegong Valley.
Over the years, some of the bottles have been gifted to familyand friends. It has never been sold. However, one weekend in early June 2021, we
were contacted by an editor whom I'd sent a bottle to as a Christmas present She was visiting R1stone from Sdneywith her 4WD club, loved the
Elderfower champage and wanted to msit, to buysome.
The club were in Rti4stone ha'Ang lunch at the yam cha, and were planning to stay in Dunns Swamp for a couple of nights. I agreed it was ok for the
group to drop in. Acouple of hours later, six4V'vDs arrived. I knew only myeditor, but was happyto host them for the afternoon. Theyenthused about
the property, the amazing location, the abundance. Theytasted champagne and loaded cases into their cars to take home. Theydreamed dreams
for us of deck, cellar door and the multitude of home made products here that could be sold to like-minded Sydneysisitors.
This is sustainable, planet friendly economic acti1ty, bringing people close to where food is grown, with the best ingredients and a clean
environment This is whatthis region should be building its future on.

I agree to the above statement
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1082

From:
Sent:

19/08/2021 12:02:14 AM

To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Thu, 19/08/2021 - 00:02
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Karta
Last name
Hayes
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email

SuburblTown Postcode
&
2500
Submission
To whom ever it may concern,
Mgname is Karla Hayes, and lam writing this to coxaeymystrong opposition to the proposal forthe Hawkins and Rumker areas to be opened for
coal exploration.
I currentlyli'e in Wollongong but lam a regular Aisitorto the area as a cydistwho enjoys bicycle tourism, long distance cycling and exploring
Australia's wild places.
Ewn though I don't live in the area I stronglyoppose the Hawkins and Rumker areas being opened for coal exploration - ifs a precursor to coal
mining and needs to be stopped immediately. I may not live in the area but it does not take a science degree to understand that we are
interdependent - all humans and ecosystems depend on each other to survive and flourish, when one domino falls we all do. The ecological,
economic and social well-being of those in the area should not be risked on another coal project that will bring more harm than good.
Also to state the ob'.ious - we cannot afford to be opening anymore coal mines or explore for future coal when our planet is rapidly heating due to
climate change (brought on bythe burning of fossil fuels such as coal) lam 24. The creation of anotherAistralian coal mine would further
jeapordise myfuture and the future of the Australian community, let alone anychildren I maychoose to have.
Firstly, the risks to water are a clear reason this project should not go ahead. I have seen the damage caused bythe Pppin mine to local systems in
the Illawarra - once water is gone or contaminated this cannot be reversed. Coal mining is an exiremely thirsty and wasteful process consuming
appr0ximate1y653 litres for each tonne of coal produced. It poses a great threat to local water resources, with open cut and underground mines
contaminating water, destroying waterways and ecosystems and lowering water tables.
The Ryistone Dam catchment is within the proposed exploration areas, and the proposed release areas threaten water supplyfor the towns of
Ry4stone, Kandos,
Charbon and Clandulla; as well as potentiallytvUdgee. The region recentlycame out ofa drought - whatwill happen next time we have drought or
catastrophic fire event? Wthout water there is no life - no ecology, no economy, no communities, agriculture or tourism.
Secondly, manyendangered flora and fauna species as well as endangered ecologies could be lost if this projectwent ahead. NSW BioNet
recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Md-VVestemn Regional Council LGA
Ecosystems depend on water, particularly ecosystems found in waterways or in the riparian meadows along ReedyCreek and Breakfast Creek
that could also be lost. The Swamp Grassland and Sphagnum Bog in central Cow Creek is a unique ecosystem that is also threatened bythis
proposal Not to mention the mines transforming a beautiful area into a harsh, industralised landscape, impacting the value and Aabilityof tourism
operations and travel to the World Heritage area on its doorstep. The mine could also irrevers ibly damage precious Aboriginal heritage sites.
Finally- a non exhaustive list of the potential social and economic impacts of mining activity
pollution orwater, soil, air and noise -these are not contained within the perimeters of coal mines and affect neighbouring communities
The Hunter Valleywas recently considered a pollution 'hotspot' - with some of the highest rates of respiratoryand cardiac conditions in the state.
- The stress of more traffic, especiallylarge heavvehicles on local and rural roads, especiallywhen mines have not been inclined to put money
into fang traffic problems and damage created bytheir presence
- \lbration and noise created byblasting, heaearth mov ing equipment and machinery operating 24/7 will have immense impacts on the health of
ecosystems and humans
- AIr qualityreduced bycoal dust from mining and transport of coal
- Abeautiful area being transformed into an unsightlycoal mine could pose a significant mental weight on locals and 'isitors alike
- Transient shift work can often result in an increase in siolence and
crime in the affected and nearby communities.
- An increase in socioeconomic dfudes form, as locals are often unable to compete with the high wages of miners who drive up housing and other
costs.
- The people in the region have built long-term sustainable economic stabilityfor this region. This revenue stays in the pockets of our local
businesses. Businesses that have helped build the tourism industry in the region include vineyards, olive groves, horse studs, beef and sheep
farms, eco-tourism, short stay accommodation, restaurants, cafes, antique shops, soft furnishings and knick-knacks for example. These
businesses are incompatible with mining: tourists do not come to see coal mines.
- Local towns dose once the mines move on as theyno longer have the income from the mines theywere dependent on; and unemployment and
associated issues such as crime, increase.
-

In conclusion - this projectwill cause more harm than good. Itwill not enable NSWto reach its own net-zero goals let alone Australia's dutyto the
world to reduce emissions and reach net zero.
lam appalled that this project was even suggested.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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Submission
As a landowner in Hawkins and a mother of four, I object to this proposal based on intergenerational equity and the NSWgosernments intent to
destroywhat little biodiAersitywe have left.
It is well documented that the insurance industrywill no longer underwrite coal mining yet the government persists in approving licences thereby
making Australians the laughing stock of the developed world. V\illl the NSWgo'ernment underwrite the reparation cost of climate change and
decimation of the natural eceironment to our future generations?
Is this how we, as global citckns intend on reducing carbon emissions?
Since the expansion of mining in \ftsilar and blasting of Bowden's mine, I have not seen a Gang-gang Cockatoo that preiousIyfrequented the
woodlands of the Driding Range ridge in the Parish of Hawkins. This proposal, northe ensuing mining of Bowden's or PeabodVs, stipulate that
their proposal have anyeffect on the Cacatuidae genus.
The ruggedness and lack of public access to this natural area has ensured a pristine natural ensironment promoting ecological communities and
biodiversity. This proposal would begin the destruction of thatwhich is irreplaceable.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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To whom it may concern.
lam writing in regard to the proposed Hawkins Rumber Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment (PRLA, to determine if you will issue coal
exploration licences in the Rytstone area.
I objectto the issue of anynew coal exploration licences on general and specific grounds.
General grounds
Given the events of this region's most recent drought and the Black Summer bushfires coupled with the release of the most recent IPCC report, I
find it unbeliewble thatthe NSWState Geernment is even considering releasing more areas for coal exploration and exploitation.
Specific grounds
Giwn that the area cored byHawkins and Rumker is less than fiw hours driw from Sydney there are large areas of pristine en'rronment
Possiblythe most precious of these are the montane bogs, montane fens and hanging swamps along Ccos Creek, ReedyCreek and Breakfast
Creek. These are all important parts of the complexof endangered montane mire communities distributed across the tablelands and adjacent
ranges of NSW and are
referrable to the lVbntane Peafiands and Swamps Endangered Ecological Community (EEC) listing under the NSW Biodi'rsity Conservation Pct
2016 and the Temperate Highland Peat Swamps on Sandstone Commonwealth Enironment Protection and BiodiersityConsenwfion 1'ct 1999
listing.
The name of some other creeks are also indicative of the presence of swamps, such as DairySwamp Creek and Greenhills Swamp Creek. While
no data is available for the 'egetafion on these waterways, it is probable EEC could also be present
Exploration and mining act'itydrills or digs holes in the ground and these actrities cannot but have a detrimental impact upon the quantityand
quality of water quality and on these waterways. Mnes both damage anyesisting water resources within the in which extraction takes place and
they require a significant amount of water to operate.
No matter whattype of mining is proposed -underground or open cut - the impacts on springs, creeks and risers are detrimental and irresersible.
These swamps are highly dependent upon groundwater and theyare scarce and
alreadyunder pressure from a rapidlychanging climate, anyone who doubts the impact oflongwall mining should walk the dead swamps of the
Newnes Plateau.
These swamps absorb and hold water in the landscape prosiding life-gising moisture for native animals and plants as well as lisestock during
drought
Mining in Hawkins RUmkerwill lead to the permanent loss of endangered aquatic ensironments such as meadows, sphagnum bogs, wetlands
and associated ecosystems as well as the wide range of threatened species, populations and communities that make up these natural treasures.
The meadows, sphagnum bogs, wetlands and associated ecosystems of COre Creek, ReedyCreek and Breakfast Creek are unique, theyare at
lower elevations than these communities are usuallyfound and further west - theyare precious endangered ecological communities. The impact
of mining cannot just be offset through the BiodisersityOffsets Scheme -these communities are not found ansehere else, theycannot be offset
and theycannot be 'thed' if theyare damaged.
The NSWGesernment is swimming against the tide when it comes to further exploitation of coal - please stop this madness, if notfor us, for our
children and their children.
I agree to the above statement
Yes

1085

From:
Sent:

18/0812021 11:47:12 PM

To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Wed, 18/08/2021 - 23:47
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Phil
Last name
Bradley
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email

SuburblTown & Postcode
Winston Hills 2153
Submission
Objection to the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment
I oppose the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration proposal. The reasons for myobjection include the following detrimental impacts:
1 I am extremely concerned that this proposal does not giw proper consideration to its potential impact on climate change. I am wryworned that if
approved itwould cause a high risk of sidelining the principles of ecologically sustainable dewlopment as contained in section 6(2) of the
Protection of the Erwironment#dministration Ad 1991, community consultation will be eroded, especiallyintergeneralional equityand dutyof care
in respect to our global heating crisis! Otilylast month in the Sharma versus MckeryCoal Mne case, Justice Fvbrdecai Bromberg of the Federal
Court of Australia formalised into law that Australia's Ensironment Mnister has a dutyof care to "avoid causing personal injuryor death" not just to
Sharma and herfilends butto all Australians under 18 "arising from emissions of carbon dioxide into the Earth's atmosphere". Justice Bromberg
added "The world as we know it will be gone... Itwill largelybe inflicted bythe inaction of this generation of adults in what might fairly be described
as the greatest inter-generational injustice ever inflicted byone generation of humans upon the next."
2. We musttake heed thatthe United Nation's lntergowmmental Panel on Climate Change reported that"to proade a 93% mid-value probabilityof
not exceeding [a dangerous postindustrial increase of] 20C, the concentration of atmospheric greenhouse gases would need to be stabilised at,
or below, 350 ppm CO2equivalent, that is, well below current levels, which means no carbon budget left for 2CC".
3 I believe that in orderto createjobs for the increasingly large number of unemployed people in NSW, the best solution is to build renewable
energyprojects in solarand wind and in particularto encourage communitypower solutions, manyof which could be builtthrough agreements
with the local government authorities. Other renewable energyprojects should proceed in partnership with the Federal Government and/or with the
Clean Energy Finance Corporation. Rather than proceeding with this proposal, there are many other en'ironmentallysensible projects that would
efficiently provide more lobs including much needed local waste recycling facilities and work related to the NSW Govamment's Net Zero Emissions
by2050 Plan such as its priority'Electric Vehicle Infrastructure and tvbdel AsailabilityProgram'.
4. I also express myopposition to the projecton the grounds of its accumulated greenhouse gas impact on top of other climate damaging fossil
fuel projects approved in NSW, such as \1\thitehasen Coal's '1ckerygiant coal mine near Gunnedah, and Santos' Narrabri Gas Project in the Pilliga
which consists of 850 coal seam gas wells in the Pilliga Forest and surrounds.
5. The region's people have built long-term sustainable economic stabilityfor this region. This revenue currentlystaj,s in the communityand local
businesses. These businesses helped to build the
eco-tourism industry in the region, but nearbymining would negatively impact on the value of the fabulous adjacent World Heritage area Other
businesses include vneyards, olives, horse studs, beef and sheep farms, accommodation, restaurants, cafes, antique shops and soft
furnishings. These businesses are not compatible with mining and tourists do not come to see coal mines, so the region's economywould
therefore be damaged if the project were approved.
6. Mnes provide revenue mosfiyto their overseas owners and less to governments, however the flow on to local businesses and local
communities is generally minimal. bbst profit goes overseas. Also
very few additional local jobs will be created The cost of housing is likelyto increase so much due to demand from imported workers, that locals
would no longer be able to afford it
7. General ensironmental damage would also occur - air, coal dust, water, ground and noise pollution - that will detrimentally impact on
neighbouring land and communities. This will exacerbate already high local regional rates of respiratoryand cardiac disease.
8. Increased traffic, including heavy vehicles will also be a big problem on the local and nearby main roads. Coal train wagons and trucks are still
not covered, so the resultant coal dust and associated pollution can trawl long distances.
In summary, the Hawkins Rumker PRlAis an unacceptable proposal. It will if approved create damaging greenhouse gas, dust, air, water, ground
and noise pollution, as well as impact detrimentallyon local communities and special Aboriginal heritage areas, and threaten fauna and fauna.
I object to this terrible proposal and don't need my name withheld from the submission site.
Yours sincerely,
Phil Bradley
Winston Hills 2153
18 August 2021

I agree to the above statement
Yes
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Submission forthe Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues ,Assessment

lam againstthe proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration. The watts in which it will impact me are outlined below.
lam 50 Wars of age and I have been li'ing in the Rtstone area for 11 hears. The natural beauty, clean air, unique and rugged landscapes drew me
to the region as well as the abundant opportunities to bushwalk, camp, horse ride, cycle and kayak.
I live on 150 acres of beautiful farmland and regenerating bushland. I derive myincome from on-farm and off-farm work. When CO1D hit in March
2020, myoff-farm employaientwas badlyimpacted and I sought other means of income. In June 2020,1 listed mypropertyon a camping website
and over the course of the War hosted several hundred campers from all over New South Wa les as well as Victoria. Rrmews left bycampers reveal
the enjoyment they derived, predominantly, from immersing themselves in the natural beautyof this region.
The flow of positive feedback as well as the steep rise in tourist numbers asiting the region have motivated me to espand mybusiness to farm stay
accommodation and glamping. This region is fast attracting an increasing number of tourists who are seeking time out in superb surroundings
relatively close to Sydney. Acoal mine is not compatible with this trajectory. The manyexisting and vbrantlysuccessful tourist operations as well as
nascenttouristoperations, such as mine, will be detrimentally impacted bycoal mining. Dust, noise and scarred and broken landscapes are not
drawcards for tourists.

Other reasons for myobjection to coal exploration are as follows
The world is moving awayfrom coal
In his article, 'The future of coal has already been decided in boardrooms around the globe' (ABC, 28 Jan 2020), Ian Verrender writes of the retreat
from coal investment by#NZ Australia's biggest lender to the coal industry. Wthin four years from 2020 the bank will shed more than $700 million
in thermal coal loans which constitutes a 75 per cent reduction. American investment bank Goldman Sachs, writes Verrender, 'has ruled outfuture
thermal coal financing, either for new mines or power stations globally.
The fundamental gist of Verrender's article is that most global banks are already acutely aware of the dangers of committing vast amounts of
capital to coal mines and coal fired power stations. Theydeem the risk too high. Executives and directors are also acutelyaware of the potential for
legal action given how e'Jdentthe financial and eceironmental risks are. Notto mention the human health impacts.
The drastic reduction in exposure to thermal coal byglobal investment banks is surely signalling the imminent demise of this fossil fuel? Its future
is bleak. Aid Wt, our policymakers persist Somehowwe are supposed to buythe lie that coal mining in 2021 will benefit our community. It will
ultimatelydestroyrable agricultural land, ourthriMng community, tourism, flora and fauna alreadypushed to the brink, precious, limited water
resources and cultural heritage but still itwill be worth it. This futureless commodity, which global investment banks won'ttouch, the extraction of
which lays waste to irreplaceable landscapes and leaves dollars in the pockets eta few, will be worth it Just ask the neighbouring communities of
\Nollar, Ulan and B4ong.

Water

0890

Asa landholder I have wperienced the stress associated with the scarcity of stock feed during drought conditions. I have witnessed the
psychological stress and financial strain on family, friends and the wider communityof sourcing feed from interstate. Water requirements for coal
mining as well as groundwater impacts will result in further loss of water available for the production of drought fodder in the region. Given the
unreliabilityof rainfall, the shortening of seasons and the current soil moisture deficit, it is imperative that precious water resources are preserved
The bushlires which took hold in this region over the summer of 2019-2020 threatened mypropertyfrom both the east and west Alocal fire
captain who has fought fires for more than thirty Wars wqlained that the watercourses they traditionally relied onto slow, if not halt, fires had dried
up. It was not possible to stop the fires without them.
Our drying continent is Iea'ing us all, but particularly rural and regional communities, more vulnerable to the devastation of bus hfires. The
availability of already limited water resources is critical. Esploration and mining can have significant impacts on the water resources of a local area
Drilling can crack and drain underground aquifers. Mning itself consumes sastolumes of water.
Having eerienced the relentless nature of the Gosper's MDuntain fire which raged on our doorstep for months and having witnessed the
shattering impact of it on my community, it is my mew that this proposal for coal mining with its inesitable drain on water resources, is entirely
deplorable.

Flora and Fauna
Wldlife eperts hase estimated that the 2019-2020 bus hfires in Australia killed or displaced almost three billion animals. The event has been
ranked as one of the worst wildlife disasters in modern history.
The Wollemi National Park, part of the Greater Blue Fvbuntains World Heritage Area which abuts the area proposed for coal mining lost 500 000
hectares of bushland to fires. The loss of wildlife in these areas is unfathomable. This is not the time nor the place to be considering coal mining
with its ineAtable disturbance to critical waterways, habitats and food sources for already threatened and endangered wildlife. NSW BioNet has
recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Md-Western Regional Council LGA

Cultural Heritage
There area significant number of Aboriginal heritage sites within the areas, including art and ceremonial sites, that are at risk. We have a duty as a
nation to protect these sites.
I occasionally have the prtulege of working with young Wradjuri and Kamilaroi men and women. For them, cultural heritage is eserwhere. Cultural
heritage is artifacts and ceremonial sites but it is country itself. Reconnecting with country is integral to identity so the prospect of Wt more land
being dug up and altered beyond recognition for the purposes of mining, is deeply distressing to them.
IPCC Report
According to the latest IPCC Report (9 Aug 2021) the evidence is clear that carbon dicadde is the main drier of climate change and that stabilizing
the climate will require 'strong, rapid, and sustained reductions in greenhouse gas emissions'. New coal does not appear to have a place in this
scenario. School aged children have grasped the urgent need to phase out the burning of fossil fuels, Our policy makers have not
Aternarkes to coal for energy generation abound here and overseas. Renewable energytechnologytransfer to developing and emerging nations
is surelya wiser and more long term viable strategy for Australia than the wq0rtng of coal.
The R4stone Region has of late suffered through drought, bushfires and CO'ri1D. This proposal fora coal mine adds insultto injury. My
communitt/s concerns regarding this proposal, I believe, are echoed in the wider collective voice across Australia; climate change is real and the
death knell for fossil fuels has sounded loud and clear.

I wish myname to be withheld from the PRlAsubmission site: No
Yours sincerely,
Deborah Cooke

I agree to the above statement
Yes

0891

1087

From:
Sent:

18/0812021 11:04:28 PM

To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Wed, 18/08/2021 - 23:04
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Yasmin
Last name
Hannouf
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email

Suburb/Town & Postcode
Kandos
Submission
As a recently arrived resident of Kandos I am strongly opposed to the Hawkins and Rumker areas being opened for coal exploration. This is a
precursor to coal mining and needs to be stopped now.
While I wholeheartedly agree with the well researched objections you will find below, the result of research undertaken bythe Ry/stone Region
Coal Free Community, myown personal objectives are based on mylow of the natural beautyof the area. I feel thatthis natural beautyis better
suited to serve the tourism economyand will be decimated bythe building of anynew coal mines.
I could lie anywhere in Australia, but I choose to lee in this region and I verymuch hope that the beautythat drew me, and which draws a great
manyother people to the region (people who spend monoyin the region) is not undermined bythe actions of those who supportthese mining
proposals.
Please stop this process now.
Thank you and I submit the following:
THE EFFECTS ON WATER SOURCES
• One of the greatest threats is to our region's precious water supplies
• Mnes have a significant negative impact on the water resources of a local area.
• Even exploratory drilling can crack and drain underground aquifers. The supplyof water in
creeks and rivers decreases.
• Once the water is gone, it is lost foreer.
• Coal mining consumes apprcamate1y653 litres for each tonne of coal produced.
• Open cut and underground coal mines have caused water contamination and have destroyed
biodhersityin waterways.
• Subsistence from exploration and mining can crack rock substrate and lower water tables.
• The Ry/stone Dam catchment is in the proposed exploration areas. The upper catchment of the
Cudgegong River feeds into the water supplies of Ryistone Dam and Wndamere Dam.
• The proposed release areas threaten the water supplyfor the towns of Rytstone, Kandos,
Charbon and Clandulla; water flow to rvtjdgee mayalso be negatively impacted.
• This region recently came out of a long drought. What will happen in our ne4 drought if there
is a coal mine using so much of our water?
w.rylstonecfc.com w.facebook.com/ry4stonecfc www.twitter.com/NoCoalRy/stone

Wthout water, there is no life. There are no communities. There is no agriculture, no tourism. V\ilth what will we fight bushfires?
THE EFFECTS ON NATIVE PNIM5LS AND PLANTS:
There are a lot of endangered flora and fauna species as well as endangered ecological
communities which could be lost. NSW BioNet has recorded 293 threatened or endangered
species in the Md-Western Regional Council LGA
Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss offish habitat and
threatened fish species.
The riparian meadows along ReedyCreek and Breakfast Creek could be lost The Swamp
Grassland and Sphagnum Bog in the central part of Cow Creek is thoroughly unique and would
be under threat
Mines would transform our beautiful area into an unsightly, industrialised one and negatiely
impact on the 'alue of the amaang World Heritage area on our doorstep.
THE EFFECTS ON ABORIGINAL HERITAGE:
There are a significant number of Aboriginal heritage sites within the areas, including art and
ceremonial sites, that are at risk.
Fvtsnyof these are not yet officially documented. T
Aboriginal objects or declared Aboriginal places in the area. This is despite the documented official records as well as local
knowledge pointing to manymore sites.
Significant sites have alreadybeen destroyed bymining and our laws are inadequate to protect
these sites.
SOCIAL & HEALTH lbPLlCATlONS:
Air, water, soil and noise pollution, do not staywithin the boundaries of the coal mining sites.
Underground mines must bring the coal to the surface
liThe Hunter Valley is now considered a pollution 'hotspot'. It has some of the highest rates for
resDiratorvand cardiac conditions in NSW.
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There would be a lot more traffic, including heaWsehicles on our local and rural roads.
The quality of our roads is already very poor and they are not suited to increased or heavy load
traffic. Historically, mines in this council area have been loath to put money into thng anytraffic
issues created bytheir presence.
Noise and mbration will dramatically increase with blasting, heavy earthmong equipment and
machinery operating in the mines 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
Coal is likelyto be transported on uncovered trains, trucks or overhead conveyors running
through our towns, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
rqualitywould be reduced due to coal dust from blasting, mining and transporting coal.
Vines would transform our beautiful area into an unsightly, industrialised one and negatively
impact our mental wellbeing
The transient and shift work nature of miners can often result in an increase in molence and
crime in the affected and nearby communities.
Socioeconomic divides form, as locals are often unable to compete with the high wages of
miners who drive up housing and other costs.

Large areas would be affected coal mines. The proposed Hawkins Rumker coal release areas
cover approsmately32,700 ha of land and would directlyaffect 180 landholders.
www.rlstonecfccom www.facebook.c)om/r4stonecfcwww.tvofter.cc)m/NoCoalRt4stone
2
he esisting
Hawkins Rumker Review of
Environmental Factors
incorrectly states there are no known
There will be a loss of agricultural lands, farms would disappear or lose theirwater, and productive agricultural lands would be dug up or left
fallow.
The people in the region have built long-term sustainable economic stability for this region. This revenue stays in the pockets of our local
businesses. Businesses that have helped build the tourism industryin the region include sinejwrds, olive groves, horse studs, beef and sheep
farms, ecu-tourism, short stay accommodation, restaurants, cafes, antique shops, softfurnishings and knick-knacks for example. These
businesses are incompatible with mining: tourists do not come to see coal mines.
Mnes provide a flow of reenue to governments and their (mostlyforeign) owners, however, the flow on to local businesses and local
communities is generallynot seen.
The Hunter is the biggest coal eç0r1 terminal, et they only contribute to two percent (2%) of State Revenue, the rest goes overseas.
Mining is a specialist industry. People with the skills tend to follow the mines and veryfew additional local jobs are created. Like manyindustries,
mining is becoming more automated, requiring fewer people. Over the neatfise years, mining is predicted to createjust 0.4 percent of new jobs
across all of,Australia.
Just the threat of new mines being developed decimates manyof the esting businesses as people stop investing or move away—even if the
mine ultimatelydoes not get appro'ed. This has alreadyhappened in nearbyUlan, V\killar and B4ong.
The cost of liing, especially housing, is often driven up to levels locals can no longer afford, as they cannot compete with the high wages miners
receive.
I Local towns close once the mines move on as theyno longer have the income from the mines theywere dependent on; and unemployment and
associated issues such as crime, increase. This is the seryreason strategies such as transitioning communities dependent on coal mining in
NSWare required.
QUESTION IM-IY WE NEED MORE COAL:
I NSWgowrnment's own net-zero goal
1 NSWgosernment's 2021 Intergenerational report forecasts decreased royalties from thermal
coal as international demand falls, both globallyand from two of our major coal customers,
Japan and South Korea.
The Reserve Bank of Australia anticipates international thermal coal demand to decline in the
long-term as renewable electricity generation becomes more viable
The International EnergyPgency, called for an immediate ban on new oil, coal and gas
development
The G7 agreed to end government support for new coal power byend of 2021
World wide trend to move to sustainable energysources
The premise supporting the release of these areas undermines and contradicts more recent
3
government policies.
ISSUES WITH THE PRIA PROCESS ITSELF.
is
It even contradicts its own strategic statement about
the future of coal
'Opening up the
Hawkins and Rumker areas is diametrically opposed to the stated intent of "gistng our coalreliant communities time to adapt'.
This region is not reliant on coal.
This reasoning
analogous to stating drug rehabilitation is needed while introducing heroin to a community.
The problem with a 'pro'Asional assessment'. If onlya preliminary assessment is done, the full rudent of the social, economic and erwironmental
impacts on the areas remains unknown and recommendations made for release of the areas for eq1oration based on incomplete information.
This will be puffing landholders and residents in a state of limbo, unsure if their
eww.0lstonecfc.com www.facebook.com/Olstonocfc www.twitter.comINoCoalRAstone
homes and livelihoods will be lost As it is, some people are wondering iftheywill bother
rebuilding afterthe fires when theymaylose it all again, this time permanentiy.
DPIE has said the PRIAwill be a desktop assessment However, there is limited data forthe
area, so conclusions maybe drawn without sufficient detail available.
The depth of assessment does not sufficiently address issues that would come to light with a full En'ironmentaI Impact Statement Water is
likelyto be a huge issue as the Hawkins Rumker Ganguddy-Kelgoola areas are instrumental to the health of the Cudgegong Riser and all that
relies on it downstream. This is unlikelyto be addressed in a 'preliminar' assessment
1. The
Aboriginal objects or declared Aboriginal places in the area, and no threatened flora and fauna. One questions how the government can assure
that anyfuture eploration licenses would include "stud environmental management conditions to protect natKe vegetation, fauna, land, water
resources, heritage and communitysalues" when their own eçrioration approval failed to do this.
I Lack of transparency- No transparent method has been provided for how the Government will weight and evaluate the submissions.
This submission process is the onlytime the communitywill have anysayin the process until we are presented with the NSW Cabinet's
decision.
Lack of real community consultation. The PRlAprocess is as a result of the Independent Commission Against Corruption recommendations that
there should be community consultation. The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment has been aware of these coal release areas for
over a year, het it has only issued notices for consultation in June 2021. The community consultations occurred after the submission portal was
already open. . In-person consultation was capped at four groups of 50 people, with one of these to be held in M.jdgee (there are over 3000 people
in the greater Rlstone region). Wth COri1D outbreaks in Sydney, the in-person consultation moved to an online format, with less than one week's
notice. This area has poor internet connectiutyand the people here are not highly internet savvy tsipected participation dropped rapidlywith the
move to online meetings.
triENTION ANYTHING ELSE YOU CAN THINK OF!
NOW SUBMIT YOUR CONCERNS:
CLICK HERE TO UPLOAD YOUR LETTER OR COPY/"ND PASTE THE TEXT IN THE BOX PROVIDED:
https:llwsw.planningportaI.nsw.gov.au/hawkins-rumker
4
Hawkins Rumker Restew of Enronmental Factors
prepared bythe Government is
fundamentally flawed.
The geographical area does not correctly represent the Hawkins Rumker
area, and it also states
there are no known
w.rj4stonecfc.com www.facebook.com/r4stonecfc wv.twitter.com/NoCoalRstone
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I agree to the above statement
Yes
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Dear Reader,
lam a recurring isitorto the Rt4stone region and lam writing to oice myopposition to the Hawkins Rumker coal exploration.
I beliew the exploration is a step towards a full blown mining operation that will adwrselyimpact the local community and its economic stability
I think the adverse impact on the people of Rlstone and the surrounding area, which includes dear friends who are wriremelyopposed to this
project, outweighs any gain from the exploration. Mgfriends property borders what could become a mining site which would directly impact their
qualityof life. Theyare concerned about destroying the beloved landscape that draws tourism, about losing water sources to drilling, wiping out any
of the 293 protected and endangered species in the mid west regional council. Effecttwly, the concern is that the area becomes unlkable.
The coal exploration would mark a significant transition for the area from a quintessential food and wine destination to an industrialised township
that may not be sustainable. Businesses that ha'e helped build the tourism industry in the region include 'Anetwrds, oliw groves, horse studs,
short stay accommodation, restaurants and cafes for example. These businesses are incompatible with mining: tourists do not come to see coal
mines.
I write to urge you reconsider the Hawkins Rumker coal exploration
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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Submission
My name is Ntsrgaret Cameron.
I object to the release of the Hawkins and Rumker areas for coal exploration.
I share mytime between my home in Sydney and ViNUNA a small farm in Lue that we have owned since 1997. We also have a house in Rstone
that we have owned since 2010. We have promoted our properties for short term holidayaccommodation and agri-tourism and our offerings have
proven very successful. Not onlydoes this prode me with a modest income, but it also pro'.ides jobs for many local people.
Our properties are unique and draw in visitors from Sdney, Newcastle and manyother surrounding regions and, together with other quality local
businesses and accommodation, have helped to grow the popularity ofthe town of R4stone as a tourist destination. The increase in tourism has
helped many local businesses to thrive and prcades opportunities for other local people, manyof those being young people, to capitalise on this
increased flow of sisitors through cottage industries and prosision ofsersices.
Vining and tourism/agri-tourism simplycannot co-exist, they operate to the eclusion of the other. Tourists visit our region for a change of pace, for
peace and quiet and not for dust, filth and noise Tourists will stop coming should a coal mine be approved. We know that there is no future in coal
mining, while there is certainlya bright future in tourism for our region. we should be investing in tourism and not mining. Just this week, BHP has
made massive mows to forego fossil fuels. BHP chief executive Mike Henry concedes that increasingly more investors want the option to moving
awayfrom fossil fuels.
There hew been many recent legal battles over the opening of new coal mines, and many prominent applications have been refused. Even so, we
still seem to be haing the same conversations in regards to new coal exploration. The most prominent and relevant cases are the recent
judgement in the Sharma case, the Rocky Hill case and the Kepko mine in Blong, all being examples of efforts that have failed for basicallythe
same reasons.
ThE SHPRM\CfiSE
The recent decision of Justice Bromberg in Sharma vrvinisterforthe Enironment [2021] FCA560 found that novel dutyof care is owed bythe
Mnister for the En'Aronment to Australian children who might suffer potential "catastrophic harm" from the climate change implications of approving
the eatension to the Mckeryooal mine in New South Wales.
Justice Bromberg agreed thatthe Mnisterfor Ensironment had a dutyto take "reasonable care" notto cause Australian children personal injury
when exercising her powers to grant mine approvals.
THE ROCKY HILL CASE
The Rocky Hill case was a watershed decision for climate change action. Set in beautiful (oucester in NSW, the application to open a new coal
mine was refused because its benefits were outweighed byits "disbenefts" of visual, air qualityand social impacts on existing uses in the vicinity
of the mine, as well as the impacts of the green house gas emissions bythe proposed mine.
KEPCO - B'ItONG VA-LEY
On the 18th September 2019, the Independent Planning Commission of New South Wales rejected KEPCO Bong Australia's application to build
the B4ong Valleycoal mine on several grounds, including its contribution to climate change.
This new 'judge made law` reflects the universal need to mow toward net zero emissions byceasing to promote the fossil fuel industry. It cannot
be ignored. Further according to the Lowy Institute's Climate Poll 2021,63% of Australians support a ban on new coal mines opening in Australia.
This beautiful pert of the world should be treated with respect and protected.
I object to this project in its entirety, our region and future Australians do not need another coal mine.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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To whom it may concern.
lam writing in regard to the proposed Hawkins Rumber Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment (PRLA, to determine if you will issue coal
exploration licences in the Ryistone area.
I objectto the issue of anynew coal exploration licences on general and specific grounds.
General grounds
Given the events of this region's most recent drought and the Black Summer bushfires coupled with the release of the most recent IPCC report, I
find it unbeliewble thatthe NSWState Geernment is even considering releasing more areas for coal exploration and exploitation.
In the late spring of 2019, mywife and I realised our propertywas in the path of the Gospers bbuntain fire, a fire that would join up with otherfires to
become the biggest mega blaze in NSW history. We had already started to prepare when fire season opened early, howewr, once we realised that
unless we recei'ed rain, the fire would reach us, we put our Ii'es on hold and spentthe nexttwo months ensuring our propertywas as prepared as
it could be.
Afew days before the fire I sat on mytractor. I had has justfnished mowing down the last of the grass in our orchard. Thanks to the regenerative
agricultural practices I had painstakingly followed, we still had grass, despite being in one of the worst droughts in lising memory.
I had done e'erything I could to prepare our propertyfor the coming inferno. I didn't feel fear, I didn'tfeel dread, I justfelt empty. I felt emptybecause
mywife and I had spent the last 11 years of our life working weekends and so-called holidays developing our hazelnut orchard so thatwe could
one day makes good Itung off the land we are fortunate enough to be custodians of.
I felt emptybutthen the fire came and we spent the nest three weeks fighting the biggest mega blaze in NSWhistorydayin day, dayout For three
weeks I got byon sleeping a couple of hours at a time and when the rains finallycame and put us beyond harm, myRFS yellows could hae
walked outthe door on their own. Forthree weeks, we were constanfiyalertto the smell of smoke, the flare of fire, and the telltale column of white
smoke indicating that damned fire, thatfire that just would not go out, was firing up again.
During this time, I constanfiyhearrJ owr the radio the 'voices of friends, families I knew, neighbours in need as theyfoughtthe fires atthe same
time. Its no easything to hear an RFS dispatchertrying to find a crewto help a familyof sixwho were defending their home without assistance
when you know that family, when you'd fought other fires with the father, chatted to the mother in the newsagent and showed the children oer a fire
truck ate brigade barbeque. Its no easything to not go to the aid ofa friend because the bush is blowing up around you in a series of small
mushroom clouds and the burning ash thatfalls in a hellish rain is starting spotfires that threaten ewrything you"e worked for. Its no easything to
have to sit ate desk and remember that summer because you need to explain to some bought and paid for politician whymining more coal than
we're alreadymining is really, reallybad idea.
Like sursising otherforms of natural disaster or trauma such as combatthe onlypeople who can understand what its like to fight a mega blaze
such as Gespers Fvbuntain are those who have done it. Its impossible for anydody else to understand it. For the people who went through this
trauma hard on the heels of one of the worst droughts in Itung memory, the idea of opening this area is traumatising. We haw alreadybeen
through enough and now the NSVVGe'ernment is proposing to destroy our beautiful, peaceful, usuallygreen wIley byturning it into a shit hole coal
hole.
Gisen that the science tells us thatwildfres will get worse as global average temperatures increase and burning fossil fuels such as coal are a
major contributor to global warming, it is perverse to awn consider opening new areas to coal exploration.
The lEA the UN, and countless NGOs are all saying we need to leave the coal in the ground if we wantto have anychance of achieing Carbon Net
Zero by2050 and it is perwrse to awn consider opening new areas to coal exploration.

Specific grounds
Hawkins and Rumker sit astride the Great DiAding Range and their catchments are split across the Upper Hunter and the Cudgegong Riwr and
Lawson Creek catchments which make their wayinto the Mjrray Daring system ra the rvtscquarie.
Ryistone Dam is the water supplyfor the townships of Ryistone, Kandos, Charbon and Clandulla and 21 percentof the Ryistone Dam catchment
area would be affected bythe Rumker area should it opened to mining, sits owr, orwould interruptfiows from. Downstream of Ryistone Dam is
Wndarnere Dam, which supplies bbdgee's town water as well as irrigation water for 4neyards and other farm enterprises between Ryistone and
Wndamere Dam
If Ryistone Dam was contaminated or inflows greatlyreduced where would these towns get their water from? As eidence bythe most recent
drought, emergency measures such as trucking or railing in bulk water are unsustainable in any circumstances except short-term emergencies.
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While the department has suggested any mines are more likely to be underground than open cut, it does not really matter, either form of mining
presents unacceptable risks to the water resources of the area Any open cut mine would present an extremelysignificant and irreversible
interruption of the catchment flows. Underground mining also has significant impacts on river health and water dependent ecosystems, including
threatened species and endangered ecological communities.
There are rural properties, farms, horticultural properties and other small businesses that depend upon these water resources and these land
uses are all sustainable long-term businesses P11 these businesses are in jeopardy if mining operations demonstrably use or destroy the esfing
water resources - in these upper catchment areas there are no altemat'es.
As mentioned above, this region was heavily impacted bythe GDspers Mountain, Kerry Ridge and Palmer's Oakeyfres during the Black Summer
of 2019/20. On some properties, the drought meant there was not sufficient water locallyto fight the fires and water had to be trucked in from
kilometres away. To jeopardise the precious water resources in these catchments for the short-term gain of an industrywith no future is nothing
more than a sellout of the local community.
The NSWGceernment is swimming against the tide when it comes to further exploitation of coal - please stop this madness, if notfor us, for our
children and their children.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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I grew up in Upper HunterValleyand am still a regular,
isitor, so em well aware of the damaging effects of coal mining. lam also a regular isitorto
the beautiful Blue buntains and Wollemi areas, where I enjoysarious outdoor acti.Hies.
I am greatlyconcemed bythe proposal to release further areas, including Hawkins and/or Rumker, for coal exploration. Coal exploration is
obsiouslyundertaken with the intention of coal mining in future. M)f objections to coal mining and therefore exploration in these areas include:
Destruction of the natural environment and its endemic flora and fauna, induding critical ly endangered species such as Regent Honeyeater.
Pollution and loss of surface and groundwater.
- Emission of dust, which is a serious and significantly unaddressed health issue in the Hunter Valley.
- 'visual impacts, which would impactthe tourism actiities and potential of the areas.
- The impact on existing significant industries such as stticulture for example due to dust and loss ofor increased cost of water.
- Emission of greenhouse gases - both from mining actruties, fugitive emissions and downstream emissions from combustion of the coal - and
the resulting climate change impacts. To be exploring for coal now, with an expectation of future mining, when we should be aiming to getto net
zero emissions as soon as possible, is completely mad and unacceptable.
-

-

Furthermore, as e'Adenced by recent buybacks of coal exploration licenses in NSWdue to extensive community concern, there is potential forthe
state of NSWto be liable for large sums of moneyshould a project be blocked in future.
I urge the NSWGovernment not to release the Hawkins and/or Rumker areas for coal exploration.
Thank you
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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It is time to stop coal mining altogether. We are in the 6th great extinction and time is running out to turn things around. We hew to stop coal mining
and using fossil fuels now. 2050 will be fartoo late. Climate emergencyis here now.
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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Director Energyand Resource Policy,
Department of Planning, Industry and En'Aronment
Locked Bag 502
Parramatta N5W2124
Katie Wore
North Parramatta
NSW21S1
18 August 2021
Submission for the Hawkins Rumker Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment

lam against the proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration. Myreasons and/or how it will impact me are outlined below.

lam 39 wars of age and this is myCountry, lam proudly\Mradyiri. There are many issues with the planned exploration and that short term gains
are being prioritised oser long term losses.
lam adding my name to the below well-articulated case

Issues with the PRlAProcess
The Hawkins Rumker REFthatthe Go'emment prepared is fundamentally flawed. The area does not correctly represent the Hawkins Rumker
area, and it also states there are no known Aboriginal objects or declared Aboriginal places in the area, and no threatened fauna and fauna. One
questions how the government can assure that anyfuture exploration licenses would include 'strict ensironmental management conditions to
protect natiw segetation, fauna, land, water resources, heritage and community values" ,when their own exploration process couldn't get it right
The Independent Commission Against Corruption Report, Reducing the opportunities and incentises for corruption in the state's management of
coal resources 2013, included recommendations that there should be community consultation. The Department of Planning, Industryand
EnAronment has been aware of the potential coal release areas in Hawkins and Rumker for a year, howeser theyonly issued notices for
community consultation in June 2021.
Community consultations were adsertised for 29 and 30 July2021, hat the portal for online submissions opened two weeks before this on 14 June
2021. The onlypeople in the region who were notified were landowners who properties fell within the boundaries of the exploration cones. Apart
from this, the onlyother notification proided were one-off advertisements in a few newspapers. This is not notifying the nearly3000 residents in
surrounding areas on Rh/stone, Kandos, Charbon, Clandulla, Lue, Dabbe, Oinda and Kelgoola. Wiyis it thatthese people would not be notified of
potential new coal release areas when they receise their water from the potential release areas, and the coal would be transported through these
areas?
The communityconsultation meeting were capped atfour groups of 50 people, with one of these to be held in rvudgee. How could this possiblybe
a real attempt to hase consultation with a population of near1y3000 people?
There is no transparencyin how the Government will weight and e'aluate the submissions during the PRlAprocess. The Government has not
agreed to make the report on the PRlAoutcomes publiclyaailable priorto its submission to Cabinet This is also contraryto the Independent
Commission Against Corruption findings, which highlighted the role of public officials in pro'Jding frank and independent adsice to a minister and
noted that public officials continue to remain vulnerable to potential demands to change recommendations to align with a minister's wishes.

Worldwide trend to mose to sustainable energysources
The Reserse Bank of Australia anticipates international thermal coal demand to dedine in the long-term as renewable electricity generation
becomes more 'iable.
In Its Strategic Statement on Coal Exploration and Wing in NSW released in June 2020, the NSW Government describes one of its four actions is
supporting diversification of coal-reliant regional economies to assist with the phase-out of thermal coal mining
Australia exports 75 percent of its coal to Japan, South Korea and China. These countries hae followed other countries in a worldwide trend and
committed to moe away from fossil fuels, which will result in decreased demand for coal.
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This year, the G7 has committed to end public support for unabated coal generation by end of 2021.
The International Energy Agency Roadmap for the global energy sector states the world's coal will decline to just one fifth of current levels by 2040,
and to one tenth by 2050.

Water
One of the greatest threats is to our region's precious water supplies. This area is rich in natural springs and bores Exploration and mining can
have significant impacts on the water resources of a local area. Drilling can crack and drain underground aquifers 10, 11. Once the water is gone, it
is lost forever.
Open cut and underground coal mines have caused water contamination and have destroyed biodi'ersityin waterways
The Ry1stone Dam catchment is in the proposed exploration areas. The upper catchment of the Cudgegong River feeds into the water supplies of
Ry4stone Dam and Wndamere Dam. The Hawkins Rumker proposed release areas threaten the water supplyfor the torsos of Ryistone, Kandos,
Charbon and Clandulla; water flow to Midgee may also be negatkelyimpacted.
Wthout water, there is no life. There are no communities. There is no agriculture, no tourism, nothing to fight bushfires with

Flora and Fauna
There are a lot of endangered flora and fauna species as well as endangered ecological communities which could be lost NSW BioNet has
recorded 293 threatened or endangered species in the Md-Western Regional Council LGA
Waterways would be disturbed or destroyed, and this would lead to a loss offish habitat and threatened fish species.
The riparian meadows along ReedyCreek and Breakfast Creek16 could be lost The Swamp Grassland and Sphagnum Bog in the central part of
Coss Creek is thoroughly uniquel6 and would be under threat
Mines would transform our beautiful area into an unsighfiy, industrialised one and negatively impact on the value of the amazing World Heritage
area on our doorstep.

Aboriginal Heritage
There area significant number of Aboriginal heritage sites within the areas, including art and ceremonial sites, that are at risk. We have a duty as a
nation to protect these sites.
Significant sites have alreadybeen destroyed bymining and our laws are inadequate to protectthese sites

Impact on current local economy
Large areas would become coal mines. The proposed Hawkins Rumker coal release areas cceer approsimately32,000 ha of land and would
directly affect 180 landholders. There will be a loss of agricultural lands, farms would disappear or lose their water, and productive agricultural
lands would be dug up or left fallow.
The people in the region have built long-term sustainable economic stability for this region. This revenue stays in the pockets of our local
businesses. Businesses that have helped build the tourism industry in the region include vineyards, olive grows, horse studs, beef and sheep
farms, ecu-tourism, short stay accommodation, restaurants, cafes, antique shops, soft furnishings and knick-knacks for example. These
businesses are incompatible with mining: tourists do not come to see coal mines.
Mines pro'Ade a f ow of rewnue to governments and their (mosltyforeign) owners, however, the f ow on to local businesses and local communities
is generally not seen The Hunter in the biggest coal effijort terminal, yet they only contribute to two percent (2%) of State Revenue; the rest goes
overseas.
Mining is a specialist industry. People with the skills tend to follow the mines and veryfewadditonal local jobs are created. Like manyindustries,
mining is becoming more automated, requiring fewer people. Over the nestti'w years, mining is predicted to createjust 0.4 percent of new jobs
across all ofAistralia.
Justthe threat of new mines being developed decimates manyof the edsting businesses as people stop investing or mow away—even if the
mine ultimatelydoes not get appro'wd. This has alreadyhappened in nearbyUlan, Wollar and By4ong.
The cost of Itung, especially housing, is often driven up to levels locals can no longer afford, as they cannot compete with the high wages miners
receive.
Local towns close once the mines move on as they no longer have the income from the mines theywere dependent on; and unemployment and
associated issues such as crime, increase. This is the seryreason strategies such as transitioning communities dependent on coal mining in
NSWare required.

Social & health implications
Ar, water, soil and noise pollution, do not staywithin the boundaries of the coal mining sites.
The neighbouring Hunter Valleyis now a pollution 'hotspot' and has some of the highest rates for respiratoryand cardiac conditions in NSW.
There would be a lot more traffic, including heaW'whicles on our local and rural roads Traffic incidents increase from mine workers travelling to
and from work. The qualityof our roads is alreadyerypoor and theyare not suited to increased or heaysload traffic. Historically, mines in this
council area have been loath to put moneyinto fixing anytraffic issues created bytheir presence.
Noise and 'Vibration will dramatically increase with blasting, heayeearthmosing equipment and machinery operating in the mines 24 hours a day, 7
days a week, and bycoal being transported out on trains and trucks running through our towns.
Trains and trucks are not cored and the coal dust and associated pollution from transporting the coal can trawl for kilometres.
Mines can be associated with increased rates of alcohol and drug abuse, siolence, sexual assaults, and other crimes in adjoining communities.
Health effects are already being felt as people experience anrietyand stress about the threat to their regi0n28 and economic stability.

I wish myname to be withheld from the PRlAsubmission site: Yes / No
Yours sincerely,
Katie Mxore

agree to the above statement
Yes
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We are againstthe proposed Hawkins Rumker coal exploration for the following reasons
1. Climate change and carbon emissions. The world is mosing awayfrom fossil fuels. Fvtsnylarge companies are recognising thatthe ongoing use
of fossil fuels is detrimental to the planet and the population. Yesterday, 17 August 2021, resource giant BHP announced it will abandon its
inwlwment in oil and gas. This is being seen as an important mow awayfrom the use of fossil fuels. BHP is just one of manycompanies and
businesses who are willing to Iookfor alternatives to fossil fuels in orderto protect the future of our planet and those who live on it Coal produces
almost 2.5 kg of carbon for ewrykg of coal burnt and an underground mine also produces methane emissions.
2. tvkintal wellbeing. Our local communityhas been through a great deal in the lastfew sears. Personally, we haw suffered through severe drought;
been impacted bythe Gospers MDuntain fire; suffered through a plague of grasshoppers and mice; and now we are impacted bythe Co'Ad irus.
The added worrythat the propertywe haw spent 38 sears dewloping maybe affected bymining is an incredible burden.
3. Uncertainty. The uncertainty caused bythis new government proposal has had a significant impact on our property management. Questions now
arise owr the improvements and the future development of our grazing business. Is there anypoint in spending moneyon our asset?
4. Financial impact. The exploration and possible dewlopment of mining in our backyard will haw a significant and detrimental effect on property
prices and will impact our future.
5. Impacts on tourism and the local community. The local community has worked hard over manyyaars to build a successful tourism industry.
Tourism has a long-term, positiw impact. Mning, in comparison, is shortterni. No one will want to come to the area to see a coal mine.
6. Effects on local water sources. Water is the area's life blood. Springs, bores, creeks and rivers will be impacted bymining. These resources,
once destroyed, will newr return.
7. Indigenous heritage. There are manysites of Indigenous importance in the Hawkins Rumker area. tvkinyof these have not been catalogued but
theyare respected and protected bylocals. Mning will destroythese significant sites and important ancestral links will be lost
John & Jeannette kitCarthy
I agree to the above statement
Yes
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I am concerned about the fact this coal exploration has the potential to damage our precious water table which could lead to damaging peoples
bores wells.
The proposed coal exploration will create noise and air pollution.
The gowrnment is taking a short term moneymaking coal mine into consideration which will onlylast a few sears over agriculture ,tourism.
The world is mong awayfrom coal so why open another mine.
I agree to the above statement
Yea
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In relation to the Hawkins Rumker PRIA I haw concerns in the following areas:
-if only affected landowners were notified, opportunity for proper input from other community members has been lost. Areas such as water are
importantfor those in town who may not have land directly affected. Zoom meetings to replace the onsite information sessions are inadequate: info
sessions should have been delayed. The PRlAprocess is lacking appropriate transparency.
-WATER- as a sheep & cattle farmer with land in the proposed area anypotential impact on water is of a grae concern. We cannot afford to haw
water impacted in anynegatiseway, including the water table as we use bore waterfor stock. There are manycreeks &waterways, including
Rtstone town water & the Cudgegong RiAer which could face potential ece1ronmental harm.
-AR/NOISE Pollution: Dust/coal particulates are of a major concern, not justfor human but also animal health (both agricultural stock & natiw
animals). Our home propertyis not in the affected areas but the noise of'ehicIes can cleartybe heard kms awaydepending on atmospheric
conditions.
TOWN ltvFPCTS: Although mine workers often tra'eI considerable distances to their mine work site, it could easilybe expected that some new
workers maywantto live closer. Regional areas are alreadyfacing a shortage of affordable housing and demand for properties to rent& buycan
foreseeably result in some locals being forced out of the area. In addition, increased traffic could be a problem in terms of increased moAement &
road infrastructure iteslf, as well as other services such as pre-school, health & childcare services ha'Ang additional strain put on them.
lrvPPCTS ON TOURISM For manyears the tourism campaign 'R4stone, naturally ran. The area is known for its beauty, pristine locales &
breathtaking sistas. kfanybusinesses relyon the tourism these features bring, particularlyon the weekends. Coal mining could potentiaIIyha'e a
negative impact on the waythe area is iewed. While some.businesses maysee increase in trade for mining duration, something more is needed
in the long-term.
AGRICULTURE: The proposed exploration areas contain a substantial amount of farming land. In our own particular case, the loss of land would
mean a fundamental change in business operations as we would no longer be able to farm the same number of catfie. The land has been in the
famiIyseeraI generations & is critical to our business. Coal mining is such a temporary process compared to the need to have mailable farmland
on which to produce food & fbre for the current & future generations in Australia.
ABORIGINAL HERITAGE: There are significant Aboriginal sites, including art & ceremonial sites which maybe at risk. Wunderstanding is that
there are Aboriginal heritage sites on Government data bases that hae not been included in the Retew of En'ironmentaI Factors that has been
completed.
ENMRONFVENTAL IruFACTS Anumber of threatened species are listed on data bases but have also been missed in the Reew of Eceronmental
Factors. This omission needs to be addressed, along with the omission oLAboriginal heritage sites.
CLIMATE CHANGE & CARBON EMSSIONS. We have entered a period where the debate about climate change & the need to change human
behaeour seems to be over. It is inconceiveble that plans to allow exploration of a fossil fuel is even being raised at this time. Australia are
considered laggards & notIiing up to global expectations in this area already ltwould be encouraging to see the current NSW Government take a
bold stand to put the welfare of the planet & its people over the royalties it will receive (& the profits of the lobbying but redundant coal mining
industry).
kfanythanks f/zr yourjudicious consideration in the Hawkins Rumker PRIA
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Dear Director of Energyand Resources Policy,
I hope this message finds you well. Miname is
deselopment in Hawkins and Rumker.

and lam a young Australian writing to express myobjection to the proposed coal mine

While the proposed development has short term economic benefits, I believe that the benefits are onlyshort term. In the long term, a coal
exploration project such as this will have severe and lasting impacts on:
- ,Australia's climate future and international climate commitments
- Nati ve fora and fauna
-Aboriginal culture and heritage
Firstiy, the continued approval of fossil fuel sources just days after the dewstating IPCC report sends strong international signals that Australia
does not care about climate change nor its future. It has been widely acknowledged, bythe IPCC, the International Energyencyand bythe Bank
of England that fossil fuels must stay in the ground if the world is to keep global warming belowerydangerous levels. By rejecting new coal
deselopments such as this, Australia will be able to send the strong political signals in support of climate action
Next, the development threatens almost 7,000 hectares of potentiallythreatened ecological communities, 22 threatened fauna species and six
threatened flora species This has been supported by NSW Lock the Gate coordinator Georgina Woods, who said that manyof the species
(including koalas, spotted-tailed quolls and the critical lyendangered regent honeheater) are "at the brink of extinction and can't withstand any
further loss of their habitat"
And finally, mining within the selected area could significantly damage structural integrityof45 Aboriginal heritage sites. Aboriginal heritage is
Australian heritage, and it is importantto recognise and protect this part of our culture and history. lAbmbers of the local aboriginal communityhaw
also stated that "It just adds another layof trauma on top of what our people have suffered if these destructive practices continue."
Thank you for taking the time to consider mysubmission. To protect Australia's future, please do not approve this development.
Kind regards,

I agree to the above statement
Yes

0908

1099

From:
Sent: 18/08/2021 9:22:10 PM
To:
Cc:
Subject: \Nebform submission from: Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment Hawkins Rumker

Submitted on Wed, 18/08/2021 -21:22
Submitted by Anonymous
Submitted values are:
Submission Type
lam making a personal submission

Name
First name
Lani
Last name
Imhof
I would like my submission to remain confidential
No

Info
Email
SuburblTown & Postcode
2541
Submission
I strongly object to any new coal mining. We need to transition away from fossil fuels to stem our rapidly changing climate which is causing havoc
around the world.
We need to invest in renewable energy. No more damaging coal mines.
Its time to protect the planet before profits.
Lani Imhof
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lam a Senior retired woman ltung in the Parramatta electorate Sydney NSW
I cannot express how distressed to read about the treatment of Aboriginal people especiallytheir land and culture when theyare not properly
inoNed and their relationship to their country is ignored when planning to destroytheir country byGoernment gising permission to outside
organisations to implement destruction of country by coal exploration in tge area near M.idgee.
Please DO NOT allow this destruction. Please consult fullyand fairlywith alk Aboriginal people who's land is molated byCcstt and mining
organisations still.
Vera Monenko
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